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INTRODUCTION. 




I FEEL that, perhaps more urgently than in 
any previous instance, it is necessary to 
recall, that these Occasional Issues of unique 
or extremely rare books, are not published, 
but rigidly limited privately to Fifty Copies, 
agreeably to the list prefixed. This limita- 
tion secures that they shall only be accessible to the "fit 
the' few" students of our early literature and social history, 
and be used for such ends. Otherwise, I could not have 
reconciled myself to the preservation, by reproduction, of 
such free, if I might not say loose, productions as Comucopiee 
and Palinodia. It were difficult to censure too severely 
the "filthiness, foolish talking and jesting, which are not 
convenient " (Bphesians v, 4), more especially of Cornucopia. 
Nevertheless, here is furnished a histerically-ethically invalu- 
able measure of the advance in wholesomeness of public 
sentiment if not of conduct, to-day ; all the more to be 
considered in that the " form and pressure " are not of the 
later Restoration-age but of the still stringent Puritan. It 
is surely most significant that ' Cuckoldry ' (adultery) should 
so have abounded in this our England and the crime lain 
so lightly on the national conscience. With every allowance 
for the mirthful exaggeration of the anonymous Poet, there 
runs through both Cornucopia and Palinodia a vein of fact 
that is profoundly suggestive. Nor with all his freedom of 
speech, is either poem without pungent hits at the sins and 
sinners of the day; neither does he fail to hold a steady light 
over the unclean places of (so-called) " high folks" and the 
middle -classes. There are broad-spoken indelicacies of 



VI Introiiuction. 

incident and record that one would wish away ; yet substan- 
tively the grossncss is in the things that were being actually 
done from day to day rather than in the wording. There 
are ofTcnccs against good manners, against feeling, against 
decency, in the facts and acts ; but comparatively little of 
pruriency or nastiness for 'nastiness' sake. Both C?r- 
nucopiig and Palinodia, as workmanship, show (meo judicio) 
a practised Maker. Both sparkle with clever things that, 
if not ' wit/ are at least touched of humour, in long 
anticipation of " Beppo *' and •' Whistlecraft." Both have 
now and again iridiscence of the Poet s fancy, unexpected 
as the rich colouring in poisonous toad-stools. Both have 
"wise saws" and apophthegms that start reflection. Empha- 
tically both arc realistic [)ortraitures of the time, of* men 
and manners." 

Who was the author of these two poems has not yet been 
ascertained. In Cornucopia (page 117, 1. 3593) he turns 
aside to celebrate a town on the river Aire, by which was 
probably meant " Leeds," in Yorkshire ; while in Palinodia 
(page 141, I. 9) he apostrophises his native to^m and 
puts ** Leed " in the margin, by which '* Leeds " doubtless 
was intended. These references invite the Antiquaries of 
Yorkshire to set themselves a-searching after this new poet 
of the County, as they set aside the suggested name of 

Samuel Rowlands. 

Of Cornucopia the earliest known edition is dated 1612. 
It is our text, with very few trivial corrections from a later 
edition (1623.^), both in the Bodleian and in the Dyce 
Library, South Kensington. The later text diflers in noth- 
ing really noticeable beyond modernisation of orthography, 
and slight correction of a somewhat chaotic punctuation. 
Of Palinodia also there are two editions, viz., 1619 and 
1624 or 1634, — ^binder's cutting ofl'the third figure making 
the latter date uncertain. The latter is our text, with like 
coin|M«4 ' '^lAer, and with like results. I am very 

Mend the Rev. J. W. Ebs worth, 
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M.A., of Molash Vicarage, and the Rev. W. E. BUCKLEY, 
M.A., of Middleton Cheney, for extremely painstaking tran- 
scripts and collation and re-collation of texts of both poems, 
as preserved in the Bodleian and in the Dyce Library. I 
owe likewise to the former the eng^ravings of the original 
illustrations in both title-pages — that of Palinodia having 
been already utilized in the inestimable Bagford Ballads^ as 
edited by Mr. Ebsworth. Of Cornucopia, Mr. Haslewood 
printed a very few copies in 1818 (8vo), and Palinodia Mr. 
Collier similarly reprinted, unaware of their common author- 
ship. 

It was a grievous blunder of the late Rev. Thomas Corser, 
M.A., of Stand Rectory, to ascribe Coruncopia to the white 
hand of NICHOLAS BRETON. Independent of the references 
already indicated, we might as well have ascribed to * holy* 
Richard Baxter or George Herbert any contemporary 
licentious book as such a production to his always pure and 
religious Muse. Fuller details of the non-Breton authorship 
may be looked for in our Memorial-Introduction to the now 
well-advanced Chertsey Worthies* Library complete collec- 
tion of the Works of Nicholas Breton. Therein, the whole 
set of Pasquil books will be critically examined. Both 
poems are careful reproductions of the Author's own text. 

ALEXANDER B. GROSART. 

St, Georges Vestry^ 

aoth Decembery iSff. 
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NOTE. 



In the title-page, as givea on the other sid^ there 
ia an engraving (copper) of an ancient theatre. For 
tiUsi, Haslc\^'Ood substituted a wood-cut of the ' Globe' 
theatre. It has been deemed better to re-produce the 
original illustration; and accordingly it is being re- 
cngravcd in fac-simile by my Yriend the Rev. J. W. 
KiiswOKTlti M.A., of Molash. It may be counted on 
with next bi-monthly issues^ when the present leaf can 
hr cancelled. My friend's illness has delayed the en- 
It raving. 

A. B. G., 



ProcBmium. 



Vnto the kindeji men that etier wiu'd, 
Whofe titles from the Cuckoe are deriiid^ 

And thereof Cuckolds named: 
To all the Francklins of the horne, 
Wtiom fcoffing Peafants ufe tofcome^ 

And greatly tiaue defamed: 
And vnto all otir friends in Cuckold-fhire 
Healthy happie fortune^ and ttieir heatts dejire. 

Pasquil, a terror erfi to forreine States, 
To mightie Princes and great Potentates, 

In euerie other nation ; 
Perceiuing heere tfie Home defaced, 
And Iionest Cuckolds y2?r^ difgraced, 

With termes of deteflation ; 
Lately in England is arritidfrom tliefue, 
In challenge of a Cuckolds excellence. 

If any Cuckold-maker him deride, 

(For none but cuckold-makers fiaue enuVd, 

A Cuckolds commendation) 
Or fleering knaues which on it looke, 
Condemfie it for an idle booke, 

Asflill it is tJuir fafhion ; 
Y^&^A protefls, alltlwngh tliey fcoffe and flout, 
Hereafter he with them will haue a bout 
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PROCEBnUM. 

And little doth lie care, though they forf ate ii. 
For not for them did Pafquil vndertake it. 

To tvinne their affectation : 
For Itonejl Cuckolds was itpenrid. 
To them this Worke doth he cofmnetid, 

And cranes tluir acceptation. 
Then grudge not (getitle Sirs, witJumt offence) 
Kiftdly to reade a Cuckolds iujl defence. 

And yet in reading lucre I humbly craue, 
Nofoolifh application you would Itaue, 

Nor cetifure things at randon. 
Nor priuate meanings would furmife. 
Whereby fond quarrels might arife. 

True freindfliip to abandon. 
Nothing but mirth did Pasquil here pretend, 
tuilge not before you read: and there an end. 

Pasquil Anglicanus. 



luuenefque Senefque 



|f.| pueri nafum Rhinocerotis habent. 
til tl (ibAt a iocorum noftrorum fimplicitate malignus 
interpres ; 
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Cornucopije. 

OR, 

Pasquils Night-cap. 

7Y, what a vainc-conceited world is this? 

Whofe iudgement, error blindly leadcs aftray, 

Accounting that as right which is amine, 

Laughing at follie, as a fport or plaie. 
Great fins are termed but a great mans pleafure, 
When lefler faults are plagued out of meafure : 
New titles falue old fores ; and euerie finne 
Some honefl name is allwayes shrowded in. 

A Broker now is thought an honed Trade, 
Though fome by felling of ftolne goods doc hue, 
Tlieeuing is now an occupation made, 
Though men the name of Tailor doe it giue. 
Bribes are accounted but a freindly fee, 
DifTenibling taken for pure honeftie : 
Pride is reputed handfome in apparell 
And he moft valiant, that feemes moft to quarrell. 

The goutic Mackiuilian murderer. 
Whose codpecce is neere twenty winters old, 
Now fcornes the title of an vsurer, 
And muft be fafhion'd in an other mold : 
The greybeard muft a Monie-man be cleped, 
Becaufe great flore of moaie he hath reaped : 
Or Mony-maifter he to name muft haue ; 
Though he vnto his nionie be a Haue, 
B 
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Pasquils Night-cap, 

If his fweet worfhip with his horfe-taile locke, 

(As he doth trauerfe neatly through the ftreet) 

Scrape fauour with fome female-wedded fmocke, 

Which by her carriage feemes for paftime meet ; 60 

Strait he is bold to bourd her to the plaie, 

And either (he muft yeild, or faie him nay, 

And howfoeuer matters after frame, 

Her husbands forehead dill beares all the fliame. 

For whether goflips when they fit and talke, 
(As woemen enuie one an others blifle) 
Seeing the gallant fometimes thither walke. 
May by coniecture fhrewdly fpeake of this. 

Or whether (he herfelfe may fpread the failes, 

(As womens tongues be like to yong lambs tailes) 70 

And tell her pleafure to an other friend : 

And thus the world haue knowledge in the end. 

Or whether braue luuentus play the blab. 
Which vauntes himfelfe a gentleman at leaft ; 
And when he waxeth weary of his drab, 
Meeting his mates at Taueme, or at feaft, 

Reueale the fault : or howfoeuer it bee 

That time bringes forth the fruites of lecherie, 

I cannot iudge ; yet thus much I can fay, 

The Cuckold carries all the (hame away. 80 

As for the woman ; she's a wanton laffe, 

A good kind wench ; or of the dealing Trade, 

The Cuckold-maker (though as fond an Affe 

As euer in this world, dame Nature made) 
Is term'd a gallant gentleman, and braue, 
Though he by right fliould other title haue : 
But for her husband, he which weares the home. 
He is plaine cuckold, and muft beare the fcorne. 
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Pasquils Sight^ap 

Sometimes this prodi^ll the Chapman plan 

And to the MillrcJw- fmv.iiv.L^ \\\ a!!i'J : 90 

When as. God knuwcs. tr.cfj arc but fubtilc waics, 

Deuifcd, lead their knauerj' ih^uld be fpide, 
Elfc with her husband com j any doth keepc. 
To graft the horns \pjn his head more dcepc : 
And thoufand other iTiifis do they dcuife. 
To home the Cuckolds head, and hood his eyes. 

And yet not onely do they blind his fight. 

Which not fo much a^ dreames of any wile, 

But oft it hapjHrns by a cunning flight, 

One craftv knaue another doth bc-'ui!e : lOO 

And when the Hunter thinkcs tj strike the Bucke, 

His hopes are croft by st»mc diuiiKT lucke, 

" For true it is. when I'ortune comes by chance. 

"There Fortune helpes the bolJcft to aduance. 

But certs it is a ftrangc and vncouth thing. 
To fee a pilfring ami a picke-j.. ::;'_• kr..iuc : 
Which well deroiucN to ilrctch an l:;.':.-.p.-:i ftring. 
And climbe the ^allowes lor to feckc V.is graue : 

Oiue lv» the lH>tti>!ue of a true iv.a:;s purfe. 

Take v>ut hi> coine, and not accounted uorfe ; I lO 

And lie. lo whom the K'Uc did cril hcfall. 

raliV with a fcoffe. lo mend tlic match witliall. 

Thefc arc the humvniis of ihcfo prefent daics. 
Where lull is taken for a lauti;ll iliin • 
The Dilphin on the watei sklppv< and plaios. 
When as AnyH Knuuls the lUucr ihin;! : 
4\ hvMUely bit in Uiiet iome ilifi'ell 
Uiitei then ilainth •.. when their b.u^lund-? teaft ; 
^'.M/-. '/..#■.',. .Stolne lue.id i-. IweiU- \\\ . i.*^*;." aiul tlie S^ri'ir 

Nevdi-. nuill Sou j-.uu- \\u' ^'uvkvv Icaue to fmg. 120 

And 
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Pasquils Night-cap, 

And (footh to say) needes mud that pleafant fowle 
Straine forth the plaine-fong of her pretty note, 
When crooked age, halfe parting with his foule. 
Will on a wanton Minion feeme to dote. 

And hee which hath one foote within the graue. 

Will needes beftride a gennet yong and braue. 

Well may the Cuckoe fing at fuch a wedding. 

When age and youth together go a bedding. 

Nathleffe I will not iuftifie this part. 

And bolder vp vaine folly with my quill, 1 30 

A frolicke forehead hath a wanton heart, 

This wicked world is prone enough to ill : 

But in my iudgement, if it might fo pafle. 

An old mad foole, that weds a youthfuU LaiTe, 

Deferues a coxecombe, and to be withall. 

The chiefe Commander in Sow-guelders Hall. 

Well erft Lycurgus in his prouidence, 

Wifely forbade all aged men to marry ; 

For (certs) he knew their infufficience, 

Muft by al reafon make their wiues mifcarry : 140 

When once the ftocke is dead, decai'd and rotten, 

Small is the fruite which from that tree is gotten. 

Yong plants affoord increafe in feemely order, 

Shrubbes feme for nothing but to fill the border. 

Would it not make a Cynnicke laugh the while, 

And Agelastus for to fing and whiftle. The father of 

(Which ne're in all his life was feene to fmile. 

But when an old Mare once did eate a thiftle) 

If they fhould fee a whithered rotten fcold, 

A toothlefie beldame, fickely, lame and old : 150 

When fhee can neither go nor (land vpright, 

Addrefie herfelfe in armour to the fight 
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PasquUs NighK^^. 

And 15 it not as foolifli, and as mad. 
To sec old MumfJimuSy that gouty Sire, 
Pranke \'p himfelfe like to a youthfull lad. 
And looke as hanfome as a Pippin Squire ? 

And when he fcarce hath breath to keepe in life. 

Dcfire to couple uith a youthfull wife ? 

The foolc dcfcrucs to weare a moatley coate. 

When he fliould thinke on death, begins to dote. l6o 

For little knowes the Woodcocke, what pertaincs» 
Vnto the picafures of the marriage bed, 
Wlien that an empty paunch for food complaines. 
Nature requires (I wis) it fhould bee fed, 

A yong wilde colt, when graffc begins to faile. 

Leaps forth his bounds, fprings ouer hedge & pale. 

And neuer rells in quiet, till hce know 

Or finde a field, where better grafTe doth grow. 

No marucll then, if that a lufly Laflfe, 

That lookcs as frrOi, as doth a flower in May, 170 

WTien Ihc is mated with a foolilh AlTe, 

WTiich ftormcs like Winter on his wedding Day, 

Sometimes fcckcs change of [xillurc and Prouant, 

Becaufe her commons be at home fo fcant. 

For in a dri'd red herring, and poore Ichns, 

Remaines more \xrtue then in old mens bones. 

WTiat comfort can a newly married wife 

Haue in the company of fuch a drone. 

Which (like a Cricket) doth confume his life. 

And lies in bed as cold as any ftone, 180 

Mouing no more, then doth a dead mans coarfe, 

Coughing and fpitting, like a rotten horfe. 

Pain d with the Palfie. vexed with tlie Gout ? 

Better a woman were to live without 

Would 



Pasquils Night-cap, 

Would it not grieue a dog to fmell the meate, 

And haue it hanging ftill before his nofe, 

Yet cannot get a morfell for to eate, 

Though hunger force him barke, and tell his woes ? 
Leffe were his torment neuer to efpy it, 

Then to behold the meate, and not to come nie it, 190 

Farre better were it ftill a maid to tarry, (many, 
Then want such things, for whicli a maid doth 

And fitter were it knocke her on the head. 
And rid her forth the forrowes of this life. 
Then by a lingring paine to liue as dead. 
Void of the fports belong vnto a wife : 

And like to Tantalus, ftill thirft for drinke, 

Whenas her lips do wel neere touch the brinke. 

This is the caufe prouokes an honeft maid 

Become a MiftreiTe in the dealing Trade. aoo 

For when ftie wants that which her neighbors haue, 

Which are not halfe fo beautifuU as (he, 

So propper, fine, welfauoured and braue. 

Neither fo fit for fport and ioUity ; 
Yet blefled by their fortune and good hap, 
Sit playing with their children in their lap. (ter, 

Wel max ^^ with much patience brook the mat- 
But (fure) her teeth perforce muft runne of water. 

And if flie fall in longing for the Thing, 

Which is the inftrument of earthly pleafure, 210 

And binds more firmely then the wedding ring, 

Begetting little children out of meafure ; 

Her health and life vpon her longing ftands, 

And what good can ftiee looke for at his hands, 

Whose feeble ioints are ftiffe for want of marrow, 

And hath lefle courage then an old cock fparrow } 

Scarce 
II 



So(ralf,. 



Scarce b aa old man fi^ tn fw^ r^ a Taim^ 

Or play the finxidier in a warlike Cold ; 

For iii^;iit be wantcs his weapons to aAtati^ 

And to refift his foe widi ^leaie and fheild. 
But left of fierce he is a maid to wcd» 
And play the iboldier in the marrt^ne brd _ 
For he diat ladces ftrength to endure the ^^jc&^ 
Is not fit man to fldnnifk in the tt^iL 



Wedding (feme iaie) it is a kind of wane; 
Wbofe feild betweene a paire of fhetes 8 p^^ 
(Thcai^ otherwife fometinics be&Q a tarrc; 
When hnfwiues fingers chance to be too 1%^) 

Then he wiiich fuch a matter goes about^ 

Moft needes be ftroog^ couragious^ and ftout, 230 

For (harper cooflictes marriage doth betide» 

Than euer fbuklier in the warres hath tride. 

The moft rictorious man that ener liu'd, 

(Strong Hercules that famous warrioiu; 

Which tweltie admired Labours once atchiu'd. 

And neuer fought but prou'd a conquerour) 
Though he with ftrength was ouercome of no mi, 
Was not of force to wreftle with a woman. 
But tooke the foile, and gaue her leaue to win, 
And for his penance was enioyn*d to fpin. 240 

Yea he, which by the Oracle was faid 

To be the wifeft perfon in his time, 

After that he was married to a maid, 

Which would not loofe the pleafures of her prime, 
f'ftriu fit It i' For all his knowledge was efteem'd a sot 
Vtnhimti' And bcaftly crowned with a chamber-pot : 

;////// »A/////. Strength is but weake, and wifedome fcemes a foole, 
uunn. When Cupid leades them into Venus fchoole. 

If 
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If then the greateft courage be too flender, 

And learned heads as fottifli as a blocke, 250 

When once they combat with the female gender, 

And enter difputation with the fmocke : 

How can an aged, filly, foolifli Affe, 

Thinke to encounter with a youthfuU LafTe, 

Neither of might the battell to endure. 

Nor well approued of his furniture ? 

Yet if (forfooth) there be no remedy. 

But that the doting Gray-beard muft be wed : 

Let ancient Nejlor for to pleafe his eye. 

Make choice of old Niuo/a for his bed. 260 

For ftill by nature they do beft agree, 

Which are alike in age and quality : 

And fooner will the North-pole meet the South, 

Then frozen Age be pleafant vnto Youth. 

One afked of Diogettes in left. 

What time of life a man were beft to marry } luueni ntm 

Well he replide : For youth I think it bejl^ 

Becaufe it is too foone^ tliat he may tarry ^ 

And for an old man^Jince it is too late^ 

Let him content himfelfe ivith Jingle Jlate. 2/0 

A little wind blowes bloffomes from the tree ; 

And rotten apples eate vnpleafantly. 

Scarce I fuppofe, that any yong Maid would 
Confume her Summer by cold Winters fire ; 
Though by conftraint, or for the Mifers gold. 
Some haue aduentured on an aged Sire : 

But either fhe before hath had a fall, 

And weds old Cruft that he may father all : 

Or elfe to haue more fcope and liberty, 

Vnder a colour for adultery. 280 

C But 
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x^ i'.xv ^^ TT ^ci f. f : j:ci i 5xf2^ Swainc; 290 

t,.^ >vt ,v :\;: ^r.vr. ?-jLir.: njan? his Creft, 
\ rv ;^' ♦^ vv >. r ^r^c JL C-vk.lo with the beft : 
, f-^-* >^^xv;. >:> *-:V is? rr.uci tco blame, 
*. o i* *<v ^'-^ **.:i tic cnxiit o< that name. 

V^c •''V t'^ •" v^^> I hcinr JL2 oipeih knaae^ 
.* 's ■<; ' ^ ^ vrooi Ji:\: fcvcr.rii: taihion : 

'\^ .'*v\*\vv* v\:cvx^v: which >»~a5 eril a name 

,^ . . . . >\' ^^ :>. rv.^rvMch and ihanie, 

. ^ ^' » ; . ^ ^',i .'O i«* v^'ur tin*cs itvp toiXn, 

,. V V . > < ^t ^^0 0-: cr^vl:: Jini gnrai worth ? 

.. ^' V > < ^ ^xV v\i-!o::i:t\ or n:nowne, 

, . . \ . V ^ xv.v:*. as his owne, 

. , , u \i^ ;o s^r ir.tluny before? 

, . i u» ^ V .u\v\v: vMn bcfalL 

^, . . , . s V* rv^'\ as \\\ thnintlcr Hall, 310 

; ^^ V .<.:»v » » w'u^l is his by rii^ht. 

. , V { \ -\xnI v\\lvi vluKs him Knight? 
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Peace prating Cynicke, left thou proue a dolt Confutation. 

A fnarling curre will barke at euery feafon. 
The groffer foole, the fooner fhoots his bolt, 
Although his wordes be voyd of wit and reafon. 

Little thou know'ft (poore foole) thy great amifTe, 

In fcandalizing fuch a name as this ; 

Which in thy rafhneire thus doft iniury, 

Thy felfe, thy friends, and famous Cuckoldry. 320 

But whatfoe're thou art, that feem'ft to fcorne. 
Carping the wel-fare of anothers ftate, 
And thus derid'ft the credit of the home : 
(To great a glory for a fcoffing mate) 

Seeke not too much a Cuckold to defame, 

For feare thy felfe be fubiect to that name ; 

True is the faying, though it feeme a left, 

The Bird is filthy that defiles her neji. 

And how canft thou repute thy felfe as free. 

And quite exempted from the Cuckoes fong, 330 

Since thoufands (farre fuperiour vnto thee) 

Grudge not her ditty fhould to them belong ? 

For any a man of woman borne 

Is fubiect by deftiny to weare the home : 

And though as yet no homes attend vpon thee, Actu vd 

Fortune hereafter may beftow them on thee. pountui. 

If thou be linked in the Gordian knot, 

And bound in fetters of the marriage ftate : 

Grieue not the homes (hould fall vnto thy lot, 

Or that the Cuckoe fmgs before thy gate : 340 

For if thou marry, ftill make fure of this ; 

To beare with patience, what thy fortune is. 

Neither repine a Cuckold for to bee. 

But blefle thy fate, and thanke thy deftiny. 
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And ncucr louc thv wife a whit the worfc. 

For which «I wis" thou art beholding to her: 

Nor fcemc for this to frown, brawle. swcare, & curiTe, 

Becaufc (he hath a little bene a doer ; 

But rather praife her for her kinde deuotion. 
Since fhcc hath lift thee \"p to fuch promotion : 350 

I^ not di fmai'd, though faucy knaues do ieft. 
Knight of the Thou art exalted to beare fuch a Crcft. 

Forked ( )rder, 
and not in* 

ferior to fome And let bafe fleering fcoundrels taike their fill. 

new knights. * , . ., , , , . , t^ • » 

And idle muddy brames out-braue their better. 
The world doth want no foolcs, nor euer will : 
Dolts fcoffe at learning, which fcarce know a letter. 
And lame blind BaiarJ cuqt is as bold. 
As brauer horfcs which for more are fold : 
None is more preft to blot a Cuckolds name. 
Then he which is both v'oyd of wit and Ibame. 360 

Now if thefe fpurrc-blind Peafants could but fee 
How much thcmfclucs they blemifli and difgrace : 
Cautnepa- And how they Ihamc their friends and progeny, 
emjtnas, fhcir kindred, their acquaintance, and their race. 

They would not fpcake fo rafhiy a*? they vfe. 
Nor fecme fo much kind Cuckolds to abufe : 
The greater is their folly to depniuc. 
That title which perchance themfelues may hauc 

Better it were for old men fay the bed. 

Or elfe fay nothing, and to hold their tongue, 370 

Then at a Cuckold either fcoffe or left. 

Which might as well to them before belong : 

And let the married without feare and (hame» 

Seeke to vphold w^ jgg,th> t name. 

Clearer he ''' ^^MS^ * 

For l\ ^^KKM ^"^ 
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And as for yong men, which doe cheifely fcorne 

The ancient badge of famous Cuckoldrie : 

It is their duty to applaud the home, 

And to defend it by their chieualrie. 

And at all times a Cuckolds part to take, 
Both for their credits and their kindreds fake. 
Though now their head-peece be not fully caft, 
Each dog muft haue his day : No time is paft. 

Neither can they exempt themfelues as free. 
Although in marriage they have had no doing ; 
At Cuckolds-hauen manie landed bee, 
Euen in the verie time they go a woing : 

And fome haue fuch good fortune in their play 
They proue right cuckolds on their wedding day, 
For certaine I haue heard of fuch a lurch 
The verie howre before they went to Church. 

What perfon is he of fo fpeciall gift, 
That can affirme he doth a Virgin Marrie ? 
Many a wench hath had a fecret lift 
Which of a Virgin ftill the name doth carrie. 
In euerie corner maides there are great ftore ; 
Yet diuers of them haue beene tried before : 
A lade in Smith-field fooner may you find, 
Then buy a courier, found of limbe and wind. 
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Wife is that child (the common Prouerb faith 
Though fcarce I doe beleeue it as my Creed) 
Which fo much knowledge of his father hath, 
He can auouch, that this is hee indeed. 
For though the mother doe proteft and fweare 
Her hu(band did beget what fhe doth beare, 
Yet now a daies men are fo much beguild, 
They oft proue fathers to anothers child. 
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This hath the vfual practife of this time 
Made mod apparant, and as cleare as day. 
For when yong gentlemen be in their prime. 
And giue thcmfclucs to wantonnes and play : 
If that they chance a countrey maid to pricke. 
And with a Timpanie the wench grow sicke, 
Then (Iraight his fcruing-man, or hackney-foole. 
Mud t>e a couer to his maifters ftoole. 
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And not alone are feniingmen fo mad. 

To father what another hath begot, 

But better pcrfons now and then are glad 

To tafte what others put into the pot. 
For fcarce a wife of any gallant carriage 
Doth now perfourme what (he hath vow'd in mar- 
And fo great vcrtuc hath attracting gold, (riage, 

Manie cannot be honed, though they would. 

If fomc feeme chad, it doth of this proceed. 
They haue the wit to doe, and not be fpied. 
And know by dccpe diflcmbling and good heed. 
With fobcr lookcs their wanton luftes to hide. 
iyomc w<>cnien mud be woe*d, they are fo chad. 
And fome there are which tempt poore men as fad. 
That to conclude, as A riojlo taught, 
Manie of them be lewd, vnchad, and naught. 
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Phar^o, the king of jEgypt, being blind 
For ten yeares fpace, made trial 1 of this matter, 
When by the OracU he was afTmg d 
To wafli his eies in fuch a womans water, 
Which kept her faith inuoilate and right. 
And ncucr had to doc with any wight 
But oncly with her husband : Then (hould hee 
Againc rccoucr fight, and clearcly fee. 
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Manie a womans water Phar'o tride ; 
And manie a chamber-pot to him was brought, 
Yet dill his fight was unto him deni'd, 
Becaufe the female vrine helped nought : 
Nor could his wife releafe the wofuU King 
By the diftilling vertue of her fpring : 
Long lay king Phar'o in great grief and paine, 
Defpairing euer to haue fight againe. 

And, but that one at lad of honed life, 
Which ader manie thoufands thither came. 
And was approu'd a true and faithfull wife, 
A modefir matron, and a vertuous dame, 
Redor'd his fight by vertue of the fountaine. 
Which bubbled purely from her bearing 
He yet had liu'd in darknefie, and beene blind. 
For fuch Phifitions dill are hard to find. 
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Here may the reader three things chiefly gather. 
What dore of homes were extant by this matter ; 
How hardly then a child could know'^his father, 
And what the vertue was of woemens water. 

The fird many might challenge as their right ; 

The lad had power to giue the blind their fight ; 

And how could children know their fathers well. 

When as their mothers truly could not tell ? 
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Much could I wifli, that Phat^o were to trie 
The vertue of this medicine once againe, 
That we might fee what faith and loialtie 
In married wiues doth at this day remaine. 
Sure manie of them which haue done amifie. 
Would fay they had the done, and could not piffe : 
And many which we iudge could not be blamed, 
Then to make water would be much afliamed. 
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Then fliould you fee fomc wocmcn which make 
Of pure bchauiour, and great honcftic. (Ibowe 

Which will not touch a man, for ought wc know. 
Nor once bee fcenc in prophanc compante : 

Which walkc in little ruffes, and fct their <acc 

So fimpringly, as if they ftill faid grace : 

Tlien (hould you fee them by their vrinall 

To bee found meercly hypocriticalL 4*> 

Then fliould you fee how daintie and prccifc 

Manie fine minions would be at this matter 

Affirming that it could not hcl|>c his eies, 

To haue them waflicd in a womans water ; * 

But that it was the fupcrftitious tricke 

Of fome prophanc, ung*Hllic Catholique, 

Bccaufc within the Primitiu-: of yore, 

They neuer read of fuch a thing before. 

Then fliould you fee fomc men which doe deride 

And fcoffe at others wearing of the home, 49^ 

When their ownc wiucs did come ft)r to bee tride, 

How they fliould be rcquiteil with like fcorne ; 

Then manie woenjcn which fccme ci>ie and nice, 

Would be diffcmblers found by this dcuicc : 

So that if Pharo now reload wouUl bee, 

It would be long, ere he fliould clearly fee. 

Nath'les I will not be too cynicall, 

To condemne eucric woman for this fault, 

Nor for a ccrtaine number blcmilh all. 

Each beggar is not lame, though manie hault. 5^0 

Nor eucrie woman, of fo fmall compunction. 

To violate her faith and holie function ; 

For many wocmcn (doubtlc ffe) may be ft^und 

Which keep their plighted promifc whole & foiid. 

And 
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And God forbid, that wee fhould all condemne, 

Though all do tafte the tree of good and ill : 

For in fo great a number, fome of them 

Muft needes bee honeft (though againft their will) 

Some are for feare as modeft as they may, (pl^iy • 

And worldly fhame which holds them from their 510 
And some referue their loyalty vntainted, 
Becaufe with Gallants they are not acquainted 

And fome for want of more conuenient place, 
And time, which for fuch pleafures are elected, 
Preferue themfelues from blemifli and difgrace ; 
Chiefely, becaufe they would not be sufpected : 

And fome for other idle vnknowne caufe, 

Obferue a while their vowes and marriage lawes : 

But very few of them, which to the laft 

For loue of honefty continues chad. 520 

Sometimes the golden prey doth make the theife. 

And women yeeld for further maintenance : 

Sometimes (hort commons makes them feeke relcife : 

And ftubborne vfage and fterne countenance. 
Perforce conftraines a woman now and than 
To feeke for comfort of a kinder man ; (married, 

And fometime want of heartes, when handes are 
Is one great caufe, that many haue mifcarried. 

For 'tis not now, as erft in elder daies, 

When marriage was contracted by affection, 530 

For kindred now fo much the matter fwaies. 

The parties haue fmall choice in loues election ; 

But many times, ere one behold the other. 

An vnaduifed match the friends doe fmother : 

And howfoeuer they two can agree, 

Their friends haue woo'd, & they muft maried be. 

D When 
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Here could I cote a rabble of thofe wiues, 

That you would wonder but to heare them nam'd, 570 

Which whilome led fuch lewd diflioneft Hues, 

That to remember them I am afliam'd, 
But that the multitude and mighty number, 
Were good for nothing but your eares to ctiber : 
Nor neede we any proofes from graue be brought, 
We haue too many lining which are nought. 

Nor will I here their other vices fcanne. 

Which more then to a million do amount : 

He that would know them, may in Mantuan 

See a great nnmber more then I can count : 580 

As enuy, fcolding, fwearing, lying, pride, 

Diflembling, and a thoufand faults beflde. 

Which I forbeare : becaufe beyond my tex*, 

I would be loth thofe louing wormes to vex. 

For they are creatures, which God made, to nurfe 

And comfort man ; t'increafe and multiply : 

But firft, for comfort they procur'd his curffe, 

And brought a woe to mans pofterity : 

Yet for th'increafe which was of them required. 

They often bring forth more then are defired : 590 

Filling their husbands bames with others come. 

As if to bargaine they were onely borne. 

For inftance of this truth, I can proclaime 
Diuers examples which are worth the hearing : 
To fhew that wiues, before they'l loofe their game ; 
Will ftill be taking vp, and fall to bearing : 

But that I feare I fhould to much offend them. 

And yet, although I know it will not mend them, 

One rie produce ; becaufe I do not loue, 

T'affirme for truth, more then I well can proue. 600 

D 2 Within 
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Within the fpacious bounds of fertile Kent, (ded) 

(The Country, which for Long-tailes is comaien- 

Where the increafe of Rabbets paies the rent, 

And fixe daies labour is in one day fpended : 
Whether the Citizens (when daies are faire) 
Saile downe for plcafures, and to take the aire : 
T'cate plums and cherics : and about the Spring, 
To heare the Nightingale and Cuckoe fing. 

There is a Towne, I lift not tell the name, 

(Nor is the naming worth a Grauef-end Toft) 6io 

Men of all Countries trauaile through the fame, 

And (if they money want) may kiflfe the poft, 

Englijh, Italids, Turks, Moorcs, Spaniards, Germans^ 
Danes, Scots, French, Irijh, Mufcouits, and Normans^ 
And new Virgineans, and of eucry fort, (fliort. 

Some white, fome blackc, fome long-men, & fome 

Som honeft men, fome fools, fome knaues, fome wife, 

Paffe through this Towne, of all degrees at large, 

Some thicucs, fome Tailors, which do ftill deuife 

New foolifti faftiions to put men to charge. 620 

Some Cittizens, fome Cuckolds there ariues, (wiues : 
Some queans, fome Maids, fom bawds, & fome good 
And through this Towne they traucl to the ferry. 
To be conuai'd by Tilt-boate, or by Wherry. 

It is the place as now I call to mind, 
Where Marrincrs and their efpoufed Mates, 
Frollicke at farewell, while they ftay for wind. 
Which (hould tranfport them oucr to the Straites, 

It is the place whereas they kifle and part 

With weeping ty^% and with a heauy heart, 630 

Fonvard he goes his voyage to cntend, 

Backe fhee returnes to meetc a fccrct freind. 
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Within that Towne, there whilom was an Inne, 
Where man and horfe at liuerie might (land, 
There dwelt an Hofteffe with a double chin, 
A buxon wench, as any in the land : 

She now was old and tough, yet in her youth 

She was a morfell for a Parfons tooth ; 

Tender and faire, and plumpe ; and with the reft 

Courteous, and kind to welcome euery gfueft. 640 

And therewithall well could (he talke and chat. 
And tell of faries, and doe other thinges 
Her friend to pleafure. But what matter's that ; 
Her husbad knew not, where the fhooe him wringes. 

For though fhe was a wanton, fhe was wife. 

And knew what times were fit to fall and rife ; 

And in her head this Prouerb ftill did carry, 

Altfiatigh thou be not chajle^ yet be thou cliarie. 

And (fure) I con her thanke and mickle praife 

(Confidering many of them doe ftep a wrie) 650 

That fhe could line her fhoes with vnder-laies 

So cunningly, that few the fault did fpie : 

For fince at Lodam they all loue to play. 

And will play falfe, yet her commend I may. 

That fo can (hift great Loaders from her hand, 

No lookers on, nor gamefters vnderftand. 

What with our eies we fee not in this cafe 

We greeue not with our heart, (as people fay) 

Nor doth the Forefter, which keepes a chafe 

(Vnleffe he fee men beare his game away 660 

Or by the bloud find where the Deare did fall) 

Suppofe he wanteth anie game at all : 

For how can Warreners their conyes miffe, 

Vnleffe they come, iuft when the hunting is ? 
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But though that marriage makes moft hu(bands 
Or ells of one eye all of them depriues. (blinde. 

That what their left hand doth they cannot find. 
Nor fee the fecrct dealings of their wiues ; 

Yet had my fubtile Hoft fome fmall fufpition 

My HoftcflTc was too pliant of condition ; 670 

But they that Innes and Ordinaries keepe 

Mud often fee and winke, and wake and fleepe. 

For trauaillers, when thej' .ire in their Inne, 

Louc to be mcrr)', and to make good chearc : 

How ere they fwagger, it mud be no fmnc. 

The forehead of my Hoft muft ftill be cleare, 

And though they chance my Ht^ftcflTc for to kiffc. 

My Hoft muft fay. thcr's nothing done amiffc : 

For they will pay like Kingcs, for all they take, 

And I hauc dowc (Gods plcntic) for my cake. 680 

For what care I ? or wherein am I worfc 
Though others tine their candles at my light ? 
Or though another man doth vfc my purfe ? 
If ftill my camlle burnc both fairc and bright, 

And that my purfc rctiirnc home without tearing, 

With ftore of monie, nothing worfc for wearing. 

For this pofition I will eucr hold, 

' Tis better wedde a Baggage, tlun a Scold. 

Thus was mine Hoft content to let his wife 

Keepe companic, and wellcome euerie gueft, 690 

No foolifli iealoufie did ftir vp ftrife, 

Nor fond fufpition did their ftatc moleft : 
For (he was merric, and did loue to play, 
And with her mirth mine Hoft could well away : 
For though his wife did hault, he knew as much. 
That all his neighbours wiucs did need a crutch. 

But 
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But to go forward. Now they both were old, 

And pad the pleafures of their youthful! nature, 

One child they had, more deare to them then gold, 

A prettie maid, iuft of her mothers ftature : 700 

Like her in face, in perfon, and in fauour. 

Like her in qualities, and in behauiour ; 

In all thinges like her mother, but in one, 

Her name was Kate \ her mothers name was lone. 

Her father lou'd her well, becaufe he fee 
His wiues true image in his daughters face ; 
A forward Impe (he was, and like to bee 
A proper woman, (if (he want not grace) 

For to fpeake truth, and without partialitie, 

She was endu'd with manie a prettie qualitie, 710 

For (he could fing moft fweetly, dace moft finely. 

And on her virginals (hee plaied diuinely. 

At vpper end of table, by her mother, 
Dinner and fupper, louely Kate did fit, 
Whereby difcourfing ftill with one or other 
She grew to haue a prettie ready wit ; 

And could both ieft, & taunt, to make a laughter, 

That all men faid (hee was her mothers daughter. 

And fo (he was ; for you (hall euer finde, 

" That crowes breed crawes : And cat will after kind. 720 

But time paft on, and Kate was paft a child, 
And in the teenes about a yeare or two ; 
When nature, which can neuer be exiFd, 
Made her conceiue, what (he was borne to doc. 

For now vaine luftes, and idle prouocations, *• 

Stir'd vp her mind with loofe imaginations. 

And this conceit (lill in her fancie ran, 

The chief eft pleafure was to know a man. 
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And now (hoc thoujjht ^good Lord) what happy 
Hauc wocmcn allwaics after they are wed ? (liucs 730 

How pleafantly and mcrric Hue ihofc wiues. 
Which haue a man to comfort them a bed ? 

WTiat fools arc maids to hold that thing fo dcare. 

Which lets their fp^-^rts & grieus the for to beare ? 

This I rcfoUie, though yet I d.K not marT>- : 

My maiden-head I will not longer carric. 

Thus courteou<5 KaU decreed ; and eucn the bed 

(Oft times^ about her yearcs are fo inclined : 

For their virginitie doth fo molert. 

And is io great a burthen to their mindc JAP 

That fcarto a maid no kone as the hath (kill) 

But keej^s her ma:den-hcad aj;aint1 her will. 

And verie manv of them I hauc fcene 

For grief then>>f ^rv^v fick'.ie, and Uv>ke grccnc 

But Kjitf had wnv'd that nckrtcne to j^retient. 
And nv>t to lead old iTn^nin;^ A:xr< in hell. 
And thcrvu»rc the betimes to rh> ficke went 
The cauK \ v^f that m.i!ad-e tv^ v;ue*l 

And tartiu^ ot :o:v..- v*.r«^ -es within a comer. 

Whi\h \\\\\ \vv*:v* ?n ■.v.\rv\t bv :h' ca:>ta:n //Vrjj«-r, 750 

Vhat the did lhin*;xe. the nere ihou'.d >.aue enough- 

Vhi^ Taptaine /:V'^,- io:r,et riv-^ '.-.:evi KaU. 

Uul \M.vu\tv* .;;iaTv*N i\-. - \y .LN;:e 

Mu\e UsMtx-av WAX \!^x\ • ".; : -.x ;> ,:\i marH;: : 

Hmi .1*. XX,. V XX , . -o xx- . . XXV, • :jl: :/ Ar\kir.^. 760 
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Behold a womans vnreftrained third, 
Her greedy appetite, and great defire : 
After that fhe hath broke the hedge at firft, 
And tafted of the fruite that all require : 

Her minde is fo vnbounded without meafure. 

That (he is neuer fatisfied with pleafure. 

But ftill (like to the graue) for more doth cry. 

Or (like the horfe-leach) which is euer dry. 

In fuch a gaping cafe was wanton Kate^ 

After that (he had tafted of the potions, 770 

Which Doctor Captaine Homer gaue her late, 

To bridle and repreffe her youthfull motions : 

For though ftie did defire to drinke before, 

Yet now her thirft increafed ten times more. 

For after we haue found the fweete of finne. 

We worfe refraine, then when we did beginne. 

Thus Kate gaue bridle to her liberty. 

And (when occafion ferued) made not dainty, 

For fhee had put her felfe in ieopardy, 

To try the battell at the leaft with twenty : 780 

And (he was growne fo flcilfull in her play. 

That very few went conquerors away : 

But they that with fo many haue about. 

Shall fometimes haue the worft I make no doubt 

'Tis bad in fickneffe to haue diuers Doftors : 
Their fundry medicines will but make thee worfe : 
In law 'tis foolifh to fee many Proftors, 
For fome will harme thy caufe and hurt thy purfe : 

So 'tis no wifedome in a wanton maide. 

To vfe her pleafurcs, as a common trade, 790 

And make her paftimes like her occupation. 

Which were inucnted for her recreation. 

E So 
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So long the pitcher home doth \fc-ater fetch. 
That by fomc kntxikc it broken doth rctume : 
So long the flye doth at the candle cletch, 
That in conclufion Ihce her wings doth bume : 

So long a wench may Phyfickc vfc to take 

To cure the griping of her belly-ake, 

That (he may furfet in fuch dangerous cafe. 

As (he will be the worfc a twclue-months fpace. 800 

Thus it befell to Kate, that was fo frolicke : 

Her bucket now was broken at the well, 

Shee now complain'd that llie had got the coUicke, 

And maruaillcd much to fee her belly fwell : 

Her mother gauc her drinkcs, and with a charme 
Did clap the pot-lid to her belly warme, 
To kill the wumies. Hut all her meanes arc x'aine, 
They are no wormes that put her to fuch painc 

Sometimes about the ftomacke griefe l"he fccles. 

And fomctimcs of her backe (hee doth complaine, 810 

Sometimes a quicke thing in her with two heeles, 

She thinkcs doih llirrc. which maks her fearc againe 

Slu* is with child : but vet ihe doth not know, 

For it may Ik: her guts, that tumble fo : 

I'^r it may be with fatneiVe and with wind. 

That ihe growcs big before, and broad behind. 

\\\\\ now iho did bcginnc to long for Cherries, 

For C\HllingN rofcoile-^. and for Apple-pies : 

And now \\\c Luno \\vk;UI oa:o fomo c^i^vMcbcrries, 

And ruvMv iluni; whivh came Ivt'oro her eyes ; 820 

Oi olluM> \AA \w\ of, or iho Cv^ulvi r.ame, 

Sho \\\\\ iU rnv\| |\m lo tai\o tho Umc. 

St» \\\A\ xXw MoiUv I JvOin;; ilv.s cfuv";, 

.Sonu'whrtl lHj;au \\<\ viauj^hler to i^ifpec'l 

And 
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And one day taking Katherine afide. 
Into the Parlour or fome priuate place, 
She gan to tell her that (he had efpide 
Both by the change of coulour in her face, 

And by her longing for fo many things, 

And by the griping, which her (lomacke wrings, 830 

That fomewhat in her body was amiffe ; 

And therefore, Kate^ come tell me what it is. 

Tell me (quoth fhe) and doe not hide thy fault, 
And if thou haft offended, let me know it, 
'Tis hard before a Cripple for to halt : 
For I perceiue, although thou wilt not (hew it, 

That thou haft bene too bufy with a man, 

And art with child ; deny it if thou can ; 

Tell me, for though we cannot helpe the fame, 

Yet by preuention we may hide thy (hame. 840 

Kate, which knew well her Mother was too wife, 
To be diffembled with in fuch a cafe. 
Thought it was bootleffe for to blind her eies, 
Which could di(ceme her folly by her face, 

And therefore on her knees (he fell before her. 

And for remiffion did with teares implore her, 

And fmce deniall could no comfort bring. 

She plainely told her Mother euery thing. 

And firft (he told her : how that Captaine Homer 

Before he trauaill'd to the New-found Land, 850 

By chance did meete her in a fecret corner, 

And preft her for a fouldier of his band : 

And how that diuers other men of Armes, 

Befieg'd her afterwards with fre(h alarm's ; 

But who had blowne her vp, and made her fwell. 

Mother (quoth (he) in truth I cannot tell. 

E 2 Now 
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Now Fenedicite, her Mother faid. 

And haft thuu bene already such a Twiggcr, 

I durll haue fwume thi»u hadft bene yet a Maid, 

And would'ft haue bene fo till thuu hadft bin bigger. 86o 

Art thou bcjjut with child, and can'ft not gather. 

Out of fo many, one. to be the father ? 

Nor any but the Captaine can'ft thou name, 

Wliich long fince went to fca ? Now fy for Ihasnc. 

With that the lliooke her head and bent her brows, 
A^ if ihc had bone anj;;r>' ; when behold. 
Mine H«irt come*! in. to whom mine Hofteffe (hewes 
Their daughters fad mifchance. us hath bene told) 

Which when hee heard ; fctiing his cap afide. 

He was fo angr)* that he could not chide : 870 

At last he faid : And hath the plaid the whoorc ? 

Fy on her. Baggage, tume her out of dore. 

Mine HofteiTe. feeing him to grow fo hot, 
Stcpt out, and fi^ke to him with f|>eeches milde, 
Dcfirin^ him. although there were a blot. 
He Wiuild rcmcmlxT that the wa^ their child : 

And not to caft her K-^xi, f.»r one fault paft ; 

For neither is the t'.rtl nor will be laft, 

K^\ |;mHl nu*n> children ii'ure I thinke as ftiee) 

That in their youth oiicnd in this degree. 880 

\\\\\ huslMUil ^^^uoth thc> *tis no time to brawle : 
Wer ,ill luiur l.uilis ,uui need for to amend : 
Th«* deed IS l^^^^c, and wordos cannot recall 
I hat whiih IS |miI. nor biin^ it to an end : 

^!anv that n%^\\ iivmos honeil m their liues, 

Wkww done rts much, Ivtorr th.\t thcv were wiues 

* Tit tiuc v»iuoth he> Hut ;!'.:< :s tv^»^ to^^ viide. 

She ki\o\^e<« not who is I'atho! to hoi chilvio. 

If 
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If flic could name the Sire, I did not care ; 

For by their marriage fhe might hide her fliame. 890 

Although he were a begger poore and bare, 

Or if he were a cripple, blind and lame. 

Or whofoeuer, if fhe knew the father, 

And could produce him, I could beare the rather : 

But neither knowing him, nor his abiding, 

This is a wonder worthie of deriding. 

Lord (quoth mine Hofteffe) what a coile you keepe ! 

Was neuer other woman fo beguild ? 

Some I haue heard haue beene conceiu*d a fleepe, 

And neuer knew the Father of their child. (fmother, 900 

And fome haue fuch good lucke their faults to 

That they will lie with one, then wed another. 

And wonder not, becaufe (he hath mifcarried, 

For fhe's as good a maid, as mod are married. 

We all haue faultes : and 'tis a womans nature 
To loue a man : She hath but done her kind. 
For when that I was yong, about her ftature, 
I was unto the fport as well inclined 

As others were : for we haue all beene finners, 

And fometimes loue it better then our dinners, 910 

But God forgiue vs all. Both we and you. 

When we are yong, will doe as others doe. 

Well (quoth mine Hoft) I tell thee once againe : 
Thefc thinges are not the point whereon I fland ; 
Let me but know the man, which tooke the paine 
To fowe his feed in her vnfallowed land. 

And I am pleafd ; and will doe all I can 

To haue her quickly married to that man. 

Within her furrowes haue there plow'd fo manie, 

That for to reape the crop fhe knowes not anie ? 920 

E 3 And 
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An-J whst of that ? tnioe Hoftefle then repird: 
Can it be holpen now with wordes or wiode * 
Fitter it were for \-s to feeke to hide 
Her fhamc, before the world the fame doe fiode. 
Then like a paire of foolcs to prate and chat 
V'ato no purpoTe, of I know not what : 
One man (he knowcs ; but be is fuch a knaue. 
With my confent (he neuer fball him hxac 

And who is he (rcplide mine Hoft at lad). 
For whom j-our liking doth no better ftand ? 
Tis Captaine Hcnur, which fome & months pail 
(Quoth (he) went this way to the New-found laod. 
But he's fo great an vnthrift, that he would 
Confume this houfe, if it were full of gold : 
And hc*s a Papift. and I with her quicke 
Laid vnder ground, then wed a Catholique. 

Surely (quoth hce) 'tis (Irange to fee your minde. 
That hee twhom in times pafl you did commend 

To be an honcH thriftie man. and kinde, 
And who hath cucr been our f{>cciall friend) 
Should now fo far be cad out of your fzuour : 
Th.it, though the littcll be that he (hould haue her. 
(All things contidcrtl) yet you are fo turned. 
Before ihe be his wife, you'd with her burned. 

Hut howfiH-'ucr of the man you deeme, 
Or what conceit is come into your minde, 
1 caniuit till ; yet he to mee doth feeme, 
(For I will f]K:ake no worfe then I doe finde) 
To be a ciuile gentleman of carriage. 
And like to due lu well as ihe in marriage : 
,uic purfc, 
t doe no n'orfe. 
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But 'tis no matter ; once he would haue had her, 
And then (he muft not looke on Captaine Homer : 
Now fhe is puft, and blowne vp in the bladder, 
And now there is no doubt, but he doth fcorne her. 

And yet your anger is fo furious ftill. 

He fhall not marrie her with your good will, 

I thinke a woman is a fpright infernal!, 

If once fhe hate, her malice is etemall. 960 

It had been better that a chimny-fweeper 

Had married her, if they two had affefted. 

Though we had after beene compel'd to keepe her. 

Then with this fhamefuU deed to be detefted. 
For by that meanes, though he were ne're fo bafe. 
She might haue lookt her neighbours in the face. 
And now we both may keep her for our ftore, 

. And fhe fhall euer bee efteem'd a whore. 

Yet in my iudgement, the beft remedy 

That I can finde to couer her offence, 970 

Is, that in haft wee fend her priuily 

Vnto our friends or kindred, far from hence, 

Where for a feafon fhe fhall make abode, 

Vntill that fhe bee eafed of her lode ; 

And after that the child is put to nurfe, 

She may returne, a maide no iot the worfe. 

There like a wife fhall fhe herfelfe attire. 

And fo fhall blinde the Countrie with a wile ; 

Here we will fay, if any doe enquire, 

She's gone to foioume with our freindes a while : 980 

And when the child is bigger, and can runne. 

We will maintaine it as our cozens fonne ; 

And 'tis no newes, for I haue knowne a dozen. 

Which kept their baftards, & did call them cozen. 

But 
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But if die imtter cbazice to be dcfcxf d. 
And that it be dmi^ed in the Torac^ 
Soine hooeft place we «in for her pfDOide 
At r nmlm, i^wrxr flir flnll rmninr TnlmTnrnr ; 

And there (as Gmntiy-mca doe rtt to ieft) 

SheelbeaMaid»asgoodasisdiebeft; 990 

For 'tis a vfiiall practice and a vittie^ 

To fend vp broken vefleb to tiie Gttic 

Old hatSft old dcdxs; and other fiich old ware; 

Bought at the fecond hand, and ahnoft worn^ 

The Citizens drefie vp^ auid tiicke them fair^ 

And fell them vnto Countij'^-men in fcome : 
Againe, the Counti}*-men in lew of this 
Send vp their wenches; that haue done amiflS^ 
Crackt maides» grofle widdowes; and fuch broken 
Are good enough to marrie Cittie-GuUs. (Trul^ I009 

For I haue knowne fome wenches that haue borne 

Tow or 3 baftards (at the leaft) a peece. 

So that they were derided, had in fcome, 

And hooted at, as if they had been Geefe ; 
And afler all thefe mockes, and much a doe 
Haue gone to London but a yere or two, (Maides^ 

And there within fhort time haue proau'd good 
And been well married vnto men of Trades. 

Therefore this courfe is good, if you thinke fit, 

For firft abroade flie (hall be fafe deliuered, loio 

So that our neighbours (hall not know of it. 

And if her foUie be at home difcouered, 

Then vnto London may (he quickly wend, 

To take fuch fortune there, as God well fend ; 

Yet if that I might rule the rod, much rather 

I wifli that Horner might the baftard father. 

That 
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That Horner might ! replied mine Hofteffe then, 

I wonder why fo much you talke of him : 

In faith I could not loue him of all men. 

He lookes fo blacke, fo rigorous and grim : 1020 

Befides, he hath no Trade to Hue vpon, 
Nor lands to keepe him, when the wars are done. 
And there's another thing, which I like worfe. 
All his wiues fpending mufl come from his purfe. 

Oh, it will grieue a woman to the heart. 
For euery farthing that (he doth beftow. 
To make account, how (he did it impart. 
So that her hu(band mufl of all things know : 

For we haue many fecret meanes to fpend. 

Which are not fit our hufbands (hould intend : 1030 

For if that of them all they notice had, 

The moft of them (I feare) would run ftarke mad. 

It is your Cittizen, which keeps his wife, 
Gorgeous and gallant, with all prodigality : 
Shee Hues at pleafure ; leads a merry life ; 
Sits in her (hop with all formality : 

He hath a myftery which feldome failes ; 

And (he a great allowance by her vailes ; 

Her cob-web lawne, the altering of her wings, 

Come from her vailes, with many other things. 1040 

And truely it is wonderfuU to heare 

How some of them will brag of their great vailes : 

Boafling they gather 40 poundes by yeare. 

From the pill'd fcrapings of a few (heepes tailes : 
And fome from (hreds, and homes, and fuch like 
Are able euery weeke to buy a ruffe : (ftuffe : 

That (fure) I thinke them in their hattes as good, 
As Gentle-women in their veluet-hood. 

F Indeed 
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Indeed the Gentle-woemen looke more Ugh, 

And of the Cittizens will take the wall ; 1050 

Yet haue they but their penfion quarterly; 

To keepe themfelues, and finde their houfe witfaall : 
If they want trifles, or would be more braue^ 
Out of houfe-keeping they muft pinch and faue : 
They haue their coaches, and great Vardingaloa^ 
But Tradesmens wiues haue often better vailes. 

And certainely, if I may haue my will, 

A Cittizen (hall marry her, or none. 

And therefore if you haue no better skill. 

Or care not whom (he haue : Let me alone, 1066 

rie fee, if I a husband can prouide 

The child to father, and her (hame to hide : 

And though I know not whofe it is by right. 

It (hould be fathered, ere it come to light 

Nor will I (land ingag'd to any friend, 

To be a Mafque to couer our difgrace : 

Nor vnto London after (hall (he wend. 

To make her honefter by (hifting place : 

For thefe are fooIi(h (hifts, & common meanes, 
Practifd by none, but ordinary Queanes, (hide^ 1070 

And though a while thefe trickes their faults may 
Yet at the length their (hame will be defcri'd. 

No, this deuife too much in vfe is growne, 

And will not hold out water to the laft : 

For 'tis no quellion, but it will be knowne. 

Then all our fat into the fire is caft, 

And (he vndone : For no man but a Daftard, 
Will loue a woman, which hath borne a Baftard ; 
Nor (hall you finde a man will wed a Whoore, 
If he can learne that (he was fo before. 1080 

And 
38 



Pasquils Night-cap. 

And therefore, hufband, take a fooles aduice, 
And if you loue our credit, and her good, 
Prouide a husband for her in a trice. 
Before that her offence be vnderftood : 

You know flie is our onely child and heire ; 

And (though I fay't) well fauoured and faire, 

And there are many yong men that do watch. 

And would be glad to light on fuch a match. 

Firft there is maifter Peter at the Bell, 

A Linnin-draper and a wealthy man : 1 090 

Then Maifter T/tofnas, that doth ftockings fell : 

And George the Grocer, at the Frying-pan : 

And Maifter Tymothie the WoUen-draper, 

And Maifter SalomoHy the Leather-fcraper : 

And Maifter Franke the Gold-fmith at the Rofe ; 

And Maifter Phillip with the fiery Nofe. 

And Maifter Miles the Mercer at the Harrow : 

And Maifter Nick the Silke-man at the Plow : 

And Maifter GiUs the Salter at the Sparrow : 

And Maifter Dicke the Vintner at the Cow : 1 100 

And Harry Haberdaftier at the Home : 

And Oliuer the Dier at the Thorne : 

And Bernard Barbor-furgeon, at the Fiddle : 

And Mofes Merchantailor at the Needle. 

And Maifter Hercules the Iron-monger, 

(Some fay that he is worth 2000. pound) Of old Iron. 

And Maifter lames that fells frefli Cod and Conger : 

And Maifter Roger Scriuener at the Hand : 

And Maifter Anthony th' Apothecary : 

All which would willingly our daughter marry ; mo 

With diuers others that I know befide, (Bride. 

Which would be glad to haue her for their 

F 2 All 
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All thefe are Cittizens, and well to llue : 

The word of them is worth 300 pound ; 

And with our daughter we as much will giue ; 

Then feare not, but a husband may be found : 
For (fure) among fo many we fliall find, 
(DoubtleiTe) fome one or other for our mind, 
And yet to choofe one man before the reft, 
Hercules, The Irou-monger I do fancy beft. x 120 

For he is wealthy (and I craue no more) 

And with our daughters loue is ftrong infected ; 

He hath made diuers motions heretofore 

Though hitherto he hath not bene refpected : 
Still he purfues his fuite, and is her louer, 
And he will fitly feme her fault to couer : 
Therefore the next time that he doth come hither. 
Let's knit the knot, and tye them faft together. 

I fee (replyed mine Hoft) it is no lie : 

Theyang Cocke after tK old Cocke leames to crow : 1 130 

Well may our daughter tread her flioes awiy, 

If like vnto her Mother (he doth gjrow. 
Yet fince I heare that (he hath done no more. 
Then (almoft) all the kind hath done before, 
I am content to do what (hall be fit: 
Broche you the meate, and I will tume the fpit 

Thus was the plot fet downe and all agreed. 

That Maifter Hercules ftiould be deceiu'd, 

And that it fliould be brought to paffe with fpeed. 

Before it could be known (hee was conceiu'd. 1 140 

Behold yee Citizens what is concluded, 

Whereby your fimpleneffe might be deluded ! 

Hereafter more aduifedly beware, 

To fet vp fliop with fuch like broken ware. 



Now 
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Now Maifter Hercules^ that little knew 
What fubtile ftratagems were lately plotted : 
Whither it was, that Cuckolds lucke him drew : 
(Which none can fhun) or loue had him befotted, 

I cannot at this prefent well difcuffe, 

But in conclufion it did happen thus ; 1 1 50 

After 2. daies to Billinfgate he went, 

And ouer-fea fet forward into Kent. 

The Tide that mprning fell at fower a clocke, 
Two howers at lead, before the day did fpring 
Manie good morrowes had the chearefuU Cocke 
Chanted to Cuckolds, clapping with his wing : 

Good morrow maifter Herailes he cried : 

Be ftirring early, or you loofe your Tide. 

Take Tide in time. The Tide for none will ftay. 

Good morrow Cuckolds: Neighbors al good day. 1 1 60 

Thus fang the Cock. But he more vigilant 
Then is the Cocke, was watchfull like a Cat ; 
Which hauing found the hole, and vfuall hant 
Of fome delicious Moufe, or nimble Rat, 

Still pries and peepes, and neuer can be quiet, 

Liftning and watching when (he may efpy it ; 

And though (he winke, no reft her eies can finde 

The Moufe doth runne fo much within her minde. 

Euen fo lay maifter Hercules that night, 

Telling the clocke, and could not fleepe a winke, 1 170 

The loue of Kate did haunt him like a fpright, 

And ftill vpon his ioumey he doth thinke. 

No fooner had the clocke refounded three, 

But from his bed he ftarted fuddenly ; 

And in his braue new fuite leapt out of dores^ 

And ran to Billinfgate, and there tooke Ores. 

F 3 Blacke 
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Blacke gloomie cloudes did ouer-fi»ead the skie^ 

And foggy vapours did obfcure the aire, 

So that the Water-men could not defcrie 

(Almoft) which way they (hould condu£l their bxt^ i i8o 

For fuch thicke mifts vpon the water fell, 

It was as darke as if it had been hell : 

But hee, to whom faire KaUrm did giue 

Would haue aduentured in a darker 



For as that famous Hercules of old, 

For his friends fake to Pluto's kingdome went : 

Euen fo this other Hercules the bold, 

For his faire Kate did ferrie into Kent^ 

And without Moone or Star his way to guide, 

Couragioufly faild forward in great pride, ngo 

Dreading no dangers of the darkefome night, 

No Oules, Hobgoblins, Ghofts, nor water-fpri^^t 

For loue did make him bold and valiant; 
Feareleflfe of Neptune, and his Trident Mace : 
No cloudes, nor miflie darkeneflfe could him dant, 
Nor dorms, nor tempefts make him tume his face : 

But though it was fo darke, they could not fee 

Before their bote, aboue two yardes or threes 

Yet forward with great courage did he flote. 

And fung this dittie fitting in the bote. 1200 

Fortune my foe, why doft thou frowne this night ? 

Yee lowring heauens, why doe yee looke fo darke ? 

Though neither Moone nor Stars do giue vs light. 

Yet little Cupid doth conduft our barke. 

And he will bring mee where my true-loue is, 
That face to face we may confer and kiffe : 
For as the Moone amongft the Stars doth (hine. 
So 'mongft all Maides doth beauteous Katherine. 
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Thou little God, that with thy golden arrowe 

Didfl wound my heart, and mad'ft my bellie rumble, 1210 

Giue me the courage of a yong Cocke-fparrowe, 

That precious Kate with valour I may tumble. 

Oh that my wordes may be fo eloquent, 

That I may tickle her with complement I 

Oh peirce her (pretie Cupid) with thy fting. 

That I may pricke her with another thinge. 

My louely Kate^ which fleepeft at thy eafe, 

And doeft not dreame, that I to thee come Aiding, 

Would I were partner with the skipping fleas 

Which in thy bed with thee haue their abiding : 1220 

I would not bite thee in that grieuous fort, 

But hip and skip, and kifle, to make thee fport. 

For as the pricklings of the rofe bring pleafure ; 

So fliould my ticklinges be efteem'd a treafure. 

Yee bold Corriualls, which doe loue my Kate^ 
Leaue off your wooing, and giue mee the way, 
My valiant heart in loue admits no mate. 
Before I loofe her, I will kill and flay. 

For as the mightie Hercules ran mad, 

And for a woman loft the wits he had: 1230 

So If I haue her not, I greatly feare, 

I Ihall run mad, or elfe goe verie neare. 

Thus did he fmg : and further would haue chanted. 
But that a fuddain feare his note did ftay, 
Stopping his voice, and fo his fpirits daunted, 
That hee (poore man) could neither fing nor fay. 

For iuft againft the leaueleffe forked tree. 

Which euerie paflenger defires to fee, 

Whereon the Armes of Cuckoldrie appeares. 

There was he ducked ouer head and eares. 1 240 
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The reafon was ; becaufe an other barke 
Comming from Court at Greeneunch with a fare^ 
And not defcrying th'other in the darke, 
Met them fo ftrongly ere they were aware. 

That maifter HercuUs without a word 

Was caft to fi(h for Salmons ouer bord ; 

And both his Mariners clofe at his heeles 

Did followe him for Lampries, and for Eeles. 

The other bote far better fortune had. 

And with a little daggering kept her head, 1250 

But maifter Hercules^ whofe ludce was bad, 

Sunke to the bottom, like a lumpe of lead ; 

Yet there perceiuing, ere he further went, 

It would not be the readie way to Kent^ 

With hands and feet he dalhed and he waned, 

And like a rulhing Porpoife him behaued. 

Vpward he heau'd his bodie from the ground. 

And plunged as proudly as a water-dog : 

Loth was he at that prefent to be drownd, 

Though he could fwimme no more then can a log. 1260 

For life is fweet, and he would gladly faue it, 

Nor would it loofe, fo long as he can haue it : 

And therefore 'tis no meruaill if he ftriue 

With all his might to keepe himfelfe aliue. 

He ftrikes the water, and would gladly fwim, 
But there was one thing did his fwimming let : 
His head was heauie, and did trouble him, 
And out of water that he could not get. 

And therefore now he greatly gan to feare, 

That without doubt he fliould be drowned there, 1270 

And (fure) except fome lucky chance betide, 

An other father Katherine muft prouide 

For 
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For Maifter Hercules was now growne faint, 
And now his breath no longer could containe, 
And now in heart he figh'd, and made complaint, 
That he fhould neuer fee his loue againe : 

Yet here behold ! when he was moft in doubt, 

Defparing euer that he fhould get out, 

Then was his fuccour neareft to his hand, 

To faue his life and bring him to the Land. 1 280 

O valiant Hercules, thou Champion bold, 
Couragious fuiter vnto louely Kate, 
Feare not (braue man) but quickly take faft hold ; 
Good fortune at thy elbow doth awaite : 

Put vp thy hand and apprehend that Oare, 

Which for thy fuccour houers thee before : 

Dread not that death can defteny withftand, 

At Cuckolds-Hauen thou (halt quickly land. 

A happy Oare did happen then to fwimme, 

Vnto the place where Herailes did diue, 1290 

Which was a meanes moft fortunate to him, 

His preferuation thereby to contriue : 
For as he plunged in that pitteous plight, 
His handes by chance vpon the Oare did light, 
Which he held faft, and lifting vp his head, 
Help friendes (he cride) or elfe I am but dead. 

The other Boate, which was not farre away. 

Hearing him call, drew to him by the found. 

And finding him at laft in that array. 

Much like a Rat that had bene almoft drown'd, 1300 

They lift him vp, and on his feete him reared. 

Which lookt as though he had been lately feared, 

Or rather like the pidlure of a Ghoft, 

Pale, fpeachlefle, ftaring, ftanding like a poft, 
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His limbes for cold did quake ; his teeth did clatter. 
And from the dropping Ciflemes of his breech 
Downe both his trembling legs ran forth the water. 
And he for feare was almoft void of fpeech : 

But coming to himfelfe and there efpsring. 

That his apparell ftood in need of drying, ijio 

And that his ioints were (tiffe, and wanted fire^ 

To be conuaide to (hore he did defire. 

Angry he was in minde fo to be wet, 
And therefore thought at firft with them to braiMde ; 
He faw thofe were the men that had them met. 
And in the water ouerthrowne them all : 

But when he did confider in the end. 

That quarrels would not this mifchance amend. 

He wifely them intreated in good fort. 

That to fome Hauen they would him tranfpott l«20 

Not farre from thence there was a landing place^ 
Cuckolds A Port of great report throughout our Nation, 
Hauen, Which latter times haue branded with difgrace, 
With termes of flander, fliame and deteftation ; 
Though heretofore it was a place of reft, 
Where married men were fortunate and bleft, 
And where the Home-aboundant did beftow. 
Riches and honour both to high and low. 

There whilome did a famous Temple ftand. 

To I^idy Fortune fometimes dedicate, 1 330 

Where all the horned perfons of the land, 

Did once a ycare conuene to celebrate ; 
Hut chiefly Cittizens ; vpon whofe Crowne, 
Fortune her bleflings moft did tumble downe : 
And in whofe earcs (as all the world doth know) 
7A#* UorH€ of great Aboundance ftill doth blow. 
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Within this Church an image was erefted, 

Which did the Lady Fortune reprefent, 

Crowned with mighty Homes, to be refpefled, 

For worth, for beauty, and for ornament : I340 

All guilded and befet with pretious (lones, 
Which far were fetcht beyond the burning Zones : 
So bright with thefe fair lion's the horns did flame, 
That none but married men could fee the fame. 

Within her lap whole bundles there did lie, 
Of earthly bleflings, and terreftriall ioyes ; 
Wealth, honour, pride, acquaintance, vanity, 
Wiues, weddings, night-caps, and a thoufand toies ; 

All which in fuch aboundance flie did cafl, 

(But chiefly on the Citizens) fo faft, i3SO 

That with the weight, fo ponderous and fo great, 

Many of them about the browes did fweate. 

With one of her faire hands (he marriage made. 
And coupled two together, man and wife ; 
With th' other hand a paire of homes (he laid 
Vpon the husbands head for all his life : 

Then all the bleflings, which her placket filled, 

She feem'd to fliake, and on his head diflilled. 

The reafon was (obferue it now and then) 

That Cuckolds often are the wealthieft men. 1360 

A homed Altar flood before her face, 
Old dotards here which mary youthfuU wiues ; 
And all old woemen, void of wit and grace, 
Depriu'd of Ihame, and weary of their Hues : 

Which wed yong boies, had wont to facrifice. 

For fortunes fauour at their enterprife : 

On whom by right Ihe alwaies did beflow. 

Helmets of homes, to beare ofi* euery blow. 
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And at this Shrine did offer of each fort : 

All thofe, which hauing fpent abroad their ftocke, 1370 

At home haue nothing to renew the fport. 

But by their wiues lie fenceleffe like a blocke : 
They and their wiues did here both offrings make^ 
And each receiued homes for th' others fake : 
For try who will, The prouerbe ftill doth threate, 
Wkoflrikes with /word, the fcabbard fiaU him imt. 

And here did offer many a fapleffe Sot, 

Whofe frigid nature, wanting moifture due. 

Made his wiues tillage proue a barren plot, 

Till fortunes hand with homes did him endue : 1380 

But after that his offering here was made. 

The fruitleffe foile which was for barren laid, 

Without his husbandry or helping hand, 

Oft prou'd more fertile, then he would demand 

This place was famous, and of great report, 
Vntill JVai Tyler (as fome bookes haue faid) 
With all the rabble of the Kentijh fort, 
Hauocke and fpoile through all the country made. 

Then was this ftately Temple ouerthrowne, 

The Image and the Altar caft quite downe ; j •go 

All things defac't, and topfie-turuy turned, 

Fortune difgrac't, and all her horns were burned. 

Thus Fortunes Temple fell : for what can ftand, 
Apainft fo wilfull, and fo wild a crue ? 
Where loue, nor faith, nor fortune can command. 
Nor care, nor feare of dangers that enfue : 

Hut Fortune, angry this great fpoile to fee. 

And fore inccnfed with this iniury, 

With fuch rcucnge the rafcall Rebels followes, 

That moft of the (he made to climb the gallowes. 1400 
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The reft, which by remiflion of the King, 

Efcap'd the halter and the fatall Tree, 

She likewife plagued with another thing 

(Foule (hame to them and their pofteritie) 

For from their backe-parts neere about their 
Did fpring a lothfome & deformed lumpe, (rump 

Couer'd with haire ; which growing pedent down 
Shew'd like the taile of Munckie or Babowne. 

Thus was that rafh and rebell crew of Kent, 

Plagued with tailes of wondrous admiration, 1410 

And fo continued downe-ward by defcent 

From man to man, by many a generation : 
And though they curtail'd them, or did them pare, 
It could not helpe ; They grew againe as faire. 
And hereupon a long time to their (hame, 
They and their race of long-tailes had the name. 

Long time thofe long-tailes did remaine in Kent^ 

Afhamed of themfelues ; and monfters deemed. 

And no deuice could finde for to preuent, 

And rid their tailes that fo deformed feemed. 1420 

But ftill the more they laboured to auoid them, 

The longer ftill they grew, and more annoid them : 

Vntill a man of Art by skill did find 

The meanes to cure their maladie behind. 

Who fitting one day in his priuate cell, 

Casting an eye vpon his Kentijh taile. 

With incantations of a Magick-spell, 

Able to make great Rhadamanthus quaile, 
He coniur'd vp a fpirit ; and charge'd him tell 
The firft occafion how this ftiame befell, l\y> 

And by what meanes they might the fame efcape, 
And bring their buttockes to their ancient ftiape. 
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The fiend repli'd, I can thee plainly tell, 

This (hame attendes you for your fires offence : 

For when in former times they did rebell. 

They Fortunes Image vfd with violence : 
Defac'd her famous Temple, and in fcome 
Confum'd with fier her guilded Crowne of Home, 
Whereat difpleafd for them and for their feed. 
Fortune this punifliment of Tailes decreed. 1440 

If therefore from the ignominious ftaine 
Of long-taild Kentijhmen you would be free : 
Endeuour Fortunes fauour to r^^ine, 
That (he may cure your great deformitie : 

And for her Image, which was erft delected. 

Let fome faire Monument be there erected, 

That your fubmiflion may with her preuaile. 

To the confumption of each KenHJk taile. 

Hereat the fpirit vanilht out of fight, 

And left the Inchanter mufing : which with fpeede 14SO 

Affembled all the long-tailes, that there might 

By wifedome and aduifement be decreed, 

What Image, portrature, or Monument 

Were for this purpofe moft conuenient 

To paciiie the Goddeffe, and redrefle 

Their beaftlie back-partes, and vncomelinelTe. 

At Canterburic met this congregation 

From euerie Towne and village within Kent : 

Where after much ingenious confultation, 

It was at laft concluded by confent, 1460 

That on the fertile bankes of that faire fioud, 

Where fortunes famous Image whilom ftood. 

An horned Filler there they would exalt 

T'appeafe the Goddefle for their fathers fait 
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And, that it might be done with more refpect, 
And Fortunes greater honour ; they decree, 
That at the time, when this fhould take effect. 
Great ftore of Kentishtmn in their degree, 

Knightes, gentlemen and yeomen of the beft. 

Of common people, fhould be readie dreft, 147^ 

In all their braue accoutrements, to grace 

The forked Filler to the fore-faid place. 

The 1 8. of October was proclaimed ^'>^ ^^^ 

To be the day of this great celebration. 

Againft which time, each long taile before nam'd. 

Made much prouiflon and great preparation, 

And vnto CanterburU tooke their way, 

There to be ready at th* appointed day. 

To giue attendance in mod fumptuous manner 

On fortunes Filler, with all pompe and honour. 1480 

Now was the inftant come to play this prize, 
The day of good Saint Luke \ which was of old 
The time, when men were wont to facrifice 
At Fortunes Temple, (as before was told) 

Chofen the rather, that their Frefent might 

Better refpected be in Fortunes fight : 

And that fhe might behold with what defire 

They were conform'd to pacifie her ire. 

And now the long-tailes in their beft array, 

Freuenting the Sun-rifing by their haft, 1490 

Affembled were, before the dawning day 

Had nights blacke curtaines from the skie difplaft, 

The thundring drums did rattle through the towne, 

To fummon euery gentleman and Clowne : 

All which no fooner heard that lowd Alar'me, 

But like to Bees together they did fwarme. 
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When loc ! a glorious Port you might behold. 

Fairer then any flake in Grayes-Inne fcild. 

Or the large paftures of Saint Georges hold. 

Or Fin/burie, or IJlington can yeild ; 1 500 

Wliich in a cart (as theeues to hanging ride) 

Arc thither brought by Archers in great pride. 

Guarded with gunners, bil men, and a rout 

Of Bow men bold, which at a cat doe (hoot 

Forgiue mee. Fortune, that I doe compare 

Thofe painted poftes with thy renowned Pillcr ; 

Thofe gaudie flakes which for no purpofe are, 

But roving markes for Long bows and for Tiller : 
For eucn fo much for bcautic, worth and gloffe. 
As Crofle in Cheape excels old Charing-Croffe, 1510 

So much and ten times more this pcerelcHe (lake 
Exceeds thofe Poftes whicli Archers vfe to make. 

For not within a Carmans durtie Cart. 
(As if it weare to Tibume) was it laid ; 
Nor plaiftcrd oucr with the Painters Art, 
Which with a fhowcr of raine is fccnc to fade : 

Nor on the top a Cat-Amount was framed, 

Or fom wilde beafl which nere before was tamed, 

Made at the charges of fome Archers (lout 

To hauc his name canonized in the clout 1520 

Vpon a chariot was this Pillcr mounted, 
(A chariot framed of the pureft Home,) 
Whofe workmanlhip here cannot be recounted, 
It was fo curious, fine, on foure whcclcs borne : 

Two Gotcs firfl drew this chariot, then 2 Rams, 

Two Vnicornes then followed, tame as Lambes, 

Laflly, 2. fober Oxen with Howe pace 

Held vp the chariots head with huincd face. 
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The piller was of wood, all guilded faire, 

Befet (like pretious ftones) with ftuds of home : 1530 

Vpon the top did (land a goodly paire, 

Fairer than any Cukold erftr hath worne : 

From whence two Huely trees did feeme to grow, 

Bearing all forts of fruit : to make vs know, 

That howfoeuer fooles their fortune fcorne. 

Profit andpleafure both fpring from tJte Home. 

Now drums and trumpets fill the aire with thunder ; 

When firft the chariot gan to moue her wheeles : 

Now Canons and Caleeuers feem'd to thunder. 

Then fhoutes and clamour followed at the heeles : 1 54^ 

The Clergy firft before the Coach did fing ; 
The Waites did play, & all the bels did ring, (ris. 

Bag-pips plai'd horn-pips, fom did dance the Mor- 
Some wind their horns, & fome with cornets florifli. 

Before the Chariot all the married went, 

According to their place and due degree : 

Behind it all the Batchelours of Kepit ; 

Marched in order very gallantly : 

Befide all thefe fo great a troupe, and throng. 

Did fill the paffage as they went along, 15 50 

That many were fore thruft and wanted breath. 

And fome were crowded hard, but not to death. 

For as you fee vpon that folemne day, (ried. 

When as the Pageants through Chepefide are car- 
What multitudes of people thither fway, 
Thrufting fo hard, that many haue mifcaried. 

If then you marke when as the fire-workes flye. 

And Elephants and Vnicornes paffe by, 

How mighty and tumultuous is that preffe. 

Such were thofe throngings, and no iot the leffe. 1 560 
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ScMne: kaft tfaer tafjcs flxxijd daggie in the daft. 
Had men to bcare tbeo rpvitli oftcntatinn: 

But they vhich wasted csen t&exr tules to guides 

Fail foond about tliesr miiVIVs had them tTdc; 

Or die about their neckes: For ivithont &ile} 

The leaft vas looker then an Qxcs taOeL 

Many of them (the better to exprefEc; 

Their willing mindes Dame Fortune to appealer 1570 

That flie m^t foooer cut their long-taiks kfle; 

And curtaile their great rumps to giue them eafe) 

In comely fort their fordieads did adome. 

With goodly corcmets of haidy-home : 

As Siluan Satyrs in old time were feene; 

When as they danced Horn-pipes on the grcene: 

It were too long to fet downe enery thing 

Which chanced in that progrefie as they went. 

How all the bek in Feuerjham did ring. 

In Sitting-barfu, and other townes of Kent : 1580 

What intertainment and preceflion was 
Ordain'd, whe the>' through Rochefter (hold paffe 
And how each Officer in his bed gowne. 
Stood ready to condufl them through the Town. 

Nor is it for our purpofe to decide, 
The hearty welcome giuen at Gretuef-atd^ 
How many Cittizens came downe that tide. 
With their fweet wiues the (hew there to attend : 

And how at Dartford the tall Sea-marke rod 

His (lately top and wether cocke did nod ; 1590 

To bid her welcome ; fmce our end is moft, 

At Cuckolds Hauen to erect the Poft. 
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Where being new arriu'd : A mighty crue 
Of wealthy Cittizens did them confront, 
Come from the Citty, that faire poft to veiwe, 
And all the goodly homes which were vpon't. 

Which howfoeuer they defirous be, 

Abroad to range ftrange fafliions for to fee ; 

Yet fure for this to range they haue fmall neede. 

They may abide at home, and better fpeed. l6oo 

There had the Cittizens large tables fet, 

Loaden with ftore of viftuals and good cheare, 

To gratulate the Long-tailes, which they met. 

And fhew the loue which to the Home they beare : 
Where after they had fed in bounteous manner, 
And drunk a thoufand healths to Fortuns honor. 
Towards the Thames they drew the horned Poft, 
And there did plant it ftrongly on the Coaft. 

luji in tlie place wliere Fortunes Temple Jiood, 
There ftands the forked Filler, ftout and tall, 1610 

Whofe leaueleffe boughes are neuer feene to bud. 
Though much ftone-fruit do from the branches fall. 

Weftward it threatens, and with armes all bare, 

Giues warning to the City to beware : 

Like to a flaming Beacon, which ftill fhewes, 

The ncere approaching of fome dangerous foes. 

Thus was this famous Monument extolFd, 

And on the fmitfuU bankes of Thames erefted : 

Which when the Goddeffc Fortune did behold, 

Perceiuing how deuout they her respefted : 1620 

Her anger vaniflit, and with g^cious eye, 

Shee tooke compaflion on their malady. 

And all their mmpes, fo infamous before, 

Vnto their priftine beauty did reftore. 
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Thus came their Buttockes to their ancient hue. 
Their tailes fell off, and on the ground did lie. 
When loe ! a wondrous matter did enfue, 
A miracle, mofl ftrange to cucry cic : 

For on a fuddaine all their tailes vp flood, 

Tooke roote within the ground, and gan to bud ; 1630 

And into willow trees, which there are feene. 

Were the transformed moft fragrat, fwect & green. 

Which when the Kentijh-men at firft beheld. 
Feeling their hanches lighter then they were. 
With (hootes and ioyfull cries fo long they yel'd. 
That many vnto Doner did them heare. 

And London-bridge with Ca/ars Tower did fhake. 

By reafon of the noife which they did make. 

But Charing-croffe fell downe (as Stow doth fay) 

And broke his necke, as may be feene this day. 1640 

But that this ftrange and great deliuerance. 
From fuch huge long-tailes, as they had of late, 
Might ftill be had in frefh remembrance : 
That day to Fortune they did dedicate : 

Ena6ling ; that for cucr once a yeare, 

On S. Lukes day they fliould aflemble there, 

To feaft and frollickc on thefc pleafant bankes, 

And giue to Fortune her deferued thankes. 

Long time this folcmne cuftome was obferu'd, 

And Kentijh'tnen with others met to feaft, 1650 

But latter times are from old fafliions fweru'd, 

And growne repugnant to this good beheaft : 

For now vngratefull men thefe meetings fcorne. 

And thankelcffc proue to Fortune and the home : 

For onely now is kept a poorc Guofe faire, 

Where none but meaner pco[)lc do rcpaire. 
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But whilft it was obferued : did befall 

A certaine matter worthy obferuation, 

For some wilde Colts (which Cittizens we call) 

And when they are abroad it is their fafliion, l66o 

Being all fluftred, in their merry mood 
Puird down the Port, & threw the horns i'th flood : 
But marke a wondrous thing ! The horns next Tide 
To land aboue the Bridge were all defcride. 

The KentiJIt-men at their next Congfregation 
Seeing the Port to be purloin'd away, 
T' erect another made a confultation, 
As like vnto the former as they may : 

Which was no fooner vp : but fome againe, 

Which had fmal caufe for want of horns to plain, \(>jo 

Stole them away : and thus from time to time, 

They were abufed with the fore-faid crime. 

Which thing when that thefe curtaiFd men efpide : 
With certaine London Butchers they agreed, 
That they fufficient homes Ihould ftill prouide. 
For to repaire the Poft when it fliould need : 

And for reward the neighbouring fields ihould be 

Theirs and their heires to hold eternally : 

Prouided ftill, that homes did neuer want, 

For then they made a forfeit of their grant. 1680 

Thus is the Poft repair'd, and Fortunes Port, 
Since Citizens firft tooke their Homes away, 
(Whether it be in eameft or in fport) 
Is nicke-nam*d Cuckolds-Hauen to this day : 

And at this place as you shall vnderftand. 

Was Maifter Hercules conuai'd to Land : 

An ominous prefage (without all doubt) 

Of future lucke, and what he went about, 
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The watermen, which lately were at iar, 
(Seeing the lookers on to giue them way, 
And not once offer for to end their warre) 
Did wifely of themfelues conclude the fray, 

And after that they found their buffets fmarted 

From blowes they fell to wordes, and fo departed, 

Curfmg each other with reproches vile, 

After they were afunder halfe a mile. 

And now our mariners no fooner were 

Freed from thofe dangers : and all tumultes paft ; 1730 

But that incontinent a fudden feare 

A frefh inuaded them, and much agaft. 

For Hercules they mift, and fought about. 

Yet by their feeking could not finde him out. 

Then did they call alowd, but all in vaine. 

Which makes them feare, he is fall'n in againe, 

Neere to the fhore they fearched with their bote. 

But no where by their groping could him finde : 

His hat they found which fairely there did flote. 

With treble Syper, and with veluet lin*d. 1740 

But miffmg him, they rowd againe to land, 

More happie tidinges there to vnderftand : 

Whither arriu'd, The dawncing day did ftiewe 

The little cottage fituate belowe. 

Vnto that little houfe forthwith they ran. 
And for halfe-drowned Hercules enquire ; 
When they beheld that lamentable man 
In drouping manner drying his attire. 

Sadly he lookt, and forrily did fit, 

As if he fcarce recouered had his wit, 1750 

But when he faw the watermen arriu'd. 

His fainting fpirits fomewhat were reviu'd. 
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And now conceiue them in their boate againe, 
Their garments dry, and they faire fliipt for Kent: 
And now fo fwift they furrow downe the maine, 
As if an arrow from a long-bow went : 

And now imagine they haue fail'd fo faft, 

That at Grauef-end they are arriu'd at laft. '790 

And now becaufe wee*l not be long a doing, 

Imagine Hercules is clofe a woing. 

Kate had her leffon : and at firft was coy, 

Yet was (he coyly kind, and kindly nice : 

Now lift him vp with hope her to enioy. 

Now caft him downe with doubts which did arife : 
Shee faid, his faith and long perfeueration, 
Had almoft forc't her to commiferation, 
And that she lou*d : but where our selues we are not 
We often wifli, when do tlie thing we dare not. 1800 

I do confeffe I beare you fome affection. 

Although the fame I yet durft neuer fhew : 

For where the Parents will haue all election ; 

The children muft be bended to their bow. 
And therefore fince their will muft be my law, 
Let me entreat your meaning to with-draw : 
How happy are thofe maids, whofe fearleffe voice 
May of their hufbands make their own free choice : 

Both hope and feare in Hercules his face. 

Were feene to combat : when he thus repli'd, 18 10 

Let me enioy thy fauour and thy grace, 

And I refpect not all thy friends bcfide : 

For though they be vnwilling, and withftand 

To giue their full confent to my demand. 

Yet if to be my wife thou wilt agree. 

Without their liking I will marry thee. 

I Pitty 
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Pasquils Night-cap, 

Kate^ which knew well, when as the Sun did fliine 

It was the fitted feafon to make hay, 1850 

Did now thinke meete her Fortreffe to refigne : 

Confidering dangers iffue from delay : 

And therefore fetting circumftance afide, 

Becaufe his loue fo faithfull (he had tride. 

She was content next morning before day. 

Sans fathers leaue to fteale with him away. 

Thus was this match confirm'd with many a kiffe, 

And they on all things fully were concluded : 

When loe ! mine Hofteffe (feeming Kate to miffe) 

Into the roome forth-with her felfe intruded : (her i860 

And caird her forth, for much it seem'd to mooue 

To fee her talking fecret with her Louer, 

And therefore chiding Kate (as much offended :) 

Away they went, and so the woing ended. 

And now mine Hoft, mine Hofteffe, & her daughter. 
About thefe matters did in counfell fit, (laughter) 

Which when mine Hoft did heare (furprised with 
He much did praife their quicke and ready wit ; 

Which had fo foone, and in fuch fubtile wife, 

Contriu*d fo fine and ftrange an enterprife : 1870 

And by a ftratageme fo rare and witty. 

Had caught a fimple Cuckoe of the Citty. 

But (briefly) there, without more confultation. 
It was enacted, by a full confent 
Before the cocke did chant his falutation. 
Or lampes left burning in the firmament. 

That Kate next morning ftiould her felfe prouide. 

To meete her louer at the waters fide ; 

Sad meeting vnto him, which muft by lot 

Father a child, the which he neuer got 1880 

I 2 Time, 

63 



Pasquils NighP<^. 

Time, which doth fwiftly turne all things about. 
Brought on the time for meeting deftinate, 
When Hercules came foftly dealing out, 
And at his heeles went creeping louely Kate^ 

Not daring almoft breath (as he suppofed) 

For feare that her efcape (hould be difclofed : 

How happy art thou Hercules to finde, 

A wench so truly conftant, and fo kind ? 

A boate was ready into which they enter, 

Fair (hipt for London^ without winde or tide : 1890 

And like to lupiter with his aduenter, 

(When as Europa on his backe did ride) 

So vp the Thames in triumph did he ferry, 

Proud of his purchafe, frollicke, blith, and merry : 

And landing at the Tower, with liberall purfe^ 

Married they were for better, and for worfe. 

Thus is the Woodcocke fall'n into the gin, 

And in Lobs-pound intangled by a wile: 

Behold the fortune of a Cittizen, 

That makes no confcience others to beguile I 1900 

In wolng time here likewife vnderftand, 

At Cuckolds-Hauen to be caft on land, 

How ominous it is, and hard to flie, 

The homed chance of forked deftinie. 

But this is for thy comfort (man of Trade) 
Thou neither art the firft, nor (halt be laft, 
Which haft a voyage in this manner made, 
And bene on quicke-fands by mif-fortune caft : 

For *tis vncertaine to tlie moft that wed, 

Whetlier they haue a womans Maiden-head : 1910 

And 'tis as hard a matter to be knowne, 

Whether they keep more children the their own. 

Therefore 
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Therefore ye rurall and champeftriall men, 
Which Hue in villages and Countrie Townes, 
Doe not deride and mocke the Cittizen, 
As if there were no Cuckolds among Clownes ; 

As though your maids were Malkins, & your wiues 

Would came no Codfish, wanting of your kniues 

For 'tis reported (greater is the pittie) 

The Countrie partly imitates the Cittie. 1920 

I doe confeffe, the Cittie may of due 
Plead of the Homes the more abundant fliare, 
Chiefly by reafon of the gallant cme, 
Which there refide, and of their daintie fare, 

Befides, Plaies, Pageants, and the tilting day, 

May giue occafion for to mnne aftray. 

Againe, their beauties, and their braue attire. 

Are greater motiues to prouoke defire. 

Nath*les I would not have a mfticke Swaine 

Condemne all Cittizens to be cornuted, 1930 

As that the Countrie were deuoid of ftaine. 

And that the Cittie were alone polluted : 
For many Cittizens did neuer fet 
Their wiues in (hopes more Cuftomcrs to get : 
Though diuers wealthie farmers haue ben knowne. 
To keepe their Landlordes children as their owne. 

The thriftie Cittizen which Hues by Trade, 

Hath in a roome or two his wife confin'd. 

So that the want of place hath often made 

Some woemen honeft, much againft their minde : ^940 

She neuer walkes abrade, but either hee, 

Or his apprentice watch her narrowly ; 

So that by any meanes I cannot fee 

How euerie Tradefman (hould a Cuckold bee. 

I 3 Whereas 
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Whereas the Countrie forrefts^ woods, and feilds, 

Groues, thickets, haiecockes, grafle, and ftanding 

To fuch intenes more fit occafion yeildes, (comey 

And greater libertie to graft the Home : 

And therefore howfoere the Cittie-Dame 

For pride and beauty may deferue the name ; 1950 

Yet Countrie Marian with her liuelie browne, 

Is oft as willing to be tumbled downe. 

Therefore although much crazed broken wares 

Are vented vnto Cittizens by chance ; 

Yet fure the Countrie people haue their (hares, 

And hand in hand with Cittizens may dance : 
And this to be no fiction nor a lie, 
Their Teachers in white (hetes can teftifie : 
So that I muft conclude ; Both Towne and Cittie 
Haue ftore of Cuckolds, worthie, rich and wittie. i960 

But now doth Hercules enioie his Bride, 
And to his houfe with glorie doth her bring ; 
God giue you ioy, his freindes & neighbours cride, 
And fend you comfort of your wedding ring. 

Thus for a weeke in pleafures and delights 

They feaft on daies, and frollicke In the nights, 

When loo ! a fudden ftorme did oucrfpread 

The mirth and reuells of their marriage bed. 

The louiall time of paftime and content, 

Which married perfons do in kiffing fpend, 1970 

Was fcarce begun, when all their merriment 

By mcanes of forked fortune made an end. 

And now their Hony-Moone, that late was cleare. 

Did pale, obicuro, and tenebrous appeare ; 

And thrufting forth her homes, did plaine bewray, 

That fomc are Cuckolds on tlicir wedding day. 

The 
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The reafon of this fudden difcontent, 

Which nipt fo foone their pleafures in the fpring, 

Was by occafion of an accident, 

A lucklefle chance, and vnexpected thing, 1980 

That vnto maifter Hercules befell, 
Which made him thinke his head began to fwell, 
A fudden Croffe, which did fo much him paine. 
That now he wiflit to be vnwed againe. 

They were not long conioyn'd in wedlocks band, 

But that from them a Meflinger was fent 

Vnto mine Host, to let him vnderftand 

The wedding newes, and how all matters went : 

Which when he heard ; with wordes he Kate re- 
Calling her graceleffe, difobedient child ; (uil'd I990 
And fince fhe married, (all her friends vnwilling) 
He fwore, fro the fhe neuer Ihould haue fhilling. 

This was fome caufe why Hercules might grieue, 

And of his haftie marriage foone repent ; 

(The want of portion, which fhould him relieue. 

The lacke of Parents fauour and confent) 

The want of wealth for which fome onely marrie. 

Might giue him caufe with Katlierine to varie : 

But want of thefe, nor all thefe did moleft him : 

It was too much of one thing which oppreft him. 2000 

Too much and more then he was glad to finde. 
Too much, and more then he fo foone expected. 
Did fo with iealous thoughts difturbe his minde, 
That now his Bride by him was much fufpected. 

For as one night he chanced to put ouer 

His twining arme about his naked Louer, 

(As married men are wont to doe in bed) 

With fudden feare he was aftonifhed. 
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For as he there her bodie did embrace, 

Touching each tender and delicious limme, 2010 

Her breafts, her necke, her chin, her nofe, her face. 

So round, ftreight, prettie, beautiful!, and trimme : 

And finding thofe fo pleafant to his touch, 

Downeward he felt if lower partes were fuch. 

But on her bellie when his hand was laid, 

A quicke conceit his further fearching ftaid 

A quicke conceit, or thing conceiued quicke, 

Vnder his hand he deemed for to feele ; 

And now he thought that it did ftir and kicke^ 

As If it were a creature with a heele. 2020 

But in the end he certainly concluded. 

That in this haftie match he was deluded, 

And that this (lining motion needes muft be 

A lining childe, and two l^[d Timpany. 

And doe I Hue ? (thought he) or am I dead ? 
Or doe I sleepe ? or doe I dreame awake ? 
Or doe I feele ? or are my fenfes fled ? 
Or doth this ftir ? or doe I but miftake ? 

No fure, I Hue, and waking haue perceiu'd, 

That I doe feele, my wife is quicke conceiu'd ; 2030 

That I doe truly feele and plainly find 

Thefe ftirring motions cannot come from winde. 

And am I gul'd ? and made a laughing ftocke. 
To haue my children gotten to my hand ? 
And had you none (fweet wife) but me to mocke ? 
Or do you thinkc I cannot vnderftand ? 

Muft I be baud \Tito your bafe defirc, 

And cloak your whordome like an Apple-fquire ? 

No, Kate you fhall perceiue that I haue eies, 

And can defcerne your wiles and poUicies. 2040 

Herewith 
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Herewith his fleeping wife he did awake, 
And grauely to examine her begun : 
What thing is this which doth this ftirring make, 
And vp and downe thy bellie feemes to run ? 

Art thou with child ? and couldft thou find no other 

To be thy ftale, and make a yonger brother ? 

Or do'ft thou thinke I am fo foone beguild. 

That I will patronize an others child ? 

Kate^ which had long before thefe things debated, 

Now of an anfwere was not to prouide, 2050 

Nor at his fpeaches did (he feeme amated. 

Neither to be conceiued (he denide. 

For I confe(re (quoth (he) I feele fome thing 

Within my bellie for to leape and fpring, 

Which if it be an infant, as I gather, 

Here I will take mine othe, you are the father. 

ShameleflTe and wicked woman, void of grace. 

Dost thou not blu(h (faid he) thefe wordes to giue ? 

Can it be true, that in fo little fpace 

A child (hould be begotten, moue, and Hue ? 2060 

Cert's if you proue fo foone, and child fo quickly. 

We (hall haue (lore of children it is likely : 

But 'tis fo plaine, that I will pawne my life, 

You were with child, before you were my wife. 

And therefore early doe your felfe prouide. 
And backe againe vnto your friends repairc : 
For I will be no Gold-fmith, for to hide, 
And g^ild the outfide of your copper ware, 

Nor will I be a marchant of retaile, 

To fet your broken marchandife to fale : 2070 

No miftris Kate; your cunning is too (hallowe, 

I am not yet fo blind fuch dies to fwallowe. 

K Kate 

69 



PmataSt }^i^ki<af. 




Xcst&er fbr panioii ^it lies lunyfs fwfigjfs ; 
But bolcfly ytxco Htnala ffae £ud : 
Hane I (£ud Om^ rafixtnnate; Tnbldt 



Onei J for looe (rowifiely; cfaofiai tiitc; 

many better cf degree ? 2080 



And are joa nov (b iealoas without ground ? 
Or eUe growne wcaiy of jrour wcddii^ flate ? 
Do 3roa not know, when marriage ooce hath boundy 
That afterwards repentance is too bite ? 

Haue I caft off my friends at your petition ? 

And would j'ou now diuorce me for fulpition ? 

Making your felfe a by-word vnto men. 

And biughing ftocke to euery Cittizen. 

Well M)mion (anfwered he) I tdl you plainer 

lie not be bob'd with fuch a flight excufe : 2090 

You know, without a caufe I do not plainer 

Nor will I pocket vp this vile abufe. 

For though till death the lawes of wedlocke bind, 

Yet in this cafe I am not of your minde. 

For if conditions be diffolu'd by you, 

The forfeit of the bond, Tie ftand vnto. 

If I (faid fhe) haue broke my phghtcd vow, 

Or fince the marriage gone one ftep awry, 

Then vfc the rigour which Law doth allow, 

And of the forfeitc take the penalty: 2100 

But from my promife since I haue not fweru'd, 

But haue my faith inuiolatc obferu'd, 

I crauc no fauour : Therefore do your worft, 

It is your child, and you fhall fee it nurft. 

And 
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And though my wrathful! Parents for your fake, 

Out of their loue and fauour haue me throwne, 

Yet both of them I will acquainted make, 

And prefently fend for them to the Towne : (grieued 

And though my foolish choice much hath them 

Whereby I might defpaire to be relieued ; 21 lo 

Yet fmce my honeft name is at the flake, 

I hope that now they will me not forfake. 

Thus for that night the conference had end, 
And careleffe Kate fell quickly fall afleepe : 
But Maifter Hercules the night did fpend. 
In troublous thoughts, which did him waking keep : 

Sometimes he thought to put her quite away ; 

Sometimes fuppos'd it fitter flie fhould (lay ; 

Sometimes to make it knowne he deemed bed ; 

Sometimes much better that it were fuppreft. 2120 

For if he caft her off, or made it knowne, 
Though to her (hare great fcandall might betide. 
Yet he perceiu'd the fcorne would be his owne. 
And that the world his folly would deride : 

Or if he kept her, and the fault conceale, 

(To Ihun reproaches in the common-weale) 

Yet inwardly fome griefe would flill be cleauing, 

Becaufe that he mufl take anothers leaning. 

And thus perplexed in his doubtfuU mind, 

Confulting with himfelfe he lay all night, 2130 

Vntill the Rofie morning had afTign'd, 

The clouds of darkeneffe to auoid the light : 

When from his bed arifing prefently. 

He went vnto a neighbour dwelling by. 

His trufly friend, a Midwife by vocation. 

Of great experience, and good eflimation. 

K 2 Full 
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But let me tell you ; Tis no time to grieue, 

Or raife tumultuous brawles about this thing: 2170 

larring debate cannot your wrong relieue, 

Nor anie helpe unto your head-ache bring. 

Rather with patience, and with quiet carriage, 

Support the Croffes of your haftie marriage. 

For fmce the Pried the wedding knot hath tide, 

For better and for worfe (he is your Bride. 

Keepe her you muft with quietnes or ftrife, 

And therefore make your choice of which you wilL 

If fhe be true or falfe, (he is your wife, 

So is (he likewife, be (he good or ill. 2180 

If fhe be fat and rich, or leane and poore ; 

If Saint or Deuell, honed or a whore ; 

After the weddings fportfull celebration 

It is too late to make a recantation. 

To put her quite away for this her crime 

In law and confcience you can haue no reafon : 

For fmce the fault was done before your time, 

Cause of diuorce doth now come out of feafon, 
Since therefore by no meanes you can forfake her. 
But that with all her faults you needes must take 2190 
'Tis rather for your credit to conceale it, (her 

Then to your fhame and infamie reueale it. 

And yet I would not haue you fo content. 
Wholly to cloke and fwallow this abufe ; 
Make (hew of anger, wrath and difcontent. 
Neither allow of anie blind excufe : 

Threaten diuorce, and if that beare no fway, 

Priuately fend her to her friends away. 

And boldly let them know, that backe againe 

You neuer meane your wife to entertaine. 2200 

K 3 Which 
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Which wbm her F^mnts fe^ that ftill make fliowe 

Of great difpleasore at their dau^ters choio^ 

And neither will with portion her endowe 

Nor with kind lookc; nor confortable voice. 
When they behold their daughter in that cafe; 
Tumd out of dores vnto her foule di^giace^ 
Thou^ heretofore they haue been proud & ftou^ 
Thai ihall you fee them ^i^A to feeke you out 

Then fhall you fee them humUy to you fue^ 

With faire entreaties, and much obfeciation, 2210 

That her offence you would with pitty vew^ 

And on their yeares take some commiferation. 

And not to make them, and their onelie daughter. 

The fcomefull fubie£l of reproch and laughter. 

Then will they promife much and giue you mor^ 

If 3rou will keepe her (till and lalue thb fore. 



And now, allthough at firft you were vni 

Euer againe to take their daughter KaU ; 

Yet when you fee your cheftes and chambers filling. 

With ftore of monie, houfhold-ftuffe and plate. 

Then may you feeme by little to relent, 2220 

And (in your loue) her follie to lament, 

And that you pleafe (vpon her good behauiour) 

At their requeftes to take her into fauour. 

Thus fhall you purchafe both her Parents loue, 
Obtaine great riches, and conceale your (hame : 
And this your kindneffe will your wife fo moue, 
(If (he haue anic grace to weigh the fame) 

That (he will proue fo honeft, kind, and chaft, 

And (he will fatisfie for all is pa(t 

And all your friends which fee her vertuous life, 2230 

Will blcffe your fortune in fo good a wife. 
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And though fhe be big-bellied with a child, 
That you are certaine cannot be your owne : 
Let it not grieue you to be thus beguild, 
(Confidering that the matter is not knowne) 

Neither refufe to patronize the fame, 

And Chriflen it according to your name, 

For many wealthie Cittizens haue done it, 

And either did not know, or could not shun it. 2240 

For better is your cafe then manie others. 
Whose iealous mindes are flill opprefl with feare, 
Euer fufpecting when their wiues growe mothers. 
They are not fathers to the babes they beare, 

And ftill ambigfuous, that their wiues diffemble, 

If their yong infantes doe them not refemble 

Whereas you need not feare to be beguild, 

For you are certaine it is not your child. 

And though it be not yours, nor you can tell 2250 

What Cuckoe laid this egge within your neft, 
Imagine it is yours, and all is well. 
For in imagination all doth reft. 

Many a man is by his wife beguild. 

And yet imagines he begot the child. 

For whither children be your owne or no. 

Imagination onely makes them so. 

Your wife hath done amiife, and fo haue manie 
(For who offends not, either foone or latter) 
The moft haue wanton motions : Neither can I 

Excufe my felfe, vnlefle my felfe I flatter, 2260 

But when that I was yong, I was enclin'd, 
As other merry wenches are by kind, 
For this is all the difference can be fpide 
She is leaft faultie, that can faults beft hide. 
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Then fince flie is bat like yoor ndgliboiiis wines ; 
(Onely her lucke is worfe to hane it knowne) 
SiDoe yoa are tied together for joai linear 
And cannot be diuorfl; as I haue fhowne; 

And finoe jon cannot her dilgraoe report; 

Bat it will breede jroar fcome : let me eidiort; 3270 

That you oonceale her fault ; and let her friends 

With bags fA monie make you fome ammds 

Thus did that polliticke old woman prate^ 
And Hercules went home well iati^ed, 
Meane while you muft conceiue, that craftie JToft; 
Was neither idle; nor ill occupied. 

For fhee (poll haft) a meflinger had fent 

To let her Parents knowe how all things went; 

And to defire them (fince fhe ftood in need) 

They would repaire to London with all fpeed. 3380 

And for to keepe without her husband's reach, 
Lockt in a chamber all that day fhe fate^ 
Becaufe fhe had no minde to heare him preach. 
Nor of thofe matters to expoftulate. 

But when her Parents were come to the Towne, 

Out of her chamber fhe came fadly downe, 

Her head clofe bound, her countenance delected. 

And on her knees their blefling (he expected. 

But they, (as though fhe had not been their child 

Or they disdeigned to know her) look'd afide. 2290 

With bitter wordcs they sharpely her reuil'd, 

And outwardly made fhew to brawle and chide. 

But Kate with teares of forrow and contrition 

Vpon her knees for pardon made petition ; 

Defiring them, (fmce her offence was paft) 

They would forgiuc her, and forget at laft. 

Married 
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Married I am (quoth fhee) and would to God, 

That I could truly fay I were not married : 

But till repentance whip vs with her rod, 

With headflrong youthfull wills we are fo carried 2300 

We cannot turne : vntill too late we finde 

Our felues vnto our felues are mod vnkinde : 

And yet how bleft and happie were my ftate 

Now to repent, if it were not to late. 

But I am tied to fuch a crabbed Clowne, 
That all this Cittie fcarce hath such a fellow ; 
For he doth nothing else but lowre and frowne. 
And hath his hofe allreadie died in yellow : 

Becaufe I breed, he twits me with a crime, 

And faith I am with child before my time : 23 10 

And though I left you all (by his perfwafion) 

He meanes to caft me off by this occafion. 

Herewith a dropping showre of trickling teares, 

(As mod of them haue weeping at command) 

Did flop her fpeach. And Herades appeares, 

Which in the next roome all this while did (land ; 
With whom mine Hofteffe in great rage & choler 
(Seeming much mou'd to fee her daughters 
In haflie manner did begin to chide, dolour) 

That fo vnkindly he had vTd his Bride. 2320 

And hath our daughter againft our intent 
Made choice (faid shee) of fuch a froward mate ? 
Hath (he without our liking and confent 
(Preferring your good will before our hate) 

Left all her friends, and gone with you away. 

And in this fort doe you her loue repay ? 

Now (doubtleiTe) flie hath made a goodlie match 

Fiihing fo faire, at length a Frog to catch. 

L What 
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1%EB dft Ac MHled far to be of 3pan^ 

Abo bees Id onB^ fafu fiwl, (wt Iijlwl bcfare) 
Tnce in a reair fctoc Eves cJoc mohiplie. 
A=i rz re •^- :r r- :.- ; — .- cr:af.:r;:s I'nictitie : 
And diucfs viucs. vbofe bhli wants no excnfe^ 
Tluce or 4. diDdreii at one faiitli pro du ce. 
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In andeat time fall 4a wedces did need, 
Becaufe tbdr babes were of a larger size : 
But now, dame Nature malting better fpeed. 
A great dcale Ihorter time doth weU suffize. 
For manie woemen, after they arc wed. 
In lefle then 20. wedces are brought a bed ; 
And fome in ten, and Tome in more, fomc Idk, 
According to their kind, and fruitfulInefTe. 
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And which his yet more ftrange then all the reft, 
But not fo ftrange as true ; I knowe a wife. 
That was efteem'd as honeft as the beft, 
And true vnto her husband all her life : 

Which, ere a moneth was fully paft and done 

After the wedding, had a goodlie fonrie ; 2430 

And yet I know her husband will be fworne. 

The child was his, although fo quickly borne. 

And therefore, if you meane to Hue in quiet, 
It is your beft to make no further trouble, 
The childe is yours : It bootes not to denie it, 
And you the father, though (he carrie double. 

Well (anfwered Hercules) I doe not meane 

To keepe a baftard, and anothers Queane : 

Good wordes (faid flie) & then the harme is fmall ; 

You muft and (hall, and ther*s an end of all. 2440 

When as mine Hofte did heare them grow fo hot. 
Which all this while ftood filent without fpeach. 
With milder wordes, (as they had laid the plot) 
That they would heare him fpeake, he did befeech : 

I cannot tell (quoth he) to what intent 

You hold this ftrong and needleffe argument : 

For many idle wordes may breed confufion, 

But neuer bring thefe matters to conclufion. 

The cafe is thus. Our daughter you haue married 

Without our leaue, our liking and confent ; 2450 

And therefore, if (he chance to haue mifcarried, 

It is your iuft deferued punifhment. 
If we had been the makers of this match, 
You might haue layd, we did you coni catch : 
But fmce it was your worke, againft our minde, 
You muft be pleaf *d to take fuch as you finde. 

/ 81 
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Lilecwife the Laves of Holf dniidi doc binde; 

And £ift combine jroo during all yoor life^ 

So that no fault, vhidi at the firft yoo finde^ 

Is canfe fnffident to dioorce your wifie^ 
For by the Prieft yoa vnder-went this cnrfe^ 
To bane and hold for better and for worfe 347^ 

Then fine by law yoa neuer can foriake her, (her, 

\i^th all her faults (perforoe) yon needs nmft take 

And neuer grudge for to take her for your Mati^ 
For fbe defenies your loue : I can you tdl. 
She might haue had 3rour betters in eftate^ 
And left them all, becaufe fhe lou*d you well : 

And for her honeftie I now dare fweare. 

She is as honed, as her mother here : 

It is but feme conceit which feare hath bred. 

That thus with icaloufie doth fill your head 2480 

Here : Take her, loue her, and Grod giue you ioy : 

And you (hall haue 300. pound in hand ; 

And, after we are dead, you (hall enioy, 

Our houfe, our goods, our monie, and our land : 

And if you thinke that Kate hath you beguild. 

And therefore doe repine to keepe the child, 

Send it to vs ; And we will entertaine it. 

And at our proper charges will maintaine it. 

When 
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When thefe good motions Hercules did heare, 

Although at firft he feemed difcontent 2490 

Yet at the laft all thinges concluded were, 

And he well pleaf *d with their arbitrement : 
And thus you fee how Kate herfelfe behaued. 
Whereby her name and credit might be faued : 
How Herailes is wiu'd and well befriended, 
And all parts pleaf 'd, and thus my Tale his ended. 

But from this ftorie which I late haue told, 

Some few fhort obferuations let vs gather : 

First, how the Cittizen for loue of gold, 

An others child was willing for to father : 2500 

Whereby we may difceme the feruile minde 

Of many Cittizens in this same kinde, 

That for defire of profit will not fhrinke 

At fuch fmall faultes, and greater, for to winke. 

Yea, fome of them are fo in loue with monie, 
Or elfe, fo couetous to have Homes budding, 
That to allure great Beares vnto their honie, 
And hungrie dogs vnto a dirtie pudding ; 

They will not fticke to makb their wiues a Stale 

To draw on Cuftomers for better fale ; 25 10 

And vnto fome it is the furest prop. 

To haue a handfome woman keepe their (hop. 

And this is one great reafon I suppofe. 

That in great Townes fo many Cuckolds fwarme 

For when a Woman beautious as a Rofe, 

Sits in her (hop the paffengers to charme, 
Like to a Ship in tempefts doth fhe flit 
In danger euerie minute to be fplit : 
And though fhe doth efcape both rockes & fand, 
Yet is not fafe, vntill fhe come to land. 2520 

For 
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A well-conceited fiftion I haue read, 
Among the Stories which old Poets framed, 
Of one that had within his carefuU head, 
An hundred eyes : and he was Argus named. 

And yet for all his eyes which neuer clofed, 

But euermore to watching were difpofed, 

One filly woman he could hardly keepe, 

For whiles he flept but once, (he playd bo-peepe. 2560 

Oh what deceitfuU trickes haue women kinde, 
When they intend their luft to fatisfie ? 
How boundleffe and vnfatiate is their minde. 
When they are bent to lawleffe luxurie ? 

How brittle, fickle, wauering, falfe and fraile. 

Like to a wether-cocke, ftill turning taile ? 

So that to write their faults, who doth intend. 

May well begin, but nere (hall make an end. 

But why (hould I complaine of letchery ? Objection 

Or preffe bad wiues with fuch an exclamation ? 2570 

Since they vphold the ftate of Cuckoldrie, 
And are the pillars of that ordination. 

If that the fruit be good, no caufe I see. 

Why we (hould fault, or discommend the tree : 

Or by our malice feeke the mans difgrace. 

Which by his cunning graft it in that place. 

The end is all (the prouerbe old doth say) 

And doth approue, or difallow each thing : 

Nor doe the caufes wander much aftray. 

Which to a good conclufion matters bring. 2580 

If that a woman fomewhat tread awry, 

And follow fports of luft and venery. 

Why (hould we blame her, fince (he doth pretend 

Her hu(bands good, and credit in the end. 

M What 
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Hat reafon haue I then {may fome Tuppofe) 
To raile at woemcn in this bitter manner ? 
If wiues were true, and free from fecret blowes, 
How fhoiild tlieir hufbads purchafe fuch an honor? 
If that a Cuckold be fo braue a name. 
They rather merit praife, then any blame. 
And thus will Momus fnarling brood coraplaine. 
What late I prais'd, I now difpraife agaJne. 

Well could I wifh the world were at that (lay. 
And cucry woman of fo honeft carriage, 
That horncs, whidi nowbearc fuch a mighty fvvay, 
Might be cxil'd the bonds of lawfull marriage. 
But fincc this fortune hath befalne fo many, 
(I fay not, that I cannot exempt any.) 
Better it were the title fliould be graced, 
Then honed Cuckolds vtterly defaced. 

And though when fruit is good, we cannot blame, 
Or fault the perfon which did graft the tree. 
Yet in the ground which other men doe claime, 
We cannot plant, nor graft, nor fowc as free. 
Each hath his parcell ; that which is inclofed, 
Muft at the owners pleafure be difpofed. 
If ground be fcarce, the common fields be cheape, 
Yet let men fowe whereas they meane to reape. 

The end is all ; and fo may Cuckolds fing, 
For many men are Cuckolds in the end, 
Yet little good proceedeth from that thing 
To her, which doth her husband thus offend. 
For where (he was efteemed chafte before. 
Now (he is taken for a paltry whore ; 
Nor was her end to win him reputation. 
But for to quench the flames of fornication. 
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If that a tyrant merits any praife, 

Which doth adjudge a Martyr to be flaine, 

Then doth a wanton wife which fpends her dayes 

In making homes to breede her hufbands bane 2620 

Deferue great thankes : For both alke wee fee, 

To be the caufes of their deftinie. 

But though bad manners better orders breed, 

Still they are nought, & fliame fhal be their meed. 

None I fuppofe is of fo vild a life, 
But will affirme it by his owne confeflion : 
To haue clofe dealing with anothers wife, 
It is a (hamelesse and a great transgreflion ; 

Yet though from thence arife a Cuckolds name. 

No blemifli can redound vnto the fame. 2630 

For oft we fee, euen fropi a dung-hill growes. 

Sweet flowers, which neither fent nor odour lofe. 

Many a man of credit, and good place. 

Hath eamd great riches by a (linking Trade : ^ \^^ 

And neither doth his Uuing him deface, farmers, 

Nor of a bafer reckoning is he made. and^C^iers. 

Why then (hould men thus fcorne a Cuckolds life. 

For that his name comes by a (linking wife ? 

Who doth diflike good meat, is void of wit, 

Although a greazie Scullion turne the fpit 2640 

Many a wicked father hath beene knowne 
To haue a fonne of good and honed life : 
And many a famous Cuckold of renowne. 
Hath erd beene married to a wanton wife. 

And yet the womans lewdneflTe is no (hame 

Vnto the credit of a Cuckolds name. 

For (certs) a Cuckold in his generation 

Is held a name of worth and edimation. 

M 2 And 
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And of all men that live vpon the ground, 

None can more fitly be a Martyr named : 2^50 

For with fuch fcoffes and mockes his dayes abound, 

As would in truth make any man alhamed. 

But that with patience he is pofleft. 

Which makes him happie, and his ftate more bleft : 

For Patience fuch a noble vertue is, 

As will in fine promote him vnto blifle. 

This is the caufe fo many learned Clarkes, 

So many antient Authors, and graue men. 

Did in their feueral volumes and their workes^ 

Much in the prafe of worthy Cuckolds pen. 2660 

For where this patience is fo much commended, 

A Cockolds honor need mull be intended. 

And well we may expound them in that fenfe^ 

Since that a Cuckold is all Patience. 

And rather truly might thofe learned wits, 
Applaud a Cuckold vnder that pretence : 
Becaufe this vertue, which that ftate befits, 
Might beare amongft them fome preheminence. 
And fince it might feeme foolifh to dilate, 
old \Vriters in In Open words the glory of their ftate ; 2670 

CuckoMs Better they thought to fet before her eyes 

The patient Cuckolds praifes in this wife. 

Tully the Orator fo much admir'd, 

The Paragon of fweet-tun*d Eloquence, 

In fuch a robe of glory hath attir'd 
tU: quifaa- A Cuckolds vcrtue and his patience : 
dot, nan ego That he not oncly hath preferd him cleere 

summis vins ^ r 

fum comparo, Before all men that are, or euer were ; 

verumetiam g^^. ^jf^ j^^^j^ (without refpcft of ods) 

Dijsjudico, Reputed him as equall to the gods. 2680 
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I lift not here alledge what all haue faid, 

In commendation of the patient crue, 

The vfuall examples, which are made, 

Do proue my fayings and affertions true. 
That fure I wonder, and I much admire them, 
(Vnleffe the homes with patience do infpire them) 
How they fo meekly fuffer and abide, 
The wrongs and iniuries which tliem betide. 



But (doubtlefle) they are men of gallant parts, 
And fcome to take reuenge for eueiy toy : 
It fits not valorous and noble harts 
To picke a quarrell with each scuruy boy : 
They Hue contented ftill what ere befall, 
And for their crofles neither fight nor brail, 
What Fortune fends, they willingly receiue. 
As you by this example may perceiue. 
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An honeft good plaine-dealing man of life. 
Which got his lining daily by his labour, 
Finding a knaue in fporting with his wife, 
And playing frolickly vpon his Tabor, 

Did not, as fome would vfe to fweare & fwagger. 
And at the first fight ftab him with his dagger ; 
But in good words he wiflit they would amend. 
And let him go, becaufe he was his friend. 
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Here is a glafle for all men to behold 
How great the patience of a Cuckold is, 
Worthy in leaues of braffe to be inrold, 
That after-ages might remember this. 
Neuer was perfon of fo mild a hart. 
That if he found his wife at fuch a part, 
Would with fuch|quiet brooke fo great a fcorne. 
Except he had an intereft in the home. 
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Note this my ^ Vnow somc hot-fpurd-youths, which are not wed, 
yong gallflnu. Will fivcarc this Cuckold \w3S a very lout : 

For if that they had found the knaue a bed, 
Zound's, by the cares they would haue puld him out. 
They would haue beate the villaine like a ftocke. 
That neuer after he fhould lone the fmocke : 
And in fuch manner they would vfc the Boore, 
Scarce he (hould goe aliue out of their doore. 
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Thus will my youthful ftripHngs, in their vainc, 

Brag of tlieir valor, ere they go to field. 

But vaunting Souldiers oftentimes are flaine, 

Or in the battle forced for to yceld. 

An emptie veffell giucs a mighty found, 
When lead or nothing can therein be found. 
Many can tell the way to tame a fhrow. 
But they which haue the woman doc not know. 



Oft haue I heard a gallant fay as much, 
And ftamp & fweare, that he would flea him quicke : 
Yet hath liis fortune afterwards beene fuch. 
Though he haue come euen in the very nicke, 
And taken one in bourding with his wife. 
He durit not draw his dagger for his life. 
But was content to falne himfelfe afleepe, 
Meane while his head was armed like a fbeepe; 

What are they better if they take the knaue. 

And beat him foundly, or bereaue his life ? 

Can they auoyd the title they muft haue ? 

Or purchafe any credit to their wife ? 

'Tis but a meanes to breed their further fcome, 
Becaufe fo grieuoufly they take the home. 
Better it is to fee, and not efpy it, 
Then by their folly more for to defcry it 
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But if the Cuckold-maker be fo bold, 
To tume againe, and brauely play the man, 
And knocke the Cuckold while his cudgell hold, 
In what a taking is the Cuckold than ? 
Surely by this needs muft he gaine profoundly, 
That both is Cuckolded and beaten foundly, 
Much wifer might he feeme to hold his peace, 
Then with (hrewd knocks his forrows to increafe 
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If my aduice may ferue in any fled, 
Rather I giue thee counfaile not to see. 
When thou beholdft a knaue within thy bed, 
Then for to make a brawle, or mutinie : 

For he that takes the home in fuch a grudge, 

A very fimple fellow men him iudge. 

When he that is not halfe fo foole-precise, 

Is oft efteemed to be very wife. 

And well may he be taken for a Clowne, 
Which, when hee cannot remedy the thing, 
Doth in his fury trouble all the towne, 
And makes the Country of his folly ring. 

But though the vulgar fort a Cuckold deeme him 
Yet worthy of that name I not efteeme him. 
For to the home this vertue doth belong, • 
Tliat patient heads mujl vndergoe each wrong : 
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He is a 
Cuckold, not 
worthjr to bee 
a Cuckold. 



And now vpon a fudden to my fight 
Prefents himfelfe a greater foole then this ; 
Which is not onely pleas'd to bring to light, 
And make a wonder of his wiues amifie. 
But for to proue himfelfe a very Daw, 
Needes muft hee bee diuorced by the Law. 
The firft ; by witneffe is a Cuckold cleped, 
This ; By authority the hornes hath reaped. 
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A Cuckold 
with a witnes, 
and a Cuckold 
by authority. 
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to k&oc tkor Hcsd-peooc 
b caasot ndk jponr ir|Mf Jtai itwl, 
Ycv coloura Iqr &iiit uiv^ib flinnld be I mwm 

Placlce aSlharhans^ ft oq their onwrnmhi 

A paifc of Aflfes cares to tiicn' d ife iJCgL 2790 

Wdl dodi dicar talBy this old figring fi^ 

A mmk'€mtUmUi Cmkdd i^^ m wiL 

For let me but esqxrfhilate thb cafe ; 

Althoi^ to yoo I knov it is but vaine^ 

Which are of wiidome, and with time and place 

Can order all your a&ions to your gaine. 
What better is the wood-cocke, made a wonder. 
When with a knaue he sees his iiife lye vnder ? 
Or what amendment doth he reape from hence. 
To put her quite away for this offence ? 2800 

I must confcffe (perforce) this is the way 

To let the world haue notice of his name : 

Yet him I holde a foole which doth difplay 

Thofc things which may redound vnto his fhame. 

And greater is his madneffe I suppofe, 

Which who he hath good fortune, fcarcely knows 

Hut mofl his folly, if I dare fo fay, 

Which bolts the doore when Steed isjlolne away. 

Better 
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Better it is in quiet take the cup, 

(Since what is wouen cannot be vn-fpun) 2810 

And patiently to drinke thy forrowes vp, 

Than call in queftion what thy wife hath done. 
If of the homes perchance thou art aftiamed, 
Tenne times as much by this thou art defamed : 
And where to few before the fault was knowne, 
Now all about the countrey it is blowne. 

Thou may'ft remoue th* occafion of this matter, 

And by a lawfull course diuorce thy wife : 

Yet with the vulgar fort, which cannot flatter, 

Thou (halt be thought a Cuckold all thy life, 2820 

And though with equitie you be vntied. 

The mod will cenfure hardly on thy fide : 

For whether part foeuer be in fault, 

Still is the husband deemed for to halt. 

But to conclude, when all is come about. 
And that from thee thy wife is quite diuorced, 
What haft thou earned but a mocke or flout ; 
For still to weare the homes thou muft be forced. 

Yet here proceedes great caufe to make thee forrie. 

The name of Cuckold giues to thee no glorie : 2830 

And though the title make another bleft. 

Shame and difgrace it paints vpon thy creft. 

The purest Wheat caft in a cankred ground, 

Dies ere it fprout, and neuer yeelds increafe : 

Good holefome meat, when bodie is vnfound. 

Doth cloy the ftomacke, and the man difeafe : 
So if the Homes be grafted in his head, 
Which is with furie and impatience led. 
Nothing but fcoffes and mocks they do importune. 
Though otherwife the Scutchions of good fortune. 2840 

N This 
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This is the fcope and meaning of the plaoe^ 
That ancient Poets of ASlaom faine: 
Which tooke the homes with griefe and fuch difgrace^ 
That of his dogged paffions he was flaine. 
All wiocf Pot ^^ ^^ atom plainely fliewes in part; 

tMuidffrj And this to all mad Cuckolds be the end, 

Which gradge at that thqr neuer can amend. 

Here can I not with filence ouer-paflfe. 

Without great preiudice vnto the Home, ^50 

To tell how patient once a Painter was, 

(As kind a Cuckold as was euer borne) 

And fince it is a matter of fome worth, 

Meet to be drawne in golden colours forth, 

After my fimplc skill it fliall be painted, 

Though with the Pencill I am not 



This cuniiing Painter was but newly wed. 

Lining in pleafure with his wanton wife ; 

When Fortune ayming for to home his head, 

(As Fortune ftill difturbcs the quiet life) ^'^ 

Gaue him occafions by an cnuious chance, 

That he by fea mud trauaiic into France, 

The night before his iourney he did take, 

Thus to his wife in bed the Painter fpake. 

Sweet wife (quoth he) thou know'ft I loue tlice deerly, 
And much I gricuc to leauc thee thus alone, 
I fcare my abfence it will touch thee ncerely, 
And my departure caufc thee sigh and mone : 

But be content (my dccrc) I will not (lay, 

Above a moncth at mofl from thee away, 2870 

'Tis but a little while (my prcttie Sweet) 

Shortly I hope againc wc two fliall meet. 

Yet 
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Yet in remembrance, till I come againe, 
And that in heart with thee at home I am. 
Let me entreat thee (if it be no paine) 
That on thy belly I may paint a Lambe : 

Not that thy truth of honeftie I feare. 

For thou art too too honeft I dare sweare ; 

But that it be a figne before thy eyes, 

Both when thou go'ft to bed, and doft arife. 2880 

And that when Rill thou look'ft vpon this geere. 
And on the little Lambe doft caft a glance, 
Thou maift remember who did paint him there. 
And fend a figh vnto the coaft of France, 

And thinke thy husband will no longer ftay, 

Then his affaires be part, if winds obey ; 

And with thefe words he kift her, and fo ftaid. 

When (he againe this readie anfwere made. 

Husband (quoth (he) and then the woman wept. 

And figh'd and fob'd, as though (he had been fickly : 2890 

Deere husband, your great kindneffe I accept. 

And fore lament, we thus muft part fo quickly. 

Yet neuer thinke that I (hould you forget, 

Though your affaires a tweluemonth (hould you let : 

But if to paint a Lambe will breed your eafe 

Faint on my belly euen while you pleafe. 

The good plaine-dealing man was glad of this, 

He tooke his Pencill, and to worke he went. 

And on her belly did he paint (ywis) 

A prettie little Lambe incontinent. 2900 

But fince the winde for no mans caufe doth ftay. 

He is imbarkt for France, and gone away : 

Pitie it were to tell the griefe and mone 

His wife made for him, being left alone. 

N 2 Be- 
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Bow croffc fomrtimcs o«r fortune pbyes, 
Tbe Patnter his affaires did hap fo ill. 
That now arc almofl paA thrice thirtic dayes, 
And yet he is conftrain'd to tarric fttU : 
So that before bis buTinclte was ended. 
Three quartets ol a yearc were quite cipended : 
And fmce in France To long the I'atntcr tarries, 
Maiiic bow bis wife her fcifc in England csrries. 

A moncth fhc took his alifence paflii^ fad ; 
But when he canic not at tb' appointed day, 
She entertaincs anotlier luRic Lad, 
For to maintainc the fport, and hold her pUy : 

Which in all points did pIcaTc her luA fo right. 

That he was welcome to her eueric night ; 

Nor much Ihc cared, but in outward Ihow. 

Whether the Painter came againe or no. 
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The luflie youth, which was with her acquainted. 
And kept poflcfljon of her hurbands place. 
By chance cfpicd upon her bcllic painted 
The little Lanibc, whereat he laught apace : 

But furc he thought it wanted fomc i»crfeflion, 

Becaufc of homes there was a plainc dcfcftion ; 

And therefore when the woman was aflcepc; 

He painted two grcatc homes vpon the fhcepe. 

Now is the Painters bufineffe quite pall, 
And he from France by fea is fafely come ; 
His wife about his necke her arms doth caft, 
And kifle him oft, and bid him welcome home : 
Ah my fweet husband (then (he kindly wept) 
What fad misfortune hath fo long thee kept ? 
Againc fhe kift iiim, and againe (lie cried, 
If longer you had ftay'd, I Ihould liauc died. 
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Her louing husband taking all for truth, 

(Seeing his wife to weepe for very ioy) 

KiflTd her mod kindly, like a wanton youth, 

And feem'de as blithe and luftie as a boy : 2940 

He tooke her ftreight and fet her on his knee, 
Ah my fweet wife, how does my Loue ? (quoth he) 
How fares my Turtle ? I haue done thee wrong. 
In flaying from thy companie fo long. 

But fuch (fweet-heart) was my difafter chance, 
And fuch occafions did my comming let, 
That I no fooner could returne from France, 
(No harme, thought (he, if you had tarried yet) 

But fince (quoth he) at laft I am come backe, 

Drinke welcome to me in a pint of Sacke : 2950 

She dranke to him, he pledged hej: ; to be (hort. 

They fupt, and went to bed in honeft fort 

And now the Painter 'gan for to remember. 
That on the night before he went from home, 
A little Lambe he painted on the limber, 
Vp-bearing out-fide of her tender wombe : 

Therefore, that he afTuredly might know, 

Whether his wife had faithfull been, or no. 

To view the Lambe he 'gan her kindly pray, 

Which he did paint before he went away. 2960 

Husl)and (quoth (he) that you may plainely see 
I haue preferu'd my faith as vndefil'd, 
Behold the Lambe, and after iudge of me, 
If in your abfence I haue you beguil'd : 

Therewith (he (hew*d her bellie, whereon faire 

The painted Lambe appear'd with homes a paire : 

Whereat he darted as he were afraid, 

Yet his owne pifture was there truly made. 

N 3 The 
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The woman inanielled for to behold. 

The Lambe dcfcrib'd with fuch a goodly head : ^70 

The man was angrie, yet his peace did hold, 

And flood amaz'd, as though he had beene dead : 

But (lie (as women are by nature (lie, 

Apt to excufe their folly with a lie) 

After that (he fome little paufe had made, 

Demurely to her husband thus (be (aid : 

Ei ^manqukm Well may you wonder how this comes to pa(re, 
prm/emH^ms ^^^ thinke (fwcct husband) I haue beene vnkinde : 
mmdet exat/art Yet if you ponder how it changed was, 

And how the Lambe transformed thus we finde, 2980 

I doe not doubt but you will iudge me true. 
In deed, in word, in thought, in all to you, 
For by the Sunne that (hines before my face, 
I know not when the homes came in this place. 

And yet the night before you did depart. 
And left me like a widow here at home, 
A little Lambe, according to your art, 
You painted (you remember) on my wombc : 
If at that prcfcnt time it was a Lambe, 
Note bcr Although no greater but to fuckc his damme, 2990 

artpimcn . y^.^ fmcc a twclue-month you haue tarried hence, 

Now it muft be a (hcepc by confcquencc. 

When as her husband heard this fine excufe, 

So wittic, plcafant, and fo readic told, 

Thouj^h he was much aggricucd at th'abufe. 

And well pcrcciu'd the Ihccpo was of his fold : 
(Knowing the homes which fell vnto his (hare 
Were niarria^c-fortune. and i^ood neighbors fare) 
lie tooke with i>ati.iKe what did liiin niulell, 
And Inuhnj; kiiidly. put it vp in icll. 30CO 
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Loe here (kind Cuckolds) prefent to your view 

A worthie mirror of true patience, 

A rare example, meet for all the crue. 

With whom the homes (hall haue preheminence : 

This is the way to win your reputation, 

And make your wiues to leaue their fornication : 

Thefe are the meanes a womans feet to (lay. 

Which is difposd to range or goe aftray. 

Bootlede it is to breake a womans will. 

Or feeke to curbe her pleafures by thy rage ; 30 lO 

For if (he once be giuen vnto ill, 

Brawles, ftrife, nor anger can her luft aduage. 

If Riuers haue their courfe, they gently fall, 

Stop but their pa(rage, then they throw downe all : 

So if a woman be reftrain'd by force, /^^^ ^^,^ 

She growes more head-ftrong, and by nature worfe. animos a 
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Take for example what one Cuckold did ; 

Which when he heard his wife was prone to fmne. 

Shut not the dores vnkindly, but ftreight bid 

More (hould be made to let her louers in : 3020 

That euery person, when the dores were many, 

Might come and goe away, vnfeene of any : 

But when his wife did fee his dispofition, 

She left her wanton life and lewd condition. 

Many, before they marrie, feeme to boaft 
How they will dominire when they are wed, 
For they will tie their wiues vnto a poft, 
Before (he graft the home vpon their head : 

And they with watch and ward will fo preuent her. 

That no corriuall shall haue time to enter : 3030 

And maugre fortune, and in fpite of chance. 

After the Horne-pipe they will neuer dance. 

But 
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But let them know, no policies preuaile. 
No art, no craft, no force, their fate to (hun ; 
Strong brazen walls ; Argus his eyes doe faile 
To keepe a woman, when (he lift mif-done : 

And if fhe once doe by his lookes efpie, 

No faith her husband doth in her relie. 

Or elfe is iealous, and doth her miftruft, 

Much more ftie is incenfed vnto luft. 3040 

In vaine thou ftandft within a womans way, 
When fhe is once paft honeftie and grace : 
For though thou watch and ward her night and day, 
And haue her prefent ftill before thy face, 

By fome deuice or other which may fall, 

Occafion Ihe will find to pay for all : 

And (or fit place fhe to her plcafurcs lacke) 

She will not fticke to home thee at thy backe. 

Prcuent an euill (doth the Prouerbc fay) 

But when an euill conies by deftinie, 3050 

And cannot be auoidt^J anv wav. 

What profit falls by pcrucrfc icaloufie ? 

Nothin*; but thi>; tliat rtanJini; ftill en thomcs, 

Sufpition bids tlicc to beware ihc homes : 

Anvl (furc^ a h<.»rncvl hc.id Icffc ^ricfc doth findc. 

Then dv^th a icalous ;i,vi^ a horned minde. 

I cannv^t well CvMv.moiui that iV.r.ple fwaine. 
Which lor his haircvl to the Cuck^vs iVn::. 
vlWvaulo tlio i.'uckv'C in a !V.crr!o vaine 

Sonu tiino vltvl iip.^ Ikn Art'^Iotrecs air.or.::^ 3060 

<.'va vKn\nc iho t:ov<. t;:.;t T^.. ir. -!:: :"t no more 

« * iivviv u.^ ..\ . ,v.. ,»>. 1,.^^ ....vv. v.. ..v r*v. . V . C 
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I meruaile much, and cannot know*the reafon, 

Why euery foolifli Peafant and rude knaue, 

When as they heare the Cuckoe in the feafon, 

Which in thefe quarters doth her prefence craue, 
Send out her notes fo pleafant and fo fhrill, 
That all true Cuckolds they with gladnefle fill, 3070 

Why they (hould mocke, deride, abufe, & flout her, 
And to the death with (lones & cudgels clout her. 

In my conceit, of all the fowles that flie. 
Most pleafant are her notes, furpafling all, 
Chaunting fo fweet the fame of Cuckoldrie, 
That vnto men tliey feeme Angelicall, 

And fo replete with fugred melodie. 

As driues kind Cuckolds to an extafie : 

Ah, fweetly, fweetly, doth the Cuckoe fmg 

The Cuckolds prayfes in the pleafant Spring. 3080 

Familiar is her fong, fmooth, eafie, plaine. 
Not harfh, nor hardly wrefted from her throat : 
No bird there is knowne fooner by her ftraine, 
In fuch regard is growne the Cuckoes note : 

Yet is her voice fo pleafant to the eare. 

It glads the meaneft creature it doth heare, 

For neuer I beheld fo foure a face. 

But for to heare her fong did laugh apace. 

Fond wantonizing Ouid giue vs place, 

Comparifons in all things are not meet ; 3090 

'Tis not your Nightingale that can difgrace 

The Cuckoes tunes, fo muficall, fo fweet : 

Her warbling notes fcarce equall halfe the skill 

That is compafl within a Cuckoes bill : (to fing, 

Packe hence (poorc Woodcock) teach your bird 

The Un^ly Cuckoe is of Birds the King, 

O Greatly 
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Greatly I maniaile thou woufd'fl be fo bliad, 
Being a man of wifdomc, to prefer 
That piping bird, fprung from a pewling kind, 
Before the Cuckolds merrie Trumpeter ; 

Since (lie complaincs of murder, rape, and wrong. 
The Cuckolds glorie is the Cuckoos fong : 
And when fhe chantes it in her pleafant mood, 
Shec makes the fiveeteft noife in all the Wood. 



And yet (in truth) 1 cannot much thee blame, 
If ignorance did Icade thee thus awrie ; 
Thou wouldft have writ diuinely in her fame, 
If thou hadft knowne a Cuckolds dignitie : 
And highly hadft thou grac'd thy wanton vaine 
In prayfing her, that Tings thy prayfc againe. 
This, this had been a fubjeft for thy pen. 
To all thrice welcome that are married men. 

But fince I thinkc thou bore no good affeftion 
To honeft Cuckolds, nor the Cuckocs fong. 
Thy bookes of Loue doe make a plaine deteflion, 
Thy mind was much inclined vnto wrong, 
And thou a lewd profeflTed Cuckold-maker, 
And therefore wouldft not be with her partaker. 
For ftill Experience euidently (hewes, 
That Cuckold-makers are the Cuckoes foes. 

Famous Sir Geffrie Chaucer, you were wife, 
And worthily efteemed an Englifh Poet, 
And like a SchoUer you could poetife : 
Yet once you plaid the foole I let you know it. 
For in that great affemblie which you make, 
Wherein together birds did counfaJle take. 
You greatly wronged this birds magnificence, 
In giuing her fo fmall preheminence. 



Pasquils Night-cap. 

Reafon it was, fhe (hould before the reft 

Haue taken place, and order, in her ftation ; 3130 

Both for her voice, which is in great requeft, 

And alfo for the Cuckolds reputation. 

But you no Cuckold were, it may be deemed, 

Or Cuckolds then were not fo much efteemed : 

Or (fure) Sir Geffne^ you were beetle-blind 

In tearming bafely fuch a bird vnkind. 

But as for Skelton with his Lawrel Crowne, 

Whofe ruffling rimes are emptie quite of marrow : 

Or fond Catullus, which fet groffely downe 

The commendation of a fiUie Sparrow : 3140 

Becaufe their lines are void of eftimation, 

I paffe them ouer without confutation. 

Much would the Cuckoe thinke herfelfe impared. 

If (hee with Philip Sparrow were compared. 

Let chirping Philip leame to catch a flie. 
And picke vp crums from off his Miftris finger : 
And let the Nightingales fweet harmonic 
Win her the name and title of a finger : 

Thefe are not all the praifes we can bring 

To praife the Cuckoe which attends the fpring. 3 1 50 

For well I may alleage in her defence 

She is a bird of wonderous patience. 

Too much it were to reckon all the wrong, 
And euery iniury doth her betide : 
No fooner (he begins her louely song, 
Which Knaues and Minions cannot well abide, 

But one or other Woodcocke that doth heare her. 

With threats and curfings is at hand to teare her, 

That fure I thinke (he could not Hue a day. 

If (he did want the wit to flie away. 3^^ 
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As is kv faagngc S'jQv maslse her wdD, 

Xkns to the bafic Ibolcslhe bird ifid Ipcsdbei 

Cvdkolds 4€Ii»di fhe) mbtak coeSaoMx h your IkU. 

And dttnke oo me jtxir inafioe for to wTcake ; 3180 

Yoa that doe take the Horae in fudi di^race, 
Grieuing to hare it grafted on TOur Sice, 
Content your felues, >xxxr fortunes are not dainti^ 
The Cuckoe laith, that Cuckolds there are plentie. 

Then frolicke, Sirs, this fragrant time of yearc^ 

Pale iealouiie was neuer void of Ti-oe, 

Sorrow is more encreaft by needleflfe feare, 

Heart-fretting care to health was euer foe : 

Your States, the Cuckoe tels you, are no worfe 

Than many thoufands, which nor brawle nor curfe : ^icx> 

Many do beare great bookes, know fcarce a letter, 

Many are learned which are nere the better. 

Many 
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Many are Cuckolds, which fuppofe they are not ; Three dmecs 

Some are No Cuckolds, which thinke they are none : one & none. 

Wife be the Cuckolds which both be and care not ; One and one. 

None, and 

Fond is the man which is not, will be one : one. 

But one or not one, ftill I am your friend, 
You either are, or may be in the end. 
I fing your prayfes to expell your forrow. 
And thus the Cuckoe bids you all Good morrow. 3^00 

Ah fweet and pleafant bird, how I admire 
The vnregarded vertue of thy kind ! 
How neere thy meet behauior doth afpire 
Vnto the patience of the Cuckolds mind ! 

Certes it is a glorious thing to fee 

The Cuckoe thus with Cuckolds to agree. 

And well deferues fome worthy Poets pen. 

That birds can leame the qualities of men. 

Anger the Rauen, he will flye about. 

As though his meaning were to feize vpon thee ; 3210 

The Goose will gaggle, and the Cocke crie out, 

And euery other bird call (hame vpon thee : 

Annoy the Larke, and he will hang the wing. 

Trouble the Nightingale, fhe leaues to fmg ; J^^^ ^„^ 

Onely the Cuckoe, which furmounts them all, ^Vy^ ^^ 

She ftill chaunts Cuckoe, whatfoere befall. 

No hurt (he meanes to any liuing thing. 

And therefore deemes no creature will her harme : 

For when her little egges (he forth doth bring, 

Within anothers neaft (he layes them warme, 3220 

Suppofmg that kind bird will loue them deare, 

As Cuckolds doe, which no deceit doe feare, 

SuflTering their wiues to keepe good companie. 

Thinking that men will vfe them honeftly. 

O 3 Neither 
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Neither doe I cfteeme her as a Sinner, 
(Although Pythagoras reproue the fault, 
Which neuer cat an egge vnto his dinner. 
But onely fed vpon a root and fait) 

Becaufe fhc flyes into anothers neft, 

And fuckcs the egges which there fhe liketh bcft, 3230 

Nor doth fhc more deferue and merit blame. 

Than honed men, which daily eat the fame. 

Rather I dceme her worthy commendation, 

(If to the Cuckoc her dcfert we giue) 

Since fhe deuoures and fuckcs their procreation, 

That cat the corne whereby mankind fhould liue. 
Herein fhc fliewes herfelfe a friend to man. 
Seeking his good by all the meanes fhe can, 
Ik^th in applaudiug them which weare the home, 
And fucking vp their brood which eat the come. 3240 

Kind gentlewomen, ye which take delight, 

A pratling Farrat in your Cage to haue, 

Itecaufc (he prates good morrow and good night. 

Or bids a fawcie fellow Walke a knauc. 
And yc which kccpc a Puppic or a Daw, 
To make you lau^li by playing with a ftraw, 
Let not ihcfc tines be thought a womans treafure, 
But kccpc tlie loucly Cuckoc for your pleafure. 

Your Jack -daw cannot with her filuer bell 

Match this iwoct bird, the mistrefle of the Spring; 3250 

Anil trull inc trulv. the doth farrc cxcell 

Your Puppic and \ our Tarrat in each thing. 

The rarral prates as the is tauLjht by rote, 

Thi'i hiivi b\' nature hath a merric note. 

And all her iv n^s. in lieu o{ fauors ihowne, 

Shall ic 11 \\>ur iu:sl>ands I'lorie. or voi:r ownc. 

Thrice 
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Thrice famous Dauid LUidfey of the North, 

Thou hadft great conference with a Popingay, 

Which erft did tell thee many things of worth, 

As they in print are extant at this day : 3260 

Yet greater matters might thy pen haue painted. 

If with the Cuckoe thou hadft beene acquainted : 

For deeper myfteries doth (he bewray, 

Than euer was reueal'd by Popingay. 

No bird, nor any creature hath the grace, 
(Though they in other qualities excell) 
Which can fo truly to a mans owne face 
In good plaine tearmes his proper title tell. 

No fooner (he a married man efpies. 

But in her language Cuckoe ftraight (he cries : 3270 

Which her a prophet makes me to suppofe. 

Since fecret faults fo openly (he (hewes. 

If (he farre off a company defcrie, 

Or by the noyfe their comming vnderftand, 

Cuckoe (he doubles moil melodioufly. 

As if (he said. More Cuckolds are at hand : 

And (though (he neuer fee them) (he can tell 

Both what the perfons are, and where they dwell ; 

Cuckolds they are, if you their names require, 

And where they dwell ? forfooth in Cuckold(hire. 3280 

This is the caufe, I thinke, that Iealou(ie 

Repines to heare the Cuckoe fing fo faire : 

For he, confum'd with fooli(h phrenefie. 

With raging madne(re, griefe, and fretting care, 

Kickes like a fcabbed lade, when he doth heare 

That name repeated which he needes muft beare. 

And with impatience brookes her gracious call, 

Which tels him truly what will after fall. 

Ano- 
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Another fort there are, which cannot well 

Abide to heare the Cuckoc for their Hues, 3^90 

But do deteft her as a Fiend of Hell : 

And thefe are women, Minions, vnchaft wiues, 
Which are afhamed for to haue difplaid. 
How their kind hufbads they haue Cuckolds made : 
Or they are Badards, which fcarce loue to heare 
Their mothers faults, and who their fathers were. 

But for the yeomen of the homed Crowd, 

Me thinkes their joy and comfort is not fmall, 

To heare the Cuckoe carroll out fo lowd 

The wondrous gloric doth their dates befall, 3300 

And fo harmonioufly their prayfes fmg, 
That Woods and Forcfts with their Ecchoes ring : 
Doubtleflc a Cuckold is a gallant name, 
When birds chant Hymnes in honour of the fame. 

And fuch in ancient times hath been the praife, 

And cflimation of this worthic State, 

(Though much it be difgraccd in thcfe daies, 

And fore abufcd of each fcoffing Mate) 

That Kin^s and Kmpcrors haue thought no scome, 

For arms to bcarc the boafts which wcare the horn. 33 lo 

And crowns & fccpters, thrones & great dominios, 

Arc not more rich than homes in fomcs opinions. 

Let famous Greece be witnefTc of this thing, 
Where horned heads were wont to beare fuch fway, 
Thai feldonie anv came to be their Kin^:^, 
Hut Hill he \n\)\\\\ a Cuckold, as fome fay. 
This Mi'ridiius well could vcrifie, 
. .,., , Wlu.lr luMius nn.curd /Vnvj- cndkffe miferic : 

«rirM,.i ii,.. ♦Wl ib.t I:, :n \\v\\\ .iio!c iluit niortali iinic, 

lUil Ihal lu could uot haue a_;ainc his wife. 3320 
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He could haue beene content with all his heart 
To haue beene Cuckold, and haue bled his fortune, 
If they his wife had fuffered to depart, 
Whom he to haue againe did much importune : 

But when he faw faire meanes could not obtaine 
It was concluded, he by force fhould gain her; (her 
To make it knowne, that (he was his by right, 
And (hew himfelfe a Cuckold of great might. 



And not alone was he a Cuckold deemed ; 
But Agamemnon^ which was eke his brother. 
And in the warres as chiefe commaunder feemed. 
Had happie fortune to be made another. 
Nor could VlyJIfes quite himfelfe exile 
From out this companie by any wile : 
For though Penelope was loth to marrie, 
So long without a friend (he could not tarrie. 

Suruey the Hidories of elder daies ; 

Perufe the chronicles of euery Nation ; 

And thou (halt (ind that men of greateft praife. 

Wealth, riches, honor, fame, and eftimation, 
Moft valiant, hardie, learned, graue, and wife, 
Grieu'd not to be addreft in Cuckolds guife. 
And thus hath Fortune often thought it beft. 
To make kind-hearted Cuckolds perfect bleft. 

None euer liu'd and haue had better chance. 
Or beene inhanced vnto higher (late : 
None of more valour, might or cheuifance. 
Or in the warres haue been more fortunate, 
Or greater glory and renowne haue wonne. 
Then hath the Cuckold, and the Cuckolds fonne ; 
As from thefe two great Monarchs we may gather 
Great Alexander^ and his worthy Fatlier. 
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I will not here infifl my lines to cuniber, 
Let it fuffice tliat I hauc named two. 
He which aflaies by name to take the number 
of ancient Cuckolds Jliall haue much to doo. 

If he can tell the fands vpon the (hore, 

Then he may count the Cuckolds all of yore. 

This is enough to free the name from fcorne : 

Kings haue not beene alham'd to weare a home. 33^ 



But what fhould I dilate of earthly Kings, 
Of worldly Monarchs, and of mortall men .' 
Since loues owne wife, (as Ottid fweetly fings, 
And other pleafant Poets erfl: did pen.) 
tuHO the glorious Emprefle of the skies, 
Queene of the aire, where winds doe tiranifc, 
Was through her hu.sbands vfual ribaldry. 
Made Ladie regent vnto Cuckoldrie. 

Nor had (he only fuch propitious luck, 

(Though (he in Heauen chiefe Cuckquean was repu- 

Vulcan her fonne was headed like a Buck, (ted 

And by the lufty God of Warre comuted. 

And loue himfelf (thogh fome the truth do shroud, 

Faintng Ixion did imbrace a cloud) 

Was in this common lot a great partaker, 

And both a Cuckold, and a Cuckold-maker. 



If then no other matter did commend, 

Or paint the glory of a Cuckold forth ; 

This were enough (me thinks) that I haue pend. 

To grace his title and approue his worth. 33^0 

That loite, his wife and After, and their fonne. 

Were fubject to that chance which none can ftiun. 

And yet a Cuckolds dignitie is fuch, 

That in his praife I cannot fpeake too much. 

Greatly 



i 




Pasquils Night-cap, 

Greatly I mufe, and no occafion find, 
Why men (hould mocke a Cuckold with the home ; 
And fcoffing Peafants (as they come behind) 
Should with two fingers point at him in fcome ; 

Since he hath oftentimes as good a face, 

As he that feeks his blemi(h and difgrace. 3390 

And in his forhead (though you marke him neare) 

Seldome or neuer doe the homes appeare. 

If one but ftumbles as he goes along, 
Or chance to ftrike his foot againft a (lone : 
Tis with the vulgar fort a common fong ; 
Some Cuckold there was buried long agon, 

Whofe homes vpftarting ftrongly in this place 

Well neare had caft the fellow on his face. 

Surely I wonder where thefe homes (hould be. 

Which each one talkes of, yet could neuer fee. 3400 

But let vs grant, what addle heads fuppofe ; 
That homes are grafted on a Cuckolds brow : 
Small hurt thereby vnto a Cuckold growes. 
Nor is he therefore like an Oxe or Cow, 

Or to be thought a monfter vnto nature, 

Or a mifliapen and deformed creature ; 

But in all points a comely handfome man. 

And not vnlike vnto the great God, Pan, 

Pan was a mightie Syluan God of yore, 

And (by tranflation) Pan doth all containe : 3410 

Yet on his head a paire of homes he wore ; 

Which (hewes that homes to all alike remaine. 

Why then (hould homes a Cuckold so difgrace. 

Since that a God hath bome them on his face ? 

Certes I bleflfe his fortune with my heart, 

Which is alike the Gods in any part. 

P2 The 

1x1 



The (tVatr Moone. fajrc Cpitkia of the night. 
The grcat'fl ami fwtftcft PUoet in the side. 
Which did in maniai^ ncucr ukc delight. 
But u a maid krpt her viripnitic, 
(And therefore canDot «-cll be Cuckold deemed) 
Of fuch grrat value hath the hnrncs cftcemcd. 
That (till flic wcarcs them, not accounted (Irange. 
Three or faure daycs before and after change. 

la great account our Elder? heretofore 
Did hold the home, when as they went to ftght. 
The found whereof their ftrtncth cncreafcd more. 
And with frcfli courage did fupply their mi^rht 
And when in bunting they jmrfu'd their game. 
They tooke great pleafurc for lo vfc the same : 
It chearcs the dogs, it makes them ciime and goe ; 
*Ti8 much in bunting, well a Ilorne to blow. 



And fuch X necefFaric Inflmment 
It i« for hunting either Hate or Conie, 
That not a Huntfman n-ants this implement. 
Nor would be void of it for any monic. 
/Vad io much credit now att«nd^ it daily. 
That eueiy common Crier, Petie Baily, 
Swine-heards and brauc Sow-gelders in a pride 
Doe beare a home low daogliog l^ their side. 



Matters of chiefe importance are in haft. 
And for more fpecd difpatched by the home : 
Great light a Lanthome, made of home, doth calt 
Which with a candle in darkc night is home. 
When little children firft are brought to fchoole, 
A Home booke is a ncccnaric toole : 
Nor can a Shoomakcr well Incke this ginne, 
A fhoiMng-lii.riu- fxcciils tlic Siiuirrcis skinne. 



Pasquils Night-cap. 

What (hould I tell the vertues of the home, 

Which are incredible to muddie braines ? 34SO 

Groffe ignorance will laugh the truth to fcorne, 

Becaufe beyond his compaffe it containes : 

But let him know, fome homes haue fuch refeflion, 

They can expell each poyfon and infeflion ; 

And that the (hauings of a Homers ftall, 

Good to prefeme are Artichokes withall. 

But of all Homes that euer I haue heard. 

None is more famous then the Home of Plentie, 

Which had fo great abundance ftill prepared, 

Take while men would, yet it was neuer emptie : 3460 

Which (not vnfitly) we may well compare 
Vnto the homes befall a Cuckolds fhare : 
For thefe are chefts, that hold great ftore of treafure, 
Though thefe men Hue at eafe, & fpend at pleafure. 

Such profit and commodities arife, 

And fo great gaine redoundeth from the home, 

Vnto the Cuckold, which will blinde his eyes. 

And can with patience well endure the fcome. 
That many haue a better liuing made. 

Than by the traffique of their honeft Trade : 3470 

And fome haue foud fuch gettings by thefe means, 
That they haue forfd their wiues to play the queans. 

Many that feeme fubftantiall men in Towne, 
Reap through the home an hundred pounds by yeare, 
And many which are fcarcely worth a crowne, 
Thus keepe themfelues with pride and lordly cheafe : 
And many which in prifon haue beene layd. 
In taking of the home their debts haue payd, 
That fure I thinke, though other homes be daintie, 
A Cuckolds home, it is the Home of Plentie, 3480 
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And yet not oncly doth the home befriend. 
And yeeld the Cuckold that which is his due. 
But wondrous profit often doth it fend 
Vnto his wife, although flie be vntnie. 

By this (he earnes great ftore of golden crowns^ 

To buy her veluet kirtles^ filken gownes ; 

This makes her braue, this makes her fine & nice ; 

A Cuckolds home» it is a home of price. 

Nay more then this, which fome wit think a wonder. 

The cuckolds home maintains the Cuckold-maker. 5490 

For need the law will neuer be kept vnder. 

The Vine muft fall, if that the Elme forfinke her : 
MertUwrtegn Some women in another field fuppofe, 
ggggptr in That deeper giaflfc and better paflure growes. 

^f"^' Wantons are wilfuU, and before they*l lacke (crack. 

Their pleafures, they will make their purfe ftringes 

Scarce will you thinke a fwa^ering Caualier, 

Which hath his garters brauely frindg'd with gold, 

Swimmes in his Hikes, and furfets with good cheare, 

And liucs as plcafantly as can be told, 3500 

Oncly by Cuckold-making thus (hould Hue, 

And get no more but what kind wenches giuc ; 

Yet many gallants I hauc heard rei)ort 

Arc now maintained after fuch a fort. 

What (hould I further amplifie this matter ? 
Since cuery Iioncft man which weares the home, 
Can tell for truth I neither mocke nor flatter, 
Though fools may deem I write thefc thin^js in fcorn : 

But what they fay I hauc in no rej^ard, 

Nor doe I paflc the ccnfurc of a knauc. 35 lO 

Vnto the- touclinonc of a Cuckolds wit, 

The Irulh r<»r tri.ill cikt I ruiiunit. 

For 
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Pasquils Night-cap, 

For (cert's) I know they are a generation 
Of wife, difcreet, fage, honeft, fober men ; 
Their name it is a name of eftimation, 
Deferuing worthily a golden pen. 

But for the horme which fortune them hath fent 

(Since it would proue fo fine an ornament) 

Well could I wifli, that to their greater grace, 

Each Cuckold had two homes vpon his face. 35^0 

And yet (g^aue Patrons) let me here intreat 
You would not feeme my meaning to miftake. 
For I proteft, my loue to you is g^eat, 
Denoted to you all for one mans fake ; 

And therefore thinke not that I vfe this fpeech, 

Your names, eftate, or credit to impeach, 

Or by this wifti defire your heads to harme : 

For homes wil keep your heads in winter warme. 

But thus the world might know what men you are ; 

Which be the fonnes of Fortune and of Fame : 3530 

And thus the better fort might haue a care 

To giue your ftate what doth belong the fame ; 

Thus might the name, to which you haue afpired, 

Be both applauded, honoured, and admired : 

And men would wonder at the ftrange euent, 

To fee kind Cuckolds weare this Implement 

Thus euery gentle heart and patient mind, 

Which haue the horns, and willingly do weare them, 

Might be perceiued from the Keftrell kind 

Of forward iealous fools which grudge to beare the ; 3540 

Thus honeft Cuckolds might fequeftred be, 

From fcoffing Peasants of a bafe degree ; 

Thus might your glorie be the more increafed. 

And you well hooded, and your wiues wel pleafed. 

For 
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For (footh to fay needes imtfl, it pleafe your wiues : 
To fee fairc horncs vpon your forhead grow. 
Sure that the whole demeanor of their liues, 
That they defirc the same, doth clearely show. 
And if they did not wilh you fuch a head, 
They would not fo defile their marriage bed. 
But vfuall praftifc makes plainc declaration, 
They both defirc and feeke this transformation. 

If then fuch profit hereby might arife, 
Both to your glorie and your wiues content ; 
Secme not fo great a blcfilng to defpife, 
Nor fcorne the withes of my good intent. 
For 'tis not fuch a blemiih and difgrace 
To haue faire homes to groxv vpon your face, 
Neither a wonder to behold this change. 
Though gazing fools at firft might think it ftrange. 

For many famous men of older daies, 
(As writers doe record, and llorics mention) 
To their great honour and eternall praife, 
Without reproch, fcoffes, mockes, or reprehenfion, 
Haue had the fore-part of their comely head 
With two faire homes full feemely fumifhed. 
This may you well perceiue by homed Pan, 
Which was a mightie God in fhape of man. 
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I will not here vpon examples fland, 

To cloye your minds witli wonders, tales, and lies : 

Onely for proofe of what I tooke in hand 

Thefe few (to paffe the reft) ftiaU now fuffice 
Cippus, the valiant Roman, who tooke fcorae 
To be a King, (though chofen by the home) 
Did by his homes become fo much renowned, 
That they on poftes were painted, and he crowned. 

When 
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Pasquils Night-cap, 

When luftie lone was once a wanton louer, 

And woo'd Eurapa^ King Agenors daughter, 

That he in fecret might his loue difcouer, 

(Althogh he knew fome fools would make a laughter 3580 Comuaparua 

To fee the fame) yet on his head he bare quidem. 

Of faire bright (hining homes a comely paire ; 

And therefore Quids booke (of leafings full) Puraque 

Doth faine that laue was turned to a Bull. • n^f^m»itf. 

On ftrange and forraine proofes what (hould I (lay ? 
Or tell of antique matters long agone ? 
The time would faile me, if I (hould affay, 
To number all the perfons one by one, 

Which to their glorie and their hearts content 

Haue on their forheads worne this implement : 3590 

Our prefent time for truth can teftifie, 

It is no Monfter, wonder, nor a lye. 

For in the North is fituate a Towne, 
Bounding vpon the Riuer named Aire, 
Which for the Trade of Clothing is well knowne. 
And for ftrong nappie Ale hath great repaire. 

Whereas an honed man did lately dwell, 

(A patient Cuckold, as Report doth tell) 

Which had a home faft growing by his eye, 

To fhew that homes belong to Cuckoldrie. 3600 

Loe here (comuted Seigniors) here you fee. 

It is no wonder for to weare a home, 

No fliame or blemifli vnto your degree. 

No ftaine, difgrace, reproch, contempt, or fcome ; 

But famous, full of glorie and renowne, 

As ancient Writers haue fet truly downe. 

Tis but conceit, that homes will looke fo grimly. 

Doe but beleeue, and they will fit you trimly. 

Q And 
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Pasquiis Night-cap. 

And, in my iudgement, if you had them growing, 
That each one might difcerne them with his eye, 
Fools would not vfc their mocks and apifli mowing, 
Nor knaucs fo much deride your grauitie. 
For they perceiuing how the homes would grace 
The fuperficies of your honed face, 
Point with their fingers, as if that their taunting 
Did fliew, that fometliing frS your heads were wating. 

Whereas if homes were prcfcnt to their fight, 
What fhould they with their fingers need to (hew it ? 
Since by this meanes a purblind fellow might 
I'crceiue your worth, and by the horns might know it. 
And then would fcoffing Pcafants ceafe to prate, 
Becaufe that others plainely fee your ftate ; 
Then fawcie fellows which their neigiibors flout. 
Wold ceafe to mock, their own fiorns peeping out. 

Thus fhould your name be had in wondrous feare, 
And not a man, from greateft to the leaft. 
Should dare to mocke a Cuckold for his earc. 
Nor once agaiuft the homes to breake a ieafl : 
Nor fccmc anothcrs fortune to deride, 
For feare the fame good lucke might him tjetide ; 
And thus I hope your heads haue vnderftood, 
What fruit would bloflbme, if your homes did bud. 
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But let us put the cafe, as fome suppofe, 
That fleering foolcs for this might more deride you : 
Nought by their mifdemeanour doe you lofe, 
Neither (ywis) doth greater fhame betide you. 
Hereby your merit is the more augmented. 
If you with patience hold your felues contented ; 
ThE fcorn that childifh fcoffes fhould make you forie; - 
The more you fuffer, more will be your glory, 

Neuer 
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Neuer call downe your heads, nor be afhamed, 
Though graceleffe wits vnkindly you entreat ; 
Your bleffed fortune cannot be defamed, 
Nor prating flanderous tongues your praife defeat : 

For though your worth and credit in the fight 

Of fcoffing perfons be accounted light, 

Yet in the iudgement of the wifer fort, 

A Cuckold is a name of good report. 

And in defence of all the Patient traine Pasquils 

Here I, as Challenger, doe ready (land, 3650 ^ ^'^' 

luftly to proue, vphold, and to maintaine 
Againft the proudeft Champion in this land, 

That no Promotion, Calling, or Degree 

Can be free from the ftate of Cuckoldrie ; 

And that the Hornepipe is as fweet a fit 

As euer Fidler playd vpon his kit*. • a kind of 

Instrament. 

What Countrey in this Vniuerfe is knowne. 

Which can affirme from Cuckolds it is free } 

What Kingdome, Prouince, Borough, Citie, Towne, 

In all the world exempted doe we fee } 3660 

Which hath not more or lefle (as Fortune pleafed) 

The number of kind Cuckolds ftill encreafed, 

Or could not yeeld at one time or another 

A horned Father or a horned Mother. 

Greatly this title through the world is carried. 
And fo encreafeth, as we heare by fame. 
That if it mought it would be to the married. 
As Homo is to men a common name. 

And this we fee apparant at this day. 

For as a ftranger trauailes by the way, 3670 

If any married perfons dog doth sturre. 

Straight one or other calls him Cuckolds curre. 

Q 2 Truly 
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Truly I doe not much miflike thefe words. 
Becaufe he is, or elfe may be hereafter, 
Although I would not haue them with their boords 
Mifcall the Cuckolds dog, to make a laughter : 

Nor would I with a Cuckold goe to law 

For fuch an idle ieft, not worth a ftraw ; 

Neither for this difgrace to brawie or curfe. 

His ftate is better, and his dog no worfe. 3^^ 

Much is his ftate the better, as we may 
Perceiue by that which is alreadie said. 
And if with patience he can beare away 
The Apifh mockes, which fometimes will be made : 
Befides his gloric (which before I quoted) 
A valiant-minded man he (hall be noted. 
f-^y*^»^ ♦ Stronger he is that holds his furie downe, 
SJmiSm Than he which winnes a Fort, or walled Towne. 

Great is a Cuckolds honour and his fame, 

And wondrous is the glorie of his fate, 3^9^ 

Which makes fomc perfons fo dcfire the name 

And with fuch grcedincflc the home await. 
That for bcciufc none other will arcad 
To make them Cuckolds, and to armc their head. 
They are content, when time and place importune, 
To be the carucrs of their owne good fortune. 

Thus Cephalus in Athens vnpercciu'd, 

Like to a merchant clad, his wife did trie : 

And thus another man his wife deceiu'd, 

Which did belong to Loncs kind Familic. ^700 

Thus on their own heads fome haue graft tlie horn, 

For ver)' lone they Iv-.uc to Cuckv>lds borne. 

Which makes nic thinkc. becaufe <»r others wifli, 

That C\ickoo^ «\l:;^c^ .irc fine a 'laiiUic dilli. 

Of 
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Of all the men that euer I haue knowne, 
A Cuckold doth for kindneffe beare the bell, 
Which for his proper vfe keepes not his owne, 
But giues in common to his friends as well : 

And fo to courtefie he is allyed, 

What ere you aske (hall hardly be denyed : 3710 

That if his wife would any way befriend you, 

He will not (ticke his very wife to lend you. 

But to his wife, the world doth not containe 
A kinder man, replete with all ciuilitie : 
Doe what (he will, he murmures not in vaine. 
But giues her fcope with all facilitie : 

Nor (though (he graft the home) doth he coplaine. 

Since he can doe as much for her ag^ine. 

If I by nature had beene borne a woman, 

A Cuckold I would haue, or marrie no man. 3720 

In vaine it is, and needleiTe for to fpend 
My worthleffe prayfes on a Cuckolds name : 
Words I should fooner want, them to commend. 
Than make a Period fully to their fame : 

Or yeeld them all the honor which is due. 

And doth of right 'long to the horned crue ; 

Oncly a glimpfe I giue vnto their glorie, 

Not able t'reach the height of fuch a storie. 

For how fhould I a Cuckolds prayfe enchaine 

Within the compafle of my (hallow quill, 3730 

Which all the fpacious world doth fcarce containe. 

Such ftore of Cuckolds euery comer fill : 

And fuch a wondrous troupe the Hornpipe treads, 

One cannot paiTe another for their heads, 

That fhortly we (hall haue (as Skelton lefts) 

A greater sort of homed men than beafts. 

Q3 If 
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If all the Cuckolds in the world were preft, 

And ranged for the field in battaile-ray, 

So great an Armie there would be addrcft, 

As neiier was the like feene to this day : 
For fuch a number would encamped lie. 
That Xerxes Hoall, which dranke huge Riuers drie ; 
Nor all the Armies which haue beene prepared. 
Might with tliis band of Cuckolds be compared. 

Cast vp the number of the birds that flie. 
Reckon the fands which are vpon the fhore. 
Or tell the golden ftarres which paue the skie, 
Then mayft thou count the Cuckolds all of yore: 

For miltions of men that haue beene married, 

Haue vnto Cornwell without boat been carried ; 

And fuch a crowd are of that reputation. 

They neuer can be put in numeration. 

But though a Cuckold were a word of (hame. 
And {lander and difgrace did Hill attend it. 
(As all men know, it is a famous name, 
And many married perfons fliould defend it) 
Yet li;l no Cuckold take it to the heart, 
Since both his friends and neighbors beare a part : 
It is great comfort to a Cuckolds chance, 
That many thou/ands doe the Homepipe dance. 

Then to conclude (my friends of Cuckoldfhire) 
Grieue not to beare the home vpon your creft ; 
Let not the fonne be prouder than his Sire, 
Your name is famous, and your fortune ble(^ 
Your life is void of forrow and of care. 
Your greateft crofles are but neighbors fare ; 
Spit in the face of Enuie and of Scorne, 
There is m credit like the Cuckold's Home. 
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LET none fuppofe I weare the Home, 
Becaufe the famous Home I praife ; 377^ 

Or that I am a Cuckold fwome, 
Becaufe his worth I feeke to raife : 
No, no (poore fooles) in truth you are deceiued, 
Into that Order I was nere receiued. 

All are not rich that talke of gold, 
Nor Merchants, which the Burfe doe walke, 
Nor all Diuines, which Pulpits hold, 
Nor ftrong, which doe of Samp/on talke : 

Nor doe my words fo fure my ftate proclame 

To be a cuckold, though I praife the name. 37^0 

And yet by Vulcans head I fweare, 
Let fleering Apes their pleafure fay, 
If I the richeft Cuckold were 
That is in England at this day, 

I know not how the homes might well content me. 

But of his Liuing I fhould fcarce repent me. 

Non liber indicium eft animi^fed Jionefta voluntas 

Plurima mulcendis auribm apta refert. 
Accius ejfet atrox : Conuiua Terentius effet : 

EJfent pugnaces, qui f era bella canunt: 3790 

Crede mihi, Diftat Cafus d carmine noftro, 

Vita verecunda eft, Mufa iocofa mea eft, 

Ouid. 

Quamobrem licet irrideat, fi quis vult ; 
Plus apud me tamen vera ratio valebit, 
qudm vulgi opinio, Cicero. 3795 

FINIS. 
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NOTE. 



The origtnal title-pa^ of "Palinodia" b identical with 
our text, viz: of 1G34 {!), except that for 'pinte' it has 
' pynte^' for ' Taveme ' has ' Tauenie,' for ' furvey ' has 
Ttmiey,' for 'vivcre' ha* Mueie,' and under the woodcut 
is this : 

■■LONDON: 

Printed by THOMAS SNODHAM, and are to be fold 

by Frantis Parkt at his fbop in Lincvlna lane gate^ hi 

Chaunceric Lane 

1619." 

In the only known exemplar of the 1634 edition (I>ouce 
in Bodleian) tlie bottom line is cut through and accordingly 
is filled in by us conjecturally. The third fi^rc might as 
well be ' 2 ' as ' 3 '. The former Sir Egcrton Brj-dges {Cms. 
Liter, vol. vi, p. 195) gives, the latter Mr J. Payne Collier 
(Bibl. AcatuMt. vol. ii, p. 132). See Notes and IllustratiMis 
for more on the two editions. — G. 
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Nulla placere diu, nee vivere carmina pojfunt 

guis Jcribuntitr aquiz poioribus. iiorsc- ad mcatnatmi. 




LONDON. 
Printed by T. H. for Lawrence Chapman, anJ are 
be fold at his fliop in Holbome at Chancery 
Lane-end. 1634. 



APPROBATIO 

Innocuos cen/ura potejl pemttUire lu/us, 
Lafciva ejl nobis pagitia, vita proba ejl. 

Sic cenfeo. 

M. Valerius Maritalis. 





THE PRINTER 

To the Reader. 

\ ENTLEMEN, / underftand that the 
AVTHOR is fo farti out of patience, 
to keare that this Pafquill is preft for 
the publicke viezv, which ivas enten- 
ded onely for tlie private fatisfallien 
of his peculiar fritnds, that hee will 
not greet the Reader fo much as with a Letter of 
Commendations; yet coufidering that in thefe dayes 
we are altogetjter carryed away with Fafhions, and 
that it is quite befide t/ie cuflome to put forth a Poem, 
witluntt a Dedicatory preamble; let mee I pray you 
make bold, for want of a better fcholler, to falule t/te 
courteous Reader with a few words of Complement. 
Who tite Author is I know not, and therefore on his 
behalf e I will be ftlent ; yet I Iteare that hee is of t/te 
minde of tJiat merry Huntfman, which ivould neitlier 
giue nor fell his Hare, but when lie faiv the Trauailler 
gallop away with Iter, and that hee was out of hope to 
haue Iter again, he cried out. Take her, Gentlina, I wil 
beftow her on you. Concerning the Poem, although 
IJliall be tltought to be Tutor ultra crepidam, yet in my 
opinion, it is a tollerable I'int of Poeticall Sherry, and 
if the Mufes Celler afford no worfe wine, it will make 
facte better refpcfled. and goe doune the merrier. 
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To the Reader. 
li'/iat th£ peeuijh, puritanimlt, and meager Zoilid out 
of his malicious humour Jhal calumniate, it Jkils not, for 
as the Proverb is, aut bibat, aut abeat .■ This dijh was ttot 
drejl to fet his Dog-teeth on work, & therforc if lie like 
ttot tlufe Lcttice, let him pull backe his lips, for as the 
Voct faith, Non lux, non cibus ed fuavis ilH, 
Nee potus juvat, aut fapor XysA, 
Nee fi pocula Jupiter propinet, &c. 
He was bom with teeth & grynd when he firjl came in- 
to t/ie world, he feeds upon fnakes, drinks fmal-beer & 
vinegar, keeps no good company, Hues without charity, 
and dyes without honefty ; hie finis Zoili. Notwitk- 
fianding for the ingenious and candidous Readers, 
and all thofe fat hoiieft men 'which are of a franke and 
fociable difpofition, I dare be bold to promife, that this 
dipte of drinke will not be diflaflfnll unto any of their 
flomackcs ; for as they haue bodies of a better confHtuti- 
on, fo are their minds mote fairely qualified, and their 
iudgements freer from corruption : &■ tlierfore to their 
tafle is this Pintc of Poetry dedicated, which if it feem 
pleafant to their Palate, let me be well payd for Prefen- 
ting thtm with it in paper, and I refi fatisfied. 



Libellus ad Leftorem ex Martiale. 

RVmfUur ittviJia fubiem, chari0Me Lt^er, 
quod mt turha Itgit, rumpilur invidia, 
RumpUur invidia, quod f urn iucundus aniUis, 

qucd convrvafnquetv, rumpilur invidia ; 
Sumpitur invidia, quod amamur, quodq. pmbamur, 

rumpatur, qidfquis tumpitur itwidia. 
Not! minimum euro; nam tana ercula nofira, 
malim eomdtdt quam placu^e Cecis. 
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OR. 
His Pynte of Poetry. 

LOe. I the man whofe Mufe whilome did play 
A Jiorne-pipe both to Country and the City, 
Am now againe enioyn'd to fmg or fay, 
And tune my crowde unto another ditty, 

To comfort Moone-fac'd Cuckolds^ that were fad, 
My Mufe before was all in Jtornes yclad, 
But now fhe marcheth forth, and on her backe 
She weares a Corflet of old Sherry Sacke, 

Therefore it is not as in dayes of yore. 
When bloud-flied and fierce battailes were her fong 
And when her Trumpets did Tantara rore 
Till all her murth'ring Souldiers lay along, 
A milder tune (he now playes on her firings, 
And Carrols to good company fhe fings, 
To all good fellowes that are wife in feafon, 
Liflen a while and you fhall know the reafon. 

Long had fhe Chaunted for the homed Crew 
And reap'd no praife nor penny from their hands, 
Nor cup of drinke, which is a Fidlers due 
(As every good companion underflands) 
And therefore unregarded being dry. 
My Mufe grew melancholy out a-cry, 
And angry forth fhe runs into the flreets, 
Curfing each churlifh Cuckold which (he meets. 
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When I bebeltl ber in that moody vaine. 

Which wont to be fo U>-the and full of fport. 

After I tan, to call her borne againe. 

Least (he m^t chaunce to meete fome man of fort. 
Sotne wcalthf tiadc&nan, that hath t»n Ctrrmuttd, 
Of wbofe large homes it mull not be difputed, 
And in this crabbed humour fall to rayle. 
And fo be had to Omuter, without (ayle. 

When I my fullen Mufe had overtookc, 
I gan feproue hcf for her wild behaviour. 
And chafg'd her to retume. as flic did loolte 
Ever to be rcceiu'd into my fauour ; 
But (he as mad, as is in March a Hare, 
Did like unto a Bedlam ftampe and Hare, 
And for an houre her patience was fo weake, 
And rage fo preft her, that fhe could not fpcake. 

At laft when pafTion was a littic fway'de. 
And lliat the raynes of fury gan to flack, 
A thoufand curies on the ktad, (he faid, 
Of every Cuckold, that cries What de'e ladt. 
May all their homes grow vifible to fight. 
May they proue lealous, and their women 11^^ 
And care not who looke on, that all may geere 
And laugh aloud when their Rams heads appeare. 

And may difcredit, fcorne, and foule difdaine 
Light on the homes of euery Englijh Goate, 
Vi^atefuU churles, that reward my paine 
Not with fo much, as with a fmgle groat : 
Haue I wip'd off the fcurrilous difgrace 
Which every Varlet caft upon their face, 
And righted all their wrongs, yet none fo kinde, 
As with faire words to (hew a thankefull minde ? 
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If I had chronicled the hungry Rats 
Which eate up Corne, and made provifion deare, 
Or Regiftred what price a Cade of Sprats^ 
KvA pickVd Herrings^ fare in fuch a yeere, 

What grim fac'd Collier flood upon the Pillery, 
And who did march moft brauely at Th artillery^ 
Or how men walk'd on Thames the laft great froft, 
Then I am fure my paines had not beene loft. 

But I haue laboured to redeeme their fame, 
And lift their heads to honour with my pen, 
Difolu'd all clouds that did obfcure the fame, 
And ranckt them with the worthieft forts of men, 
I crown'd their horns with baies^ & grac'd the more 
Then euer any Mufe hath done before. 
And yet no Cuckold from the forked rankes 
Puts out his Weat/ierS'face to giue me thankes. 

If for their wives I had my lampe-oyle fpent, 
And in their fervice drawne my Inke-horne dry, 
Thofe loving creatures would withall content 
Haue fought me out, my love to gratifie, 
Kifles and confefts had falne with my wiflies, 
And many other delicates in difhes, 
And even the pen, that writ in their defence. 
Should haue beene guilded for my recompence. 

Haplefle was I to leave thofe gentle Soules, 
Poore wormes, that fuffer more then all men fee. 
And take the part of peruerfe lobomols^ 
Void of good nature, loue, and courtejie: 
Now I perceiue my error, and repent 
That I againft them was fo vehement. 
And that the world may know that I am turned. 
Here I doe wifli thofe bitter lines were burned. 



133 



For 



To the Reader. 
ii'Aat the petuijh, puritankall, and meager ZotliH: oHt 
of his malicious htunour J)ial calumniate, itjkih not, for 
as the Proverb is, aut bibat, aut abeat .■ Tliis diflt was not 
drtfl to fet his Dog-teeth on work, & tlu-rforc if he tike 
not theff Lettice, let him pull backe his lips, for as the 
Yoct faith, Non lux. non cibus eft fuavis illi, 
Nee potus juvat, aut fapor !ya^i, 
Nee fi pocula Jufiter propiiiet, Gfc. 
He was born zvith teeth & gtynd wheti lie firfl came in- 
to tlie •world, he feeds upon fnakes, drinks fmal-beer & 
vinegar, keeps no good company, lines without charity, 
and dyes without honclly ; hie finis Zoili. Notwith- 
flanding for the ingenious and candidous Readers, 
and all thofe fat hone/l men which are of a franke and 
fociable difpofition, I dare be bold to promife, that this 
diflie of drinkc xvill not be dijiaflfull unto any of their 
flotnaekes \ for as they haue bodies of a belter confiituti- 
on, fo ara their minds mat e fairely qualified, and their 
iudgetnents freer from corruption : & therforc to their 
tafle is this Pintc of Poetry dedicated, which if it feem 
pleafant to their Palate, let me be well payd for prefcn- 
tit^ them with it in fitter, and I refl fatisfitd. 



Libellus ad Leflorem es Martiale. 

RVmpitur invUia quidaiH, ckarijjimt LtHfr, 
quod me lurha legil, nmpitur invidia, 
RumpHur iniiidia, quad/um iuiUHdm amuij, 

qued coavnia fnjttats, rampitur invidia ; 
Rumfilur invidia, quod amamur, qiiedq. prvbamur, 

rumpatur, quifquis tumpttur invidia. 
Non minimum euro; nam cans erciUa noftra, 
malim convivis quam plaat^e Cedt. 
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Well, quoth another, fill a cup of Sacke^ 
And let all Scolds be damb'd as deepe as hell, 
Abridge her maintenance, and from her backe 
Pull her proud cloathes , for they doe make her fwell. 
And thus in diuelifti counfell there they fit, 
Till with old Sherry they have drown'd their wit, 
Then drunke, at mid-night, home the knaue doth 
And beats his wife, and fpues, & fals afleep. (creep. 

There lyes the bead untill he rife againe 

Next day at twelve, when being not halfe well, 

A haire of Bacchus dog muft cure the paine 

In which by laft nights furfeiting he fell : 
Then he at Taverne, as he did before 
Drinks himfelfe drunke that day & many more, 
And in this thriftles courfe his glafle doth runne 
Till he runne out at heeles, and be undone. 

And what excufe doth then the Bankrupt frame 

For his profufe and prodigall expence ? 

Mary forfooth, his Wife did caufe the fame, 

Againft whofe fcolding tongue there's no defence. 
For when a man at home cannot be merry, 
Hee's forc'd to run abroad to drinke old Sherry : 
Thus (he, poor Turtle, wrong and flander beares, 
Who fits, mean while at home in griefe & teares. 

Shall this mod falfe and flanderous accufation 
Be currant for the man, and his abufe t 
And (hall a woman fuflfer condemnation. 
And not be heard to fpeake in her excufe } 

It is too great a wrong, and moft uniuft, 

The weaker to the wall (hould thus be thruft. 

And when (he hath a more indiflferent caufe 

To be deny'd the favour of the lawes. 
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Stall a vafl unthrift with a folfe pretence 
Wrong his poore wife, and be exempt from blame ? 
And (hall a vromaa which bath tull offence. 
And forcd by dogged ufage to her fhamc. 
If fbc another friend do entertaine. 
To gi^-c ber fome content, and eafe her paine. 
Shall (he be cenfur'd with difgracefall fpeeches. 
And he (land cleerc bccaufe be n-cars the breeches ? 

Man Mt Awake great Mars, for fure thou art afleepe, 
Ci^l ^ '"*^ iniuslice thou wouidll not let paffe : 
M«4r. There was a time, when thou didll love to keepe 
And in a corner kiffe a prettj- l^ffe : 
And therefore if within tliy fiery breft 
Any quicke fparke of warlike courage reft, 
For old acqaintance fake doc women right. 
And let them not be overthrowne with might 

But Mars is deafe. and lujiice will not hearc, 
And lawes are partiall againft womcns fide. 
And for becaufe the cniell lawes are cleere 
When women in another cafe are try'dc, 

Th.it by their booke they shall rcceiuc no fauoui 
Which unto wicked men is oft a Sauiour: 
They now fuppofe it is a great offence, 
If they be heard to fpeake in their defence. 

But they (hall speake you forked vnicomes, 
And you (hall heare them to your fmall content, 
And in defpight of your ambitious Homes, 
lie (land as Champion for the Innocent : 
And fo difplay your bafcneffe and difgrace. 
That children (hall deride you to your face. 
And towne and country both, (hall notice haue, 
That every Cuckold is a foolc or knauc. 
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Peace idle Mufe, quoth I, and be content, 
Thou art too bitter, vehement and loud, 
Thefe rayling words will make us both be (hent, 
But Cuckolds are growne mighty, rich, and proud. 
And wife-men thinke it is the part oifooles 
To be too bufie medling with edge-tooles : 
And therefore be aduis'd, I do implore thee, (thee. 
Lead with their horns, for barking, they doe gore 

I care not for their greatnefle, (he reply'de. 

Nor do I feare them though their horns looke high, 

For presently let come what will betide, 

Into the City (hall my ioumey lye ; 
Where I will ring all Cuckolds fuch a peale 
As (hall quite (hame them in the Common-weale. 
Well then, faid I, if nought will bring thee backe 
Yet ere thou goe lets drinke a pinte of Scuke. 

Tor now I faw, that in this raging fit 

To vfe perfwafion was but further folly. 

And that her pafTion had exil'd her wit, 

And drown'd my Mufe so deepe in melancholy, 
That for to cure her was no other charme. 
But with a cup of Sack to make her warme. 
And heate her braines, which as all Poets finde. 
Doth quicken wit, and quallifies the mind. 

Betweene the Mufes and the God of wine, 

There is a league of kindneffe, peace and loue. 

There confanguinity doth them combine. 

Being begotten both by lufty loue^ 
So that, no Mufe well bred, and truly borne, 
Her naturall brothers companie can fcome, 
And by their crownes their amity is feene. 
One wearing Lawrell, th' other luye greene. 
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Jid this to be the reafon I fuppofe 
That every loviall Poet loues good liqueur, 
It is the Hdkonian Butt, that fwcctly flowes 
With fprightly Sack, which makes inventio quicker. 

And hcc's no lawful! fonnc unto the Mujcs 

That loues Imall Beere, and better drinke refutes. 

Nor can a watrish wit the Lawrell win. 

His Mufe is lanke, and his conceit is thin. 

And not alone haue Poets thefe conditions. 

Merry conceited lads, and like their mothers. 

But all their fervants, Rymers and Mii/ttions, 

And rcd-fac'd Trumpelters, with many others 
Which have with crochets ftuft \hcyr perkranios. 
Are ftiti reputed to be good Companions, 
And for this reafon which is here prefented, 
My Mufe to fee the Taueme was contented. 

Yet to the Citty faiae (he would have gone, 

Yeelding a reafon for to draw me thither, 

As that their wine was better ten to one 

Neer to th' exchange, where MarchSts meet together, 
But I halfe iealous, where great numbers be 
That fome grand Cuckold fhe might chance to fee. 
And in this heate of fury fall to iarre, 
Drew her along at last through TempU-Barre. 

Keepe in your heads my neighbours of the Strand, 
And looke not out untill my Mufe be paft, 
Your Wiues are good, for ought I underdand, 
And you may be no Cuckolds, and they chad. 
Yet leaft my Mufe might chance for to difcry 
Something might flirre her bile as (be walkes by, 
For peace-fake, I intreate you every one, 
You would pull in your heads, till (he be gone. 

Faircly 
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Fairely we marched on, till our approach 

Within'the fpacious paffage of the Strand 

Obiected to our fight a Summer-broach^ 

Ycleap'd a May-pole^ which in all our Land 
No City, Towne, nor ftreete, can parralell, 
Nor can the lofty fpire of Clarken-well, 
Although he have the vantage of a Rocke, 

: Pearch up more high his turning weather-cock. 

Stay quoth my Mufe, and here behold a figjne 
Of harmelffe mirth and honeft neighbourhood, 
Where all the Parifti did in one combine, 
To mount the rod of peace, and none withstood : 
Where no capritious ConfiabUs difturbe them, 
Nor luftice of the peace did seeke to curbe them. 
Nor peevifti Puritan in rayling fort, 
Nor over-wife Church-warden fpoyl'd the fport, 

Happy the age, and harmeleffe were the dayes, 

(For them true loue and amity was found,) 

When every village did a May-pole raife, 

And Whitfon-ales, and May-games did abound : 
And all the lusty Yonkers in a rout 
With merry Laffes daunc'd the rod about, 
Then friendfliip to their banquets bid the guefts. 
And poore men far'd the better for their feaft&. 

Then raign'd plaine honeft meaning and good will. 
And neighbours tooke up points of difference. 
In Common lawes the Commons had no skill, 
And publike feafts were Courts of Confcience. 
Then one grave Serieant at the Common-pleas 
Might well difpatch the motions at his eafe. 
And in his owne hands though he had the Law, 
Yet hardly had a Cfyent worth a straw. 
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Tbca Lords of Caftlcs, Manners, Townes & Towers 
Rcioyc'd when they beheld the Farmers flourifti, 
And would come downe unto the Summer-Bowers 
To fee the country-gallants dance the Morrice, 

And fometimes with his tenants handfome daugh- 
Would fall in liking, and efpoufe her after (ter 

Vnto his SeruJng-man, and for her portion 
Bellow on him fome farme, without extortion. 

But fincc the Summer-poles were overthrowne, 
And all good fports and merriments decayd, 
How times and men are chang'd, fo well is knowne 
It were but labour loft if more were faid : 
And therefore Ite be filcnt, for I hold 
They will not mend although their faults be told. 
Nor is it fafe the fpur-gal'd world to pricke, 
For shee's a lufty lad^ and lades will kicke. 

Alas poorc May-poles, What should be the caufe 
That you were almoft banifh't from the earth ? 
You never were rebellious to the lawcs, 
Your greatest crime was harmeleffe honeft mirth ; 

What fell malignant fpirit was there found, 

To caft your tall Pitamtdis to ground ? 

To be fome envious nature it appeares, 

That men m^ht fall together by the eares. 

Some fiety xtalous Brother, full of fpleene; 
That all the world in his deepe wifedome fcomes, 
Could not endure the May-pole fhould be feene 
To weare a coxe-combe higher then his homes, 

He tooke it for an Idcll, and the feaft 

For facrifice unto that painted beaft ; 

Or for the wooden Troian AJfe of finne, 

By which the wicked merry Greeks came in. 
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But I doe hope once more the day will come, 

That you (hall mount and pearch your Cocks as high 

As ere you did, and that the Pipe and Drum 

Shall bid defiance to your enemy ; 
And that all Fidlers which in comers lurke, 
And have beene almoft ftaru'd for want of worke, 
Shall draw their Crowds, and at your exaltation 
Play many a fit of merry recreation. 

And you my natiue towne, which was of old, -^^^ 

(When as thy Bon-fires bum'd, and May-poles flood. 
And when thy Waffall-cups were uncontrol'd,) 
The Summer Bower of Peace and neighbourhood, 
Although fince thefe went down, thou ly'ft forlorn 
By factious fchifmes, and humours over-borne. 
Some able hand I hope thy rod will raife. 
That thou maifl fee once more thy happy daies. 

And now conceive us to be come as farre 

As the perfpicuous Fabricke of the Burfe, 

Againfl which frame, the old Exchange makes war, 

Mifdoubting that her trading would be worfe 
By the erection of that flately front. 
Which cries wltat lackeye, when men look upon't : 
But for thy takings, Gre/kam, take no care, (ware 

Thou wilt haue doings whilfl thou haft good 

Whirft Coaches and Caroaches are i'th world. 
And women take delight to buy fond Babies, 
And o're the ftones whilfl Ladies will be hurld, 
For which their horfes are ftill kept i*th flables. 

And whilft thy fhops with pretty wenches fwarm, 

Which for thy cuftome are a kinde of charme 

To idle gallants, thou flialt flill be fure 

To haue good utterance for thy furniture. 

And 
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And tbereHcire let a Tradefinan that would thriue, 
Firft get a tbop in fome laire (Ireet of taking, 
Uy next advke is, that he (airely wiue, 
For fudi a toy, is many a young mans making : 
Then let his (hop be ftuft on ever>' fide 
With new additions to tncreafe vaine prides 
And he Ihal fee, great Gallants with huge Broaehes, 
Light at his dore from Male and Female Coaches. 



The Burft of Britaine left behind our backe, 
We now approach the crofle, ydeaped Charing, 
A weather-beaten peece, which goes to wracke, 
Bccaufe the world of Charity is fparing. 

Hang downe thy head, O Wtjiminjler for Ihame, 
And all you Lawyers which pafle by the fame, 
Blufh (if you can) and are not brazen faced, 
To fee fo fatre a monument difgraced. 
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Doe not you fee how London hath repaired The Croffein 

And trim'd her Sifter y with great charge and coft ? ^^ 

And though her head was from her fhoulders pared 
Yet is (he now reftor'd, and fairely crofts 

Brave Free-mm^ I applaud you for this thing, 

And will one day your further praifes fing, 

Meane while my Mufe in commendation tels, 

You keep your wiues mqfl neate^ and all things elfe. 

It is a (hame you Gowtid men of tlu Law^ 
For tis with you that I muft put the Cafe, 
Although I know you doe not care a ftraw, 
What I doe tell you, yet unto your face 

I fay, it is a fhame, and ill befits. 

That you (hould fell your fhreds of Law & Writs 

At fo deare rate, to many a poore,mans loffe, 

And not beftow one Fee to mend this Croffe. 

For many pious A£ls and Monuments 
The City will for ever be commended, 
Many faire ColUdges with goodly rents, 
From zeale of Kings and Bifhops are defcended, 

And many private men, our ages wonders, 

Haue unto famous Hofpitals beene founders : 

But where furviues that worke of Charity, 

That from a Lawyer drawes his pedigree ? 

Redeeme your fame, you law-full Barriflers^ 
And let the world fpeake better of your zeale, 
The commons fay, which are no flatterers. 
That halfe the riches of the Common-weale 

Is in your hands, or will be if you liue, 

Becaufe you alwayes take, and nothing give, 

And that your Fees which certaine were of old. 

Are now uncertaine, like a Coppi-hold. ^^ ^y^^* 
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To leaue conceits, that vanifh as a dreame, 
And which our age fhall fcarce report as true, 
Let us proceede to our intended Theeme, 
For now to Weftminjier wee neerer drew. 

Which when I did confider, and withall 

Into what danger we were like to fall 

If we went thither ; I began to thinke. 

It were not beft to goe fo farre to drinke. 

The reafon why thus farre I did proceed 

And traine my Mufe along from Temple-Barre, 

Was to avoid the obieft which did breed 

The raging paHion that did reafon marre. 

Therefore I thought the further I convaide her, 
Fro fight of Cuckolds, which fo furious made her, 
She would be fooner pleafd, becaufe we finde 
That out of fight is quickely out of mind. 

But when I now conceiu'd, that it might proue 

As dangerous to goe forwarde, as retire 

(And that like to a Flouftder I did moue 

Out of the Frying-pan into the Fire) 

Becaufe through Wejlminjltr wild Courtiers range 
And if there be no Cuckolds it is ftrange. 
Forward I durft not goe, but turned backe. 
Greatly perplexed where to drinke our Scu^ke, 

Whilft thus I walk't, much troubled and difmaide, 

A voice I heard which from a window fpake. 

And cald, come hither (fo I thought it faid) 

And thereupon my fpirit gan awake. 
And upward I did lift mine eyes to fee 
If that I knew the place, or who was he 
That did me call, when by the Signe I found 
It was a fhop whofe wares lay under ground. 
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It is a place whereas old Shtwry Sackt 
Is kept in durance in a dungeon deepe. 
Attended by young BtagUs at his backc. 
Whufe yawling throats n-ill never let him fleepe. 

But when that he would take his rcfl, they fpowte 

And grieuoufly the>- Mooff Stftfif about hio), (him 

And for to let him blood they neuer Hint, 

Into a Gallon. Pottle, Quart, or Pint 

There lyes he Pr^mtr to the God of Drimkt, 

Entomb'd within a Coffin like a BarrrU, 

Becaufe he was To forward, as I thinke. 

With good Hale Engtijk-Bcere to [Mcke a quarrell : 
For he no founcr came upon our Ihore 
And met Marck-Btrre, which he nere faw before. 
But ftraight perforce they two mull try a fall 
Where both were caA and fpewd againft the walL 

Which thing when Bacehus heard, he for them fent, 
And Sacke condcmn'd to dungeon darke as night, 

Bccaufe he was To bold and infolcnt 

On liiigli/li jjnujnd againll March-Befre to fight 

/'Vivr by his Jtioiiio was barrcltl up altve, 

Itccaiift: that with a ilran^cr lico wuuld flrive. 

Hut was cummittL-d t.i a lighter vault. 

For in his owiic defence he made th' afTault 

Xi>t farrc fr<jn) Slurry facki in prifon lyc 

Many brauc Sf-irits, for tlic like offence, 

W'h'ini H.Ui/iui ufeili with great tyrannic, 

Ami fur their lil>erty will not dilpeocc^ 
Viitill tlic crueil /■"•'-"*■.■ ^j^i^vme 
Of little Cur ■£& diawne, 

Ami man'- ^^^BM*^'" blood, 
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In dreadfull darkeneiTe Alligant lies drownd» 

Which manyed men invoke for procreation, 

Next unto him briske Claret is fail bound, 

Which addes to Venifon more acceptation : 
Another comer holds pale coloured White^ 
Which to fee lordane doth a man incite. 
And feeble Rhenijh on the Rack there drives, 
And calls for help to Merchants and their wiues. 

Strong hoop'd in bonds are here conftrain'd to 
Two kinfmen neere allyde to Sherry Sack, (tarry, 

Sweet Malligo, and delicate Canary^ 
Which warme the ftomacks that digeftion lacke ; 
They had a Page whom, if I can make meeter, 
He let you know, they call'd him See me Peter, 
But being found, he did no great offence. 
Paying his fees, he foone was drawne from thence. 

Farre in the Dungeon lyes a dainty youth. 

With his fweet Brother, as their names make known, 

VnlawfuUy begotten in the South, 

And therefore are cal'd Baftards, white and browne. 
For love to thefe haue women beene convicted, 
And ftill unto them fome are fo addicted 
Although with other drinks their minds are plea- 
Yet without Bajlard they are never eafed. (fed, 

Within the utmoft limits of this Cell, 
Surrounded with great Hogs-heads like to burft. 
Old Mufcadine without his egges doth dwell, 
And Malmfey though laft nam'd, yet not the worft : 

Yet thefe are better us'd then all the reft. 

For feldome doe the Beagles them molleft, 

But in a mome, for then our ufe is moft. 

To call for thefe, and drinke them with a Toft. 

C 3 Compaft 
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Compaft with fetters, thefe and many more 

Tumble in darkneffe one upon another. 

And never are in quiet, till the score 

Kept by the laylors wife, an aged mother. 

Hath drawn them dry, and then again they vent 
And in another cafe anew torment them, (them, 

And fometimcs cruel Sarafitts do roll them, (them. 

Which are fo flubborn, tliat none dare controule 



Yet none of all thefe are more hardly ufed, 

Than is that true good-fellow, Slurry Sack, 

If you ihould hearo how much he is abufed, 

You needs mull: weep, or eife remorfe you lack, 
Trodden with feet, fold like a Have, rackt, jumb'ld. 
Let blood, drawn dry, and by fell Porters tumbl'd, 
And left al thefe bafe wrongs (hould not provoke him, 
With Yejfo they him purge, with Lime they choak him. 

Thus cold and comfortlefle is he confin'd, 
Vnto a hideous Cave, refembling hell, 
Wliereas the Suns bright bcamcs yet never fhin'd. 
Nor can he heare Cock crow, nor found of Bell, 
Nor know how time doth pafTc, for all his light 
Is from a Candle, both by day and night. 
And all the company which do frequent him. 
Are only nimble Spirits that torment him. 



Late in the night when moft men are afleep, 
And few are llirring, but theeves, cats, and crickets. 
Into the vault the laylor down doth creep. 
Where how he deals with bung-holes and with /pickets 
I cannot tell, yet fome men do relate. 
He makes thefe ftrangers prove adulterate. 
And that's the caufe when women thereof talle, 
They fall to lewdeflc and become unchafte. 
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For to b^et a wife well featured childe, 

Some have prefcrib'd, that men muft ufe good dyet, 

With unfound meate, the body is defilde, 

And with bad Wine, the humours made unquiet, 

Good wine doth breed good bloud, which makes me thinke 

If wives are naught, tis long of naughty drinke; 

For Woman is by kinde a vertuous creature, 

If vicious potions doe not change her nature. 

From thefe clofe-5*^//i^ iumblings doe arife 
Great harmes, and much annoyance to mans body, 
For falfe impoftur'd wines doe hurt the eyes, 
And turne a wife man oft into a noddy. 

Within the braine vile excrements they gather. 

Which unto mod difeafes are the Father, 

As deafnes, rheums, coughs, gouts, & diftillations, 

Convulfions, palfies, itch, and inflammations. 

Thefe are the caufe of quarrels and debate. 
Wrath, Wounds, Diforder, Luft, and Fornication, 
For note, how long men drinke immaculate 
And honed Wine, without fophiftcation. 

So long mad paflion is ftayde Reafons flave. 

But when the Drawer once doth play the knave. 

And makes his wine difhoneft, and turn whore. 

Then prefently the Boyes begin to rore. 

And now I call to minde a pretty Tale 

My Tutor told me when I was a Boy, 

Of some old Souldiers (if I doe not faile) 

He cald them Greeks^ that fack't the town of Troy^ 

The facking was by bafe compounded Sacks^ 

Which laid the Troians fenfelefle on their backs, 

And ever fince good Fellowes for the fame, invadunt ur- 

True Troians and mad Greeks have had to name. ^"^ ^^^' 



Where 



149 



Pajquih Pnlinodia. 

Where Troy did (land, I almoft have forgot, 
VnlefTc it was where London now is featcd. 
For fiirc no Troiatt better lov'd the pot, 
Nor with old Sack hath oftner beene defeated 

Than hath our City- Troians ; yet I gather 

It flood about the He of Tenet rather 

For (as I well remember,) he did fay 

The Illand Tenedos flood in the way. 

But let the Poets place it where they will. 

And lell of doughty warriors clad in flcelc. 

How fliffe AchilUs did flout Hector kill. 

And drag'd his body beaflly by the heele, 
Thefe are but fictions, for the truth is plaine. 
The Troians were but drunk, there was none flaine, 
And what wife man will fay, they were not drunk, 
To fight ten yeeres about a reftie Punke ? 

But when the Souldiers were with Sack fupprcffed, 
And fome of tlietn lay weltring in their goare, 
And fnme on Beds and Benches fowlie drcffed, 
So gap'd for breath, that one might hcare them fnore, 
And all the drunken Troians were afleep, 
In their difgorged pickle laid to lleepe, 
Homewards the merry Greeks returned tinging. 
Yet having little caufe to boaft their winning. 

For hereupon blinde Homer tells a fable, 

Of wonders that befell in their retire. 

How Circe with a potion execrable 

Converted them to hogs be-dawb'd in mire. 
And how the Syren with her pleafant laies. 
Sung fweetly unto them whom fhe betraies. 
Whereas the Morall is, that wine compounded. 
At Mermaid, into fwinc thofc Greeks confounded. 
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Tis not the virgin liquor of the Grape 

That tumes a man into a filthy Swine, 

A Goat, an Affe, a, Lyon, or an Ape, 

Such beaftly fruits fpring never from the Vine, 
Brisk blufhing Claret, and fayre mayden Sherry^ 
Make men couragious, loving, wife, and merry : 
It is adulterous wine that playes the Puncke, 
And robs men of their reafon being drunk. 

By this time I fuppofe you may conjecture 
What this dark Dungeon is, and that the houfe 
Of which my Mufe hath read fo long a Lefture, 
Is nothing but a Schoole where men carroufe, 
And leame to drinke ; a little common-wealth, 
Where every man is free to drinke a health, 
And none denide that can difcharge theyJr^r^: 
In brief e, it is a Taverne, and no more. 

The ftrangers there captiv'd, you well difcover 

As being with them doubtlefle well acquainted, 

And therefore vainely to recite them over. 

My Mufe oifurpluffage would be attainted. 
Yet of their laylour I muft needs complaine, 
Which doth with fo great ftriflneffe them reftrain. 
That without money, none their fight comes neer. 
And then attir'd in Pewter they appeare. 

The Bujh did wag, the Dog did (hake his tayle. 
When firft my Mufe and I approach'd the wicket, 
The Drawers bid us welcome and al-haile. 
And ask't what was our pleafures with th^ /picket, 
I cald for their direftions how to finde. 
From whence the voyce was to mine eares inclined 
When ftraight anon a nimble Mercurie, 
Brought us up ftaires among good company. 

D Is 
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\ was tbc day of all days in the yeai^ 
That unto Bacchus bath bis dcdkatkn. 
When mad "braind Prentices, that no man fJeare, 
CXrcthrowc the dens of baatdu iccnatiaci, 
Wbc Tailors. CcbUrs, PlaisirirM, SmitJki & Mafis, 
And every Rogue will beat down B&rbtrs I 
Wbcrcat Don Conjlable in wrath appearcs. 
And nios away wHb his ftout HalbcrdUrs. 



It was the day whereon both rich and poore. 
Arc chiefly feafted with the felfe lame dilh. 
When ever>- paunch till it can bold no more. 
Is Fritter-fild, as well as heart can wiOi. 

And evei^' man and maide doe take their tume. 
And toITc their Pancakes up for feare they bum^ 
And all the Kitchen doth with laughter found. 
To see the Pancakes fall upon the ground. 

It was the day when e\-ery kitchen rcekes, 

And hungry bellies keep a Jubile, 

When FUJk doth bid adue for divers weekes, 

And leaves old Ling to be his deputie. 
Though camall Libertines are fo inclio'd 
That Hill they love to taft what is confin'd. 
For all their humours are fo violent 
They'le rather fad at Eafter, than in Lent. 

It was the day when Pullm goe to block, 
And every Spit is fiU'd with belly tymber, 
When Cocks are cudgel'd down with many a knock, 
And Hens are thrafht to make them Oiort and limber, 
When country wenches play with ftool & ball. 
And run at Barly-breake until they fall, 
And country Lads fall on them in fuch fort, 
That after forty weekes they rue the fport. 
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And on this day, the Feaft to magnifie 

Of merry Bacchus^ which did here rejide^ 

Within this Tavern met a company 

Of true, kinde, honed, hearts, quite voyd'of pride, 
That good companions and good husbands are, 
And know both how to fpend and how to fpare. 
That can be merry and yet never quarrell, 
Nor drown their wits and reafon in a Barrell. 



And heare with many welcomes were received 
My Mufe and I, and fell to drinking Stierry^ 
Where after fome few cups, as I conceived, 
So it fell out, my Mufe grew pafllng merry, 
And from her fullen humour which did raigne. 
She was tranfported to a better vaine. 
And gan to fing, like to a loviall drinker^ 
In praife of Sack^ and tun*d it to the Tinker, 



JIU liquor docuii 
voces tnJUctert 
cantu. 



Qui canit arte 
cana/, aui bihit 
arte hioat 



COme hither learned Sifters, 
and leave yoMV forked Mountaine, 
I will you tell where is a Well, 

doth far exceed your Fountaine, 
Of which if any Poety 

do tafte in fome good meafure. 
It ftraight doth fill, both his head and quill, 

with ditties full of pleafure. 
And makes him fmg, give me Sack, old Sack boyes, 

to make the Mufes merry, 
The life of mirth, and the joy of the earth, 

is a cup of good old Sherry. 

D2 



• Pamaflus 



• Caftalius. 



Fruftra poetuas 
fores compos ftd 
pepulii. 
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It b die River L^tkt, 

viKce aaen fasgct tfadr cniflca^ 
And hf dus drinkc Aty Dcver tliiake 

of poverty and lofics, 
It gives a man frefli couiage, 

if w^ he fup this Ne£lar. 
And cowards Toft, it lifts aloft, 

and makes them ftout as Heihr, 
Then let us drinke old Sack, old Sack boyes, 

which makes us ftout and meny, 
The Ufe, &C. 
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It is the well of Concord, 

where men doe take up quarrels, 
When love doth lacke, by drinking Sacke 

they draw it from the Barrels, 
If drunkards are unruly, 

whom Claret hath enflamed, 
With a cup or two, this Sacke can doe, 

they fleepe, and fo are tamed. 
Then let us drink old Sack, old Sack boyes, 

which makes us kinde and merry, 
The life, &c. 



Omnia onimi 
a/peritas dulciori 
fucco mitigatur: 
Unit tran/Uum 
fpiritttSy ac mol- 
iiores efRcU 
meatus. 



Bibani, 6ffuro- 
risfui non reccr- 
dentur. 

Qui bene hibit 
bene dormit. 



The Broth with Barly fodden, 

compares not with this lickcr. 
The Draymans Beere is not fo cleere, 

and foggy ^4^ is thicker : 
Metheglin is too fulfome, 

cold Cyder, and raw Perry, 
And all drinks (land with Cap in hand 

in prefence of old Sherry. 
Then let us drinke old Seu:k, old Sack boyes, 

which makes us blythc and merry. 
The life, &c 



Multa alia poH- 
ottes/uni, quibus 
inpenuria homi- 
nes utuniur ta- 
men inter omna 
hoc vinunt tenet primas, 
quia datur nobis 
ad neceffilatem, 
adfanilaiem, &* 
ad hilaritatem. 



No fiery red-fac'd Claret, 

attended with his Borrage, 
No Rhenijh wine that's piflTing fine, 

nor white, that coolcs the courage ; 
No bafe begotten Bajlard, 

nor bloud of any berry. 
Can raife the Braine to fuch a (Iraine, 

nor make the heart fo merry. 
Then let us drinke old Sack, old Sacke boyes, 

which makes us blythe and merry. 
The life, &c. 
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Hoc vinum aeuit 
ingemum. 



The 



PmJqmiU Pmlmodim. 



The Gtiicn loves fidling, 

that he may friske and caper. 
The SckoUer lookes upon his bookes^ 

and poces upon a paper. 
The gentle bloud likes hunting 

frfiere dogs doe trace by fmelling. 
And feme love hawks, feme groves, and walkes» 

and feme a handfome dwelling. 
Yet all thefe without Sack, old Sack boyes, 

makes no man kindely merry. 
The life, ftc 



Star GrrwrA* 



The knot of hearty friendfliip, 

is by good Sack combyned, 
They love no Airr, nor mortall wars, 

that are to Sack inclined, 
Nor can he be diflionell, 

whom Sack and Smgar feedeth, 
For all men fee, hce's fat and free, 

and no ill humour brecdeth. 
Then let us drinkc old Sack, old Sack boyes, 

that makes us fat and mcrry» 
The life, &c 



Vt (i^r ptr tfifti' 
tiam contrakttmr 
&* .' *r/^/»it, ita 
ft'r virti ia-titutm 

Idt. 
aht. 



A quart of Sack well burned. 

and drunkc to bed-ward wholly, 
I dare be bold doth cure the cold, 

and pur^eth MelanchoUy, 
It comforts aged perfons, 

and fecnics their vmith to render, 
It warmes the hrdines. it fils the veyncs. 

anil freth bluiul tlnth in-^enJ.cr. 
Then let ii^ cliinki- < .'/ S.uk\ t /./ SkXcJ: boyes, 

whith ina'tv^."- u^ uanne a 
The lilf. ccc 
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ikes a faithfull fubiefl, 
oth no treafon ftudy, 
li he thinke, when he takes this drink, 
jtting murthers bloudy, 
ics his King and Country, 
a whom he never darted, 
^reat blacke lack well fild with Sack, 
uh make the Guard true-hearted, 
ii let us drinke old Sack, old Sack boyes, 
iiich makes true Subiefls merry, 
■ life, &c. 



In vino verUas, 



J care comes neere this fountaine, 

where ioy and mirth furpaffes, 
\nd the God of drink (lands up to the brink, 

all arm'd in Venice glaffes. 
And cals upon good Fellowes 

that are both wife and merry, 
That about this fpring, they would dance and fing, 

and drinke a cup of Sherry, 
Then let us drinke old Sacke, old Sacke boyes, 

which makes us wife and merry. 
And about this fpring, let us dance and fmg, 

and drinke a cup of Slurry. 



Eluit euros, 6f* 
ab into animum 
movft. 



Aliquando in ex- 
ultationem 6f U* 
bertatem eft ani- 
mus extrahen' 
dus, triftifque 
fobrietas renuh- 
venda paulifper. 



Thus fung my Mufe, and thus the ftorms were laid, 
And (he grew debonaire and fairely calme. 
When any Mufe with rage is over-fwaid. 
Let Poets learne it is a foveraigne balme. 

To wet their pipes with good facetious Slterry 
Which makes the iocond & mod fweetly merry, 
And thus I brought her home, wher now (he refts, 
Tliefeajl is dotte, fare welcome all my gtiejls, 

Aliquando infanire iucundifsimum ejl, 

FINIS. 
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Faeundi ealiees 
quern nonfecere 
di/ertum? 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



I. CORNUCOPIiE. 

Procemium. — L. 4, ** Franckiins^^— small land-holders ; 1. 9, *' FasquiT*- 

onr Introduction on this ; L 20, "fleering "= sneering ; L 27, 
**tf^&7tf/riw»"= affection, lengthened;L 35, **r(flm^"= random, 
by stress of rhyme with " abandon ;" elsewhere similarly there 
is "buxon" for "buxom" (1. 636); 1. 37, "/<w//"= foolish; at 
end Latin quotation, 11. 1-2 are from Martial (Epigr I. 4, IL 
5-6) Ad Librum suum : L 3 (with the conjunction "Sed") 
from Martial, Epist ad Lectorem prefixed to Lib I. of the 
Epigr. 
CoKNUCOPi^E. — L. 9, **Broier"= query, pawn-broker? 

L 17, ** AfacAsut/ian" — the name of Machiavelli was given as a 
cant-word for every conceivable wrong-doing for many a day ; 
nor has it yet ceased to be used. 
1. 18, '*r0d^^!0f^"= protuberance in front of the breeches of the 

sixteenth century — used as a pin-cushion also. 
L 25, ** 7y-/<?/"=toss-the-pol, a great drinker. 
1. 40, ** Au/dand^^^Veeper of a house or farm : A. S. Aus, house and 
buan to preserve, hence =good manager or economical, and 
the verb to *' husband." 
1* 43» ** minums"= favorites (licentious). Cf. U. 482 and 2089. 
1. 52, " 7«r»i>f^"= query, "tuning"? If not, = screwing up, as 

in "tuning" a stringed musical instrument 

^ 53» " S^ni/k blocke''^ Spanish hat, or from a " block " like that 

on which such are moulded; cH Wright and Halliwell- 

Phillipps j.«.; L 54, ** Standing Fukadell^^^^ coVizx ox twS, 

L 57, ^* hor/e-taiU /«:>6r"= queue, or long lock? L 61, "dcurd**= 

jestingly invite or welcome (as at one*s own "board"). 
L 63, **Aaveto*' for "after" in 1623. 
1. 75, " drad "= loose woman, or at least slovenly. 
1. 89, " Chapman "= merchant (in a small way). 

I. 99, " ^7/;^^/ "= sleight 

II. 103-4, The " would seem to indicate a quotation, but it may be 

simply a proverbial saying. 
1. 105, " «r^ "= certes. 

L 119, " Siolne bread is fweete^^ : cf, Froverbs, ix, 17. 
L 126, "gennet**= a small (spirited) Spanish horse — used here 

metaphorically. 
L 135, " coxecambe*^^ Fool's symbol. 



NwtB a^ lOatrmima. 




"ipw-plly" 



dtTemdj poor 



L3»l.".9BrT<rUBaC- That 

— pahMj allteil lo thii. 
L 399, " Smilk-fitid'^-%iiiBici-miik > ai{iita]. thcM^ it 

L 4IS^ " kaikn/y-fieit "=■ hirtd Toalc? 

L 424. "VDiiZi/" — Dole rhyme wilti "gold," bul gold was pro- 
wnmced br long "goold," or "goold," as was Rome. 

l.4J«i ""»o<'f*'"=naogl>t]f, wicked; and c£ L 57*; •■ 435. 
"affin^d"= astiened. 

I- 479> "/""— '6*3 "linil-" 

L S«>, "eenlinua" — coUectivc oominalive in I. 519. 

I, s66, "PatitHi Grtfitlafid Tnu CmJIanct" —fi the billads and 
one Ploy (al least). 

1. 568, "pttujrojt" — vahoos early " Frosti" of the Thames are 
recorded. The dates of Ihe publication of Conauapia 
being uncertain, makes it impossible lo 5«y which was here 
Intended. 

L 569, "firfe" —quote. 

1. 584, "/<*"= teiL 

t. 601, "Zi»i.f-f'7iV//"'^a lingular Kentish legend, vety &eqnently 
noticed on to Marvel], and even as late as Peter Pindar. 
For tlie myth see Lambarde'i Kmt. For a solution of 
the mystery consult J. F. Morgan's EngianJ unitr the 
Nm-man Occufatitn (p. 40) as thus: "There was amile 
peculiar to Kent, as well as a customary field admeasure- 
ment. These long tales are posnbly the longtails, of which 
this county used to be so proud." 

1. 6iat " Grvntf-tttd Ttft'' — " toast "either=driiikiiig-toast, or bread 
so called. 

1.615, "•W' yir^iftam" — the "colony "of Virginia was « recent 
and proud memiirr. 



Notes and Illtistrations. 1 6 1 

L 624, " TUt-boate*'=ti boat covered with a '*tilt,*' to keep off 

rain, &c. 

L 629, *'te>^^«w"= whereat 

L 636, **buxon,^ Cfl note on Prooemium, L 35. 

1. 642, **faria*^ = Fairies. 

L 649, *'c(m her thanks*^ =t,\xLdit6. expression of thanks due. 

1. 651, ''t/iM£^-^iirr''=ander-props or supports (concealed). 

1* 653> " Lodam **=oId game at cards. 

1. 680, <V<m^"»dough: 1. 682, '<A'ii^''»lightand kindle; 1. 683, 
<< baggagi"=: pert and worthless women. 

L 707, "/m/f^Byoongofibpring. 

1- 734» "/^"—hinders. 

L 746, " apes in hell*^^9L, woman who'lives and dies single. 

1* 753» 'V^wMtfmA'*ssometime. 

1* 757> "^^" from 1623 instead of "they,** caught from prior lines 
in our text (1612). 

IL 767-8, C£ Proverbs xzz, 15, 16. 

1. 783, **ab<nU''^z, bout. 

1- 795i "ri^A''=dutch, for rhyme with "fetch.** 

1. 811, "^>6tf**=liTing, seeL 935. • 

L 820^ "wAirA**: in 1623 "that** 

L 852, "/fvr</"c3enlisted or impressed. 

L887, "w^&**=vUe. 

L 896, "r^Tt^^^to-do, noise. So in Much Ado about Nothing (iii, 
3), " The wedding being there to^moriow, there b a great 
coil to-night** Even in Hamlet the ordinary reading seems 
deeper than the changed one. Frequently used by Shak- 
spere : 1. 936 "/^'*=than, and Vi frequenter, 

!• 9559 **thet^ is misprinted "a** in other edition. 

1. 962, "fl^/lft/**=Uked each other. 

1« 999i " Truls '*=bad women. 

U loio^ **abroade**==m the country, or from home. 

I 1037, '*iwyji^'*=trade or guild: L 1038, **t^tff/tf**=s presents 
or allowances : L 1039, *' wings **=part of feminine dress 
on shoulders. 

1. 1050, * ' Tahe the tuaU *'skeep next the wall Clever and deserved 
was the retort of the old Puritan clergyman, who, when met 
on a narrow footpath by a fop, and being rudely addressed 
by him as he held his place on the path, " I never give way 
to fools,** answered, " I always do,** and stepped down. 

L 1055, " VardingaUs **=FardiDgales, female dress. 

L 1 103, **Barbor'/ur£€on" =Baihers drew blood anciently, and 
hence the brass bason still displayed as 'sign.* 

L 1 136, **iffnv^**=broach or put on the spit 

1. 1178, " 7>//i«^ **=counting. 

1. 1237, *' the leauelejfe forhed tree"— c\\x. the "gallows"? 

1. 1266, "/^/*'= hinder. 

X 



NoUi dttd lihutrations. 






, wHrifiUw e( Latd U<nbo«b 



L 144$, "AMArf"— twi down. 

i 1508, "f»*iiv"— uTow niMk». 

L ISI7. "Ca#-,<M<Birt~-BKNutain-oL 

L IJ)9, "CWMwarf"— >ki»>l«f ordnatc^ 

L iJUi " Abrru '— dnoc M aaaoL 

L 196^ "4((|<r"*4imU, 0* ma « ibt win. 

L t6»3^ " j a/k mrni '—mOr mc aTthewgnllM toprntM 

ni " infcMm Mb - of HUhM^ Cmm« (L 434) 
Honca^ "iaiDMi HOpidoi." 
L 163^ -dMhr'-Acm. 

L lYL*, " ■unr " - wiiwMe ■horf aC 
L I74tv "J^tytr"— i.nii i>— tpiii y w«tMkl.MCwp«^*fc 
L lfa6^".SW/.Ui.d!)iwatoi»r'-nMUcdodi— kwot Mmknt— 
" boBMMl,- • kind i4 llM* «m Md. 

L iSgt " Z# fc/ — »f"»pd»oB ( Iw i iW iO M i l y bmA). 

have BOl met with the wxil elwwbcrr ; |vi>b*l>lr ■ wh^ 

In "»]"m mitcb wiih "rur-«i" 
L 1917, "JI/o/iHu'— MariM, i>., ftftm Ihc "Vbpd'* MaiT — ■ 

iliininutiTK, 
I. t9S8, "vA/friAttb"— penitent's gaib nndei Chorch dudplmc 
L SC151, "danuW— dumaTnL 

L 3089, "MiaiA*'*—6iToritc (nil)— iirimuily iofaioc and leak. 
L M90, "MV-impoifdati. deceired 
L 9047, " Smrfttntry" '^ ■mjcuM. 
I. Uto, "et/icratiaH"= beteechipg. 
1.1454, '''vri -i^r.) " -The tUiig name for dMipo- or cheat — 

L2509. -.w.,.',- ,t„.,,, 

1. 3619, " :. hr:'.!' "^ :!.. elongated. 

I. 3615, " fiid" 'B-ri\t. 

1. 3634, "/ii4»-/i>rmrr-i "—manure conlncton (from pdTiea, ftc) 

L 3690, "l«y"— Irille. 

I. 3711, "*i^iv*/"=^bcar, endure, 01 digest. 

I. 1737, " Tiim/ a Shrc.i-" — ,i [itoverbial uying immoitaliied by 

bli.ik'.|>i>i*'s a.loiiiivii if ii }i liile of hi* play Ihereou. 
I. 273!. ■■/,„.,/,„,■■.- jr.t.i^j;, .i,„l mjtc 
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Notes and Illustrations. 1 6^ 

L 2744, " defcry ** = point it out or cause it to^be known. 

1. 2775, **cleped^^ =s named or designated. 

L 2946, "i>/"= hinder. 

L 3135, "^«^/r-^/fW*— blind as a beetle— insect so named. 

L 3144, ''Philip Sparrcw''—%o in Sir Philip Sidney, in Astrophd 
and Stella (Ixxxiii), To a Sparrow : " Good brother Philip, 
I have borne you long" — whereon I annotate in my editions 
of Sidney. Shakspere has it thus \ 
Gumey, Good leave, good Philip. 
Bastard, Philip ! sparrow !— James, 

There's toys abroad. (Xtngjohn^ act i, sc I.) 

He being now Sir Richard. See also Skelton's Phyllp 
sparowe, and Lyly*s Mother Bombie, a sparrow being so 
called on account of his "peep, peep" (L 6), when, as 
Catullus says, pipilabit. 

1- 3196, ">«^"= foolish. 

!• 32S7-^» '* DauiJ LinJsey*'=S\x David Lyndsay of the Mount, 
whose Works have been recently collected and carefully 
edited by Dr. Laing, of Edinburgh (two vols.) 

L 3346, "fii^mr^k/"= advanced; 1. 3347, " r^/w^»^/ "=achieve- 
ment. 

1. 3370 *' cuck-puan^* ^ female cuckold. 

L 3594, "river named Aire** ^see our Introduction on this York- 
shire river. 

L 361 1, "0Mm;iif^*'s=wi7 faces, as an ape does: ''like apes that 
mawe and chatter at me " ( Tempe/i, ii, 2). 

L 3688, "Stronger,** &c C£ Prorverbs, xvi, 32. 

L 3724, "Ari«/"=end. 

L 3738, " battaille-ray**'=^9iT9ij. 

!• 377^» " Burfe**^ Bourse, or **Britains Burse,** afterwards called 
Exeter Exchange. Cf. Palinodia, 



II. Palinodia. 



Title Page. — Motto from EpisL xix, 11. 2-3, Ad Msecenatem. 

The Printer, Ac— P. 129, 1. 3, •*/r^*'= ready; L 13, "Complements*^ 

compliment ; p. 130, 1. 1, "^i/^**= follower of Zoilus, or a 
carping critic; L 2, *',/b/f**= matters; L 13, " candidous** ^ 
candid ; 1. 14, "fat honejt men " — a common notion of " £Bit ** 
men, which experience does not confirm even in the lesser 
thing of (alleged) good nature, for historically the cruellest and 
basest men (and women) have been of the fattest ; Latin Lines 
at close, L 7, in 1634 "nimium.** 



I«i 



N0kt* 



i lUmstmaaus. 



ji^aam — ^am-^rj* m Ac tBB Sat la latfioB, lad "ool- 

p. 13:^ «. 1. L & •'^* m lCl9 is -bd^ L S, "Cimmla-'= 
jr^f w-B^aed ; tf. ^ L S, "is Jbn<« Jbn'— hence 
flcpa«Bb**As^rf waliB^ kaR' — ^. the nune- 

^ 13K A I,L I, "fci yj JEaa*— I hwr aca coalCBpaiu7 and 
h«B ih|ilMiii>i or tnctttH oa Ikn iguHt "Con 
tlimitit'i Ls **C>^'=«baiid holdBetim facmng; 
L^ "ABv^"— iaiii9"raiai7'tLGv"7S' vtfOrr'*^ 
Ike Walk wiweH far "gm' eBoate: L 7, "lafiprat 
fr*0*: Aikdcn^ ■ OnvB^MV Ike paiticvlu " fewt " of 
anr «K iwiiiTiiii ibiiImHj Ikrt of iCoB io boOi; &. t, 
L & "iP«rt«rr-^bcr-=Aeq>>ifao^ thce^tth; tt. 4. 1. 3, 
" Iiitnali ■- >*eT«o»lM ar tilock-kodi. 

Otft'—yaoot it am oeldbrMeJ tot its gloH «ock : die 
aDoBoe is to tLe BBytliica] cr "Va^ar Emi' tLal siqr 
peMMiliat idloB "Veske GhK***! oocc ihatlcmi 11 j L 
^ "■tf" M ta 1619 "«aL" 
[>. 135. sL I, L 7, "i/n>Bir''isift i$i9 " dnnckic.*' 
p.l36,K. 4,1. 7, "tnrta' a m rtij "Totnie," axd "counUj" 

p- 137, 'd. t, L 3, "toi>"-^<Mn I6i9t "to" fa 1634; L 3, 
",/t0>^''=bUmed, Molded; E 5A tbc hypliea inserted, as 
in 1619, in * wise-men ' and 'edge-tools'; L 3, " Fer" a in 
' 1616 "AV'by eiTor, and "ionniey"liBsac»pUal "L" 

p. 138, St 3, L 5, "uaUia' in 1619 is " Iialttu," and L 7, 
" Furye" ; I 8, " 7im/ii^JflrT#— being taken down is I 
write this note; st. 4, L 1, "ttagUann," x capital "If" in 

p. 139, SL I, L 3, " Summir-iroadk''= haaijaA, Le., the May- 
pole decked with floweis ; L 4, " YcUaJ^d" =iaiati ; L 6, 
"C/fl<-*flt-a«//"=ClethetiwelI; sL 3, L 5, " Vcnien' •= 

p. 140, St. I, L I, " Then "— from 1619 : " Tie" in 1634 ; L 4, 
"Afnrrtff"i« Morris dance — from die Moon — spelled 
"Morris''inl6l9;andinL8,"j&»TiM''h«sacapital"F''; 
St. 3, L 6, " Piramidlt" — thus for loi^ pronoanccd. 




Notes and Illustrations. 1 65 

p. 141, St I, L I (margin), **Z^»/*' is in 1619 '* Leede^^* and for 
"you" has "thou*'; 1. 3, "»^<?^tf//C«/"=wassaU-cup; st 3, 
L 2, "Fadricke" in 1619 "febrickc"; t6., "Bur/f,'*ste p. 
142; st 4, L I ; 1. 7, " Grejham " — the illustrious citizen 
and founder of The Exchange; st. 4, L i, Caro<uhes^*== 
large coach. 

p. 142, st 2, L 4, "/«w«/lr "= tagged laces; st 3, L 4, *'/by"= 
trifle; L 6, " iff nwrA« "=» bouquets ; st 4, 1. I, ** Bur/e 
of Britaine^^^ Exeter Exchange (as named later). 

p. 143, st I, L 4, "rn^"= crossed, or made into a cruciform 
shape. 

p. 144, st 3, L 8, "^^Vi^iw**^" Abingdon*'? 

p. 145, st I, L 3, **mimded Theenu** is in 1619 **i$Uented 
Theanu^^^ and in 1619, st 2, L 3, "reason" is printed 
with a capital "R"; st 3, 1. 3, '* Flounder'' ^fiaX fish (so 
named). 

p. 146, st 1, L I, " w^^Aw **=whereat ; 1. 4, ">'jw/i«^**=Scoticc 
"youling,** 1.^., howling ; st 3, L 5, *' doome''^ sentence ; 
st 4, L 8, ^^fophyJHcaUs'''^%\SX used as a slangy term for 
adulteration. 

p. 147, st I, L X, " Aliigant, ** This and other wines herein enume- 
rated, I, as a water-drinker, must leave to those skiUed in 
vintages to annotate; 1. 6, ** lordane** — query, cause a 
man to wish death, ue.^ pass Jordan? or = to piss? I am 
aware that this querying may raise "the loud laugh'* at my 
expense, for I have no esoteric knowledge on the diverse 
effects of wine-drinking ; st 2, 1. 6, " »i/ *' is in 1619 " mee. *' 

p. 148, st I, L 7, ** Sarqfines=-^9izcens — odd name for the 
Custom-house "Porters;** st 2, 1. 8, " K^^^? **— evidently 
an adulterative mixture ; st 4, 1. 4, "^V/^^/f *'=spigots. 

p. 149, st 1, 1. 6, "^faM^ii/*'snought — or perhaps =naughty, bad; 
st 2, L 3, "/m/(7/2Mr'^'*== imposture, or made up, as in p. 
146, st 4, L 8, " sophysticates ** is used; st 2, L 6, 
"Z>f%iw^"=attendant, or here the hotel-keeper acting as 
such. 

p. 150, st X, 1. 4, **old'' in our text is printed "old old," corrected 
from 1619; 1. 6, "Tmer'^K joke on "Thanet**; st 2, 
L 8, "AwAf'*=prostitute; st 3, L 7, ^^ Greeks'' is in 
1619 "Greekes"; st 4,1.8, "-^<vwm/V/'*— ananachorism, 
but a welcome allusion to the famous Inn ; catch-word 
" Tis ** is misprinted " This *' in both editions. 

p. 152, st I, 1. 5, " Wkl" is in X619 ** IVAen"; st 2, L 4, 
'• Fritter-Jild"=^fi\\cd with fritters— a kind of pancake; st 
3, 1. 4, "old Ung — salted fish so-named; st 4, 1. i, 




Notes afid Illustrations. 

"fl*tefi">»pul!els i L 4, "timbtr" — this in i6ig u 
printed "timbtr" and the 1634 editor seeing a mistake, 
changed Ihia to "tender," but of cour^ " limber" is the 
word, and accordingly 1 so print ; 1. 5, "stool ^ baW— 
ganie so-called ; 1. 6, " Barly-bnaii" — «ec the loi^ poem 
on " Barlcj-Brcftk," in these Occasional Issues, by W.N. 
[1. IS3, St. a,l. 8, " Tinlser" — a once popular air thai b fbimd with 
licentious poem-songs or balladry. 
. 1, 1. 7, "riruiBf!" is in 1619 "rhmtm." 
. 3, I. 2, " Btrragt" — "borage" is a plant of the gennt 
borage" but query here!; L 6, "terry" in iGlj * 

I, 1. 5, "Iraee"— follow (a hunting term), 
\i. 157, St. 3, L 6, "thi" is in 1619 "Ihem." 
•,• From the slightness of the Notes on "Palinodia" it mas not deemed 
expedient to number the lines ; the references are to the foot- pagination and 
the itaniu and lines therein. It will be ooliced that the various readings of 
1619 and 1634 arc tety slight In the Latin, several blunders of 1634 are 
coriccled fiom 1619, and one marginal bit (p. 157, opposite last slarua) dropped 
In 1634 li replnced. Tlie u and y and spelling and triTial punctuation diffcr- 
recorded. 

A. B. G. 
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Notes and Illustrations. 167 
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XIII. CORNUCOPIiE, Etc. 

Line 9, * Broker^ — as Cotgrave says, a FripeA" (from Fr.)» a mender of old 

garments and a seller of them so mended ; or qu. 3= go between? 
57, delete ^qume or* and read */<«r or,* 

61, ' Bound her*^ to lay alongside of, i>., to companion her to the play. 
Admiral Smyth says that it is still a colloquialism [qy. a 
nautical one?] derived from the old sense of accost for — '*to 
ask, make acquaintance with, to fasten on ** [as one does on 
boarding or before laying aboard]. Cf.es board, in Merry 
IVivet, II., i. 92; AfucA Ado, II., i. 149. 
„ 103-4,— quotation from Gascoigne (edn. Hazlitt, I. 64.) 

15$. 'Pippin Squire* — a variant of the usual 'Apple Squire,* the name 
given to him who waited on a woman of bad character, and 
who was not uncommonly ' kept * by her. 
357, *Baiar(i*= Bayard, 1./., brown horse, but here a proper name. 
361, *Spurre blind* — Halliwell-Phillipps says Latimer uses it in the 
sense of 'purblind* 
»» 568, ' great froft* It is * The * and a 'strange ' one — hence the frost of 
1608. 
795. Another reminiscence of a hackneyed passage in Southwell (Fuller 

Worthies* Library edition, p. 91). 
1225, ' Corriuals * — Shakespearean word. 

1237, * Uauelejffe Jorked tree* — Cuckold's Haven, which used to be so 
marked. 
„ 1302 — note has ' seered * but the text * feared* — the former the word. 
„ 1506, * TiUier*^ cross-bow — properly the handle only of the cross-bow. 
,, I7i4t 'm^*— Latinate form. 

,, 1826 — the words ' maker or merchant ' should have been enclosed in [ ]. 
»> 2733* ' bourding *= laying alongside, also 'jesting * — used with a punning 

and equivocal meaning. 
93 321 1, * gaggle* — German, gackeln; also of the goose. 
,, 3668. Cf. I. Henry IV,, il i. 104. "Go to : homo is a common name 
to all men. " 

PALINODIA, ETC. 

Page 131, IL 3-6, *out a'cry*^^ out of cry, beyond all whooping ; in a degree, 
beyond recovery. 
„ 141, St. 4, 1. 3, * hurrd * 'ore the stones whilst Ladies will be hurl'd* — now 
a Scotticism. Lately a good old Scotch lady of the old school 
in describing her journey from Fife to Blackburn, said, ' Eh ! 
but it's a lang lang hurl* 

(48) 






i68 NoUs 4md IllmsinUiams. 



Fife M^L I7» * Aft «i/Jfaiwwfi'^ Fort, 
M i^Tt L i» *^>llfj>M^*» Afiott^ Ae bok of a torn 

^[■Bty to ■ • • jOraiB r Off 

•• M^ IL 3^ MW MUBJiil far M»'; L <^ 'im^ ^— i 

^ i5a^Li^'#9fir*»cku«nfak^ 

M iSSi n* 34— dekle "bot qocij kere?' nd md-^iteepad fai wIm mi 
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CORNUCOPIA, 

Pasquil's Night-cap, 

OR 

Anti-dot for the Head-ache. 

( I 6 I 2. ) 

PASQUIL'S PALINODIA, 

And his Progresse to the Taveme, 

Where after the Survey of the Sellar, 

You are presented with a pleasant 

Pynte of Poeticall Sherry. 

( I 6 19.) 
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INTRODUCTION. 




I FEEL that, perhaps more ui^ently than in 
any previous instance, it is necessary to 
recall, that theseOccasional Issues of unique 
or extremely rare books, are not published, 
but rigidly limited privately to Fifty Copies, 
agreeably to the list prefixed. This limita- 
tion secures that they shall only be accessible to the " fit 
tho' few" students of our early literature and social histoty, 
and be used for such ends. Otherwise, I could not have 
reconciled myself to the preservation, by reproduction, of 
such free, if I might not say loose, productions as Cornucepits 
and Palinodia. It were difficult to censure too severely 
the "filthiness, foolish talking and jesting, which are not 
convenient " {Epfiesians v, 4), more especially of Cornucopia. 
Nevertheless, here is furnished a historically-ethically invalu- 
able measure of the advance in wholesomeness of public 
sentiment, if not of conduct, to-day ; all the more to be 
con«dered in that the " form and pressure " are not of the 
later Restoration-age but of the still stringent Puritan. It 
is surely most sigrnificant that ' Cuckoldry ' (adultery) should 
so have abounded in this our England and the crime lain 
so lightly on the national conscience. With every allowance 
for the mirthful exaggeration of the anonymous Poet, there 
runs through both Cornucopia and Palitwdia a vein of fact 
that is profoundly suggestive. Nor with all his freedom of 
speech, is either poem without pungent hits at the sins and 
sinners of the day; neither does he fail to hold a steady light 
over the unclean places of (so-called) "high folks" and the 
middle- classes. There are broad-spoken indelicacies of 



vi I mirodiution. 

incident and record that one would wish away ; yet substan- 
tively the gros5ne» is in the things that were being actuially 
done from day to day rather than in the wording. There 
arc c'tfonccs a^in^ good manners, against feeling, against 
decency, in the fact-i and acts; but comparatively little erf* 
pruriency or na<;tincv for " nastiness ' sake. Both Cor- 
mMCOpia and P^ittodia, as workmanship, show imco judicio} 
a practised Maker. Poth sparkle with clever things that, 
if not ' wit,' arc at least touched of humour, in loi% 
anticipation of " Beppo " and " XMiist'ecraft." Both have 
now and again iridi^cencc of the Poet*s fancy, unexpected 
as the rich colouring in poisonous toad-stools. Both have 
"wise saws" and apophthegms that start reflection. Empha- 
tically both arc realistic portraitures of the time, of "men 
and manners" 

Who was the author of these two poems has not yet been 
ascertained. In Comucufia (p^e 117, L 3593) he turns 
asido to celebrate a town on the river Aire, by which was 
probably meant " Leeds," in Yorkshire ; while in Palinodut 
<p.i(;c 141, 1. 9> he apostrophises his native town and 
piii'i ■■ I^-cil ■ in the m,ir;;in. by which "Leeds" doubtless 
was intcniicd. Tht-ii; rffcrcnccs invite the Antiquaries of 
V.>ik-hirf t' -ct lhi.-;]i~cive> it -scire !i in ^ iftcr tliis new poet 
uf tile Ci'iiiity, a- they i^ct ;i-iide the suggested name of 
SaMTEI Ki'WLAM--. 

(T ('. »'(/i.v/if..- t!ie carliv-t known edition is dated 1612. 
It is tnir ti\t. with very few trivial corrections from a later 
fliti'iii (1''fJ3'i. bi'lh in the l!"dlcian and in the Dyce 
Li!)r;iry. <-^:i\\\ Keii?iii;;tiiii. Ttic ialcrte.xt differs in noth- 
iiv.; re, illy n.iijce.ilile beyond [ni"HJoriiisation of orthography, 
.(111! slight ciineclion of a somewhat cli.T-'tic punctuation. 
Of i'alinoJiit also there are twi* editions, viz., 1619 and 
r ifij^ j ilio dcr's cutlir;^ iiMtiie third figure making 
is cur text, with like 
ri-s;:lts. I am vcrj- 

. J. \V. l-JsWORlli, 
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EL that, perhaps more urgently than in 
Any previous instance, it is necessary to 
recall, that these Occasional Issues of unique 
or extremely rare books, are not publislud, 
but rigidly limited privately to Fifty Copies, 
agreeably to the list prefixed. This limita- 
tion secures that they shall only be accessible to the "fit 
tho'few" students of our early literature and social history, 
and be used for such ends. Othenvise, I could not have 
reconciled myself to the preservation, by reproduction, of 
such free, if I might not say loose, productions as Cornucopie 
and Palinodia. It were difficult to censure too severely 
the "filthiness, foolish talking and jesting, which are not 
convenient " {Ephesians v, 4), more especially of Cornucopits. 
Nevertheless, here is furnished a historically-ethically invalu- 
able measure of the advance in wholesomeness of public 
sentiment, if not of conduct, to-day ; all the more to be 
considered in that the "form and pressure" are not of the 
later Restoration-age but of the still stringent Puritan. It 
is surely most significant that ' Cuckold ry ' (adultery) should 
so have abounded in this our England and the crime lain 
so lightly on the national conscience. With every allowance 
for the mirthful exaggeration of the anonymous Poet, there 
runs through both Cornucopia and Palinodia a vein of fact 
that is profoundly suggestive. Nor with all his freedom of 
speech, is either poem without pungent hits at the sins and 
sinners of the day; neither does he fail to hold a steady light 
over the unclean places of (so-called) "high folks" and the 
middle-classes. There are broad-spoken indelicacies of 
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